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PREFACE

Framewor ks. We wusually donot see t hem, but
need a solid framework. So do groups and organizations. God even created our body with a strong
framework, our skeletal system. Can you imagine what we would be like if God had not put bones in
our bodies? A framework gives stability and structure.

Not only are frameworks essential, they must come first so other things can be built around
them and kept in place by them. Businesses and governments, as well as homes and shops, have
an inner structure that must come first so everything else can be kept in its proper place.

That being the case, it is no surprise that God has given structure to His Word. He has built it
around a framework that shapes it and gives it flow and direction. Unfortunately many Christians do
not understand the structure of the Bible. They will study one portion, but without seeing where it fits
i n the f | planmandhow® meldtésto other times in history, they lose its full meaning. When
building a house or buil di ng, y o u rmdptete dvith dgons srid b u
windows, and then when it is finished start on a side wall. A good solid framework that can hold the
whole structure must be constructed first, and then details added until the building is complete.
That 6s t he onl yerstandthe Bbeaswela | | yv und

I n order to know and apply Goddés Word one mus¢
The development and flow of it builds as time goes on. We must know the outline of Bible history in
order to correctly understand howGod 6s pl an f | o w&nowilgrthe cogtdxt ohScripture, r y
starting with the overall flow of the book itself, is of extreme importance. Only then can a person
discover the purpose of each Bible book and how it relates to the rest. This is the foundation of
understanding individual passages as well.

My desire in writing this book is to give you an overview, an outline, of the whole Bible. | love
studyi ng God éaswitWany lbook, |bmudt first understand the purpose of the individual
writers. It is my prayer that this book will help you better understand and appreciate that most
wonderful book of all, the Book that is greater than allotherb oo ks, Goddéds Word, our

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Read this book along with your Bible. It is not meant as a substitute to reading your Bible but
as a way to help you better understand it. Find someone you can teach what you are learning. Pass
the truths onto your children and family, your friends and your church. You can teach the Bible one
period at a time. You can spend several sessions on each period if necessary. Use the flash cards
which are part of this book as memory aids. Review them regularly so that the flow of events is well
known. If you are a pastor you can preach a sermon on each time period, showing how it relates to
and builds on what has come before. You can pick a main person during each time period and study
that life, using that to explain the time period.

| encourage you to take notes as you read this book and your Bible. You can go back to them
later to remember what God was showing you, review what you learned and find material for sermons
of Bi ble studies. e@ding $oarce Wfowisdom,i escoueagementy enlighten and
comfort for Goddés children.

There are many ways to do this. The only wrong way is to not do it at all. We are to feed on
Go d 6 s , Woitrndurishes our soul (John 21:15-17). Only in this way can we grow and mature
spiritually (1 Corinthians 3:1-3).



| NTRODUCTI ON

A framework is necessary for a structure to exist and function. | want
to help you seethe f r ame wor k, the structur e,
man as revealed in His Word. In order for a building to last it must have a
solid foundation. The larger the building the more secure the foundation
must be. The foundation isno6t the
well-built foundation is the key to the success of the rest of the building. The
Old Testament in the Bible is the foundation for all our understanding that
comes after it. A solid understanding of all that happened between creation

and the birth of Jesus is very important to prop

The life, death and resurrection of Jesus is the framework that builds on the foundation of the
Old Testament. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John can only be properly understood in light of Genesis

t hrough Mal achi . Jesusd | ife is |like the struct

beams which will hold up the rest of the construction. Everything that comes after it is supported by
this framewor k. A correct understanding of
understanding the rest of the New Testament.

When we have a correct understanding of the four Gospels then we can move on to the rest of
the New Testament. Acts through Revelation build on the framework of Jesus. The walls, windows,
doors and roof finish the building but are held up by the unseen inner framework. So, too, Jesus
teachings are applied and lived out in the rest of the New Testament. They bring protection and
enjoyment to life, as the walls and roof do to a building. They are the part seen by all who are
outside. They don o0t thesframewdrkhjest the @uten wadlst Sa too, when people
see us they see the Christian life being lived in daily life. We show them that the framework of Jesus
built on the Old Testament truths and principles results in a life that brings glory to God.

In this book | want you to understand the Bible, the whole Bible. We will start with the
foundation, the Old Testament. Then we will build upon that the life of Jesus and the Gospels.
Finally we will see how the rest of the New Testament shows us how to live in Jesus and reveal Him
to the world.

This is an exciting journey, one well worth your time and effort. Everything else you do in this
life will one day end, but what you learn about God and His Word will last forever throughout all
eternity (Isaiah 40:8; 1 Peter 1:25). | know God will bless you as you learn His Word, both in this life
and for all eternity.

Je
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My method of teaching you an overview of the Bible will be to break it down into 27 sections
and study each time period one at a time. Twenty one of these are in the Old Testament and six in
the New Testament. Below is a summary to introduce you to them.

In the beginning God made the heavens, earth, trees, animals and water. This was His
CREATION. He then made ADAM & EVE. Satan came to the garden and lied to Eve. Sin came
into the world. Sin got so bad that God sent the FLOOD. The people didnot
built the TOWER OF BABEL, where God again judged sin.

God then chose one man to make a nation He would work through to reach the world.

ABRAHAM was chosen. He had a son named ISAAC and Isaac had a son named JACOB. Jacol

son, JOSEPH, was taken to Egypt. Eventually all of his family moved there. They were upt under
bondage for 400 years. Then God sent a man named MOSES to lead them out of Egyptian slavery.
JOSHUA took over for Moses and led the people into the Promised Land.

Then, for 400 years, God would send judges to lead His people. These included people like
Gideon, Samson and Deborah. The last judge, who was also the first of many prophets, was named
SAMUEL. When he grew old the people insisted on a king, so God allowed them to have SAUL as
the first king. Samuel anointed him as well as his replacement, DAVID. The third Kk
son SOLOMON. He built Godods templ e, but b e marthesnelO
tribes rebelled and the nation SPLIT into two. The northern 10 tribes, Israel, had a series of ungodly
kings. The southern 2 tr i bedssent BROBHERS to waenithe pedple
to turn back to Him or suffer destruction and captivity. After 250 years the north went into ASSYRIAN
CAPTIVITY. The south followed 150 years later, going into BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY. One of
those taken captive was DANIEL.

After J u d a0 §ears of captivity, God allowed EZRA to lead some Jews back to the land and
rebuild the temple. Later NEHEMIAH brought another group of people back and they rebuilt the
walls. The Jews lived there for 400 SILENT YEARS until JESUS was born.

One of Jesusd6 di sci PETER Helesamaa leadenin thesanlg church in
Jerusalem. God called PAUL to spread His gospel to other countries and people groups. The
CHURCH continued to grow, and still does so today.

Thenextevent progamdksdhe RAPTURE, when Jesus returns in the sky and takes
His believers to heaven to be with Him. Following that the seven-year TRIBULATION will bring
judgment to the earth. Following this comes the 1,000 year MILLENNIUM and then ETERNITY.
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. Creation i Genesis 1

. Adam & Eve i Genesis 2-4

. Noah & the Flood i Genesis 5-10

. Babel i Genesis 11

. Abraham i Genesis 12-25, Job

. Isaac i Genesis 21-28, 35

. Jacob i Genesis 25-37, 46-50

. Joseph i Genesis 37-50

. Moses - Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

. Joshua - Joshua
. Samuel - Judges, Ruth
. Saul - 1 Samuel
. David - 2 Samuel, Psalms
. Solomon - 1 Kings, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon
. Split - 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles
. Prophets - to north (Israel): Hosea, Amos, (Elijah, Elisha)
- to south (Judah): Joel, Isaiah, Micah, Zephaniah, Habakkuk
- to Nineveh (Assyria): Jonah, Nahum
- to Edom: Obadiah
Assyrian Captivity (north)
Babylonian Captivity (south) - Jeremiah, Lamentations
Daniel - Daniel, Ezekiel
Ezra (Return) - Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah, Nehemiah, Malachi, Esther
400 Silent Years
Jesus i Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
a. Birth
b. Baptism & Temptation
c. Miracles
d. Disciples and Teachings
e. Crucifixion
f. Resurrection
g. Ascension and present
Peter a.Peteri Acts 1-7; 1 & 2 Peter
b. Philip, Peter, Paul T Acts 8-12 (James)
Paul i Acts 13-28- , Romans thru Philemon
a. Paul, Background
b. 1st Missionary Journey i Acts 13-14
c. Jerusalem Council i Acts 15 (Galatians)
d. 2nd Missionary Journey i Acts 16-18 (1, 2 Thessalonians)
e. 3rd Missionary Journey 1 Acts 19-20(1, 2 Corinthians, Romans)
f. Trip to Rome i Acts 21-28 (Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, Philemon)
g. Final Travels (1 Timothy, Titus, 2 Timothy)
h. Early Church (Hebrews, 1, 2, 3 John, Jude, Revelation)
Church
Rapture
The Tribulation & Millennium - Tribulation, Millennium, Eternity
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LUKE Jesus the Man
JOHN Jesus the God
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ROMANS Salvation
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A Godly Ministry

GALATIANS Christian Liberty
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COLOSSIANS Christ is Supreme
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2 THESSALONIANS Jesus is Coming Soon
1 TIMOTHY Church Order

2 TIMOTHY Faithful Service
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HEBREWS Christ is Superior
JAMES True Faith

1 PETER Suffering

2 PETER Keep the Faith

1 JOHN Fellowship

2 JOHN Walk in Truth

3 JOHN Hospitality

JUDE Apostasy
REVELATION Prophecy

EZRA Return
NEHEMIAH Renewal
ESTHER Providential Care
JOB Suffering
PSALMS Worship
PROVERBS Wisdom
ECCLESIASTES Life Without God Is Empty
SONG of SOLOMON Married Love
ISAIAH God is Salvation
JEREMIAH Final Chance
LAMENTATIONS Sorrow

EZEKIEL Glory

DANIEL Sovereignty
HOSEA Loyal Love
JOEL Day of the Lord
AMOS Accountability
OBADIAH Retribution
JONAH Obedience
MICAH Hope
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

1. CREATION 4

MAIN EVENT: Creation of the world !
MAIN PEOPLE: God t
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Genesis 1 \

BIBLE VERSE: Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.

TIME: 4,700 BC
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Universe

| |
ﬁ 4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC

L e tst@rsin the beginning i Genesis chapter 1. Here is where we begin the foundation
that we will build on as we go through the whole Bible. The opening chapter of any book is important,
for it sets the stage for what is to come. The background information is crucial to understanding the
rest of the book. To skip the first chapter and start elsewhere makes one always wonder what is
mi ssing, what has been revealed which the reader
to the first chapter, then the rest of the book makes more sense. The same is true with the Bible.
Genesi s, t heinthe Bidetis vérg impopante Make sure you really understand the book
of Genesis before going on to the rest of the book.

Everything starts with God. Genesis starts with God in the first verse, Genesis 1:1. God
has always existed, something hard for us to grasp with our limited understanding. God never tries to
explain or prove His existence in the Bible. There is ample evidence in the world around us because
nature itself shows there must be a power greater than itself and outside itself to bring it into being
(Romans 1:20; Psalm 19:1-6). When we see the intricate design in the world around us we know it
must have been designed by Someone greater than it. When we look at a watch we know it must
have been designed by someone, for something so intricate could not just happen. The same is true
of the world around us.

We know God exists because we see Him in the world around us, but we also know He exists
because He has written basic standards of right and wrong into our hearts (Romans 1:19, 32; 2:15;
Ecclesiastes 3:11). There is an empty space in our hearts that only God Himself can fill, and we
search i n vain unti/|l we allow Him into our Il 1 ve
there isnot e foo Hig) dxisteace,i thiky reject because they do not want to submit
themselves and be accountable to the one true God of the universe, the One who has absolute
standards to which He holds them accountable.

10



The Bible was given by God to provide a clearer, more detailed revelation of God. It is the
only authoritative, true and inspired revelation from God to the world. If God h a d regetled Himself
and His truths to us in the Bible, we woul dnot be able to know Him :
God, He is very able to inspire a book that tells about Him. Because He is God He is able to keep it
accurate through the centuries. God desires to reveal Himself through the Bible. The Bible is not a
book man would write if he could, or could write if he would. It speaks of many things man knows
nothing about: creation, one God, the Trinity, eternity, heaven, hell and the future. All the Bible says
about science and history has been proven to be completely true. The hundreds and hundreds of
fulfilled prophecies also show the Bible is supernatural. No one could possibly make so many and so
accurate propheci es. None has ever been wrong o
inspired revelation to us today.

God isnbét explained in the Bdfromthefirstvarde. Heisimplyg | o

spoke and all creation came into being (Genesis 1), the vast universe to the smallest smell. He
added color and beauty, smells and tastes, music and laughter to make the world enjoyable for us.
All this took place about 7,000 years ago. God created everything in six 24-hour days and then He
rested on the 7" day (Genesis 1:1-2:3). No one was there to see God do this, but He later told Adam
about it. Adam told Seth who passed it on as well until it came Moses, who probably is the one who
wrote it down.

Below is an outline of the Book of Genesis, which teaches us about the beginning of all things.
OUTLINE OF GENESIS

|. BEGINNING EVENTS (Human Race) 1-11
A. Creation 1-2
B. Fall 3-4
C. Flood 5-9
D. Babel 10-11

Il. BEGINNING PEOPLE (Jewish Race) 12-50
A. Abraham 12-25:18
B. Isaac 25:19-26
C. Jacob 27-36
D. Joseph 37-50

The next 2 pages will give you an overview of the book of Genesis. There will be a page like
this for each book of the Bible so you can read a short summary of the book itself.

11



GENESIS:
BEGINNINGS

TI TLE: Greek for fABeginnin
AUTHOR: Moses

DATE of WRITING: About 1440 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Desert wilderness

TIME COVERED: Creation to 1804 BC

RECIPIENTS: Jews

KEY VERSE: And I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will
crush your head, and you will strike his heel." Genesis
3:15

KEY WORD: AGenerationso (19 ti mes)
PURPOSE: To show the beginnings of all things, especially Israel.

THEME: The origin of all things.

GENESIS |

'BEGINNINGS

Sever al years ago a man named Al ex Hal ey wrot
attention of the entire nation. It was about his search for his background, where he came from.
AfRoot so0 was ane. aMepllneqdmroota. t Knowing where we came from can help us
understand where we are and where wedre going.

BEGINNINGS: Moses wrote a book that al so could have

AfGenesis. O Genesis is thetstWoeres oithde bLDabé&n i/

beginning. o Genesis is a book of beginnings.

revelation of God and the Trinity, grace, man, Sabbath, marriage, home, sin, temptation, confession,

forgiveness, pride, Satan, Christ, election, prophecy, faith, judgment, suffering, murder, family,

worship, rewards, prayer, eternal security, witnessing, stewardship, capital punishment, love, sin

nature, and so much more. Virtually everything has its beginning in Genesis. The only beginning

that i1 sndot told about iIis the beginning of God, f
Because Genesis is so important, it is attacked quite heavily. Any book gets most wear and

tear on its exposed sides: front and back. Those pages take the most abuse. That is true in the

Bi bl e, t oo. The first three chapters of Genesi

return and eternity) take the most abuse, too. That is where Satan attacks. If he can discredit either

of those the truth of the rest of the book is undermined.

TWO BOOKS IN ONE Genesis is really two books in one. The first 11 chapters talk about the
beginning of the universe and nations on earth. Chapters 12 - 50 deal with the nation Israel. In 11
short chapters 2,300 years of history are covered. Major events that have shaped our world are
covered quickly: creation, fall, flood and Babel. The rest of the book covers only 300 years and
focuses on four men: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. In the first 11 chapters God sets the stage
for what He really wants to get t o: Abraham and
starts with a panoramic view of the countryside with a village in the distance. The camera pans
across it all, focusing in on the town until focusing on a man walking down the street. The camera
then zooms in on him and follows him down the street and into a house. The story slows down and
foll ows events in the manés | ife. Thht 6s hbhodeGe
|l i ke to have about creation and the fall. He j u

12



HISTORY & SCIENCE Genesis contains a lot about science, and all it includes is true. However,

Genesis isnot a sci encery to@avdr allbascasaotl sciencei ot ansverea n 0 t
guestions that come up. The same is true of history. Genesis contains a lot about history, and all it
includes is true.  Betauseisndéteavassoor ys b owdltc h

to give a detailed account of science or history, but to set the background for Abraham and lIsrael.

The focus of the book of Genesis, like the whole Bible, is redemption. Genesis1-11 show ma
need of redemption, but 12 - 50 show the beginningof Go d 6 s p r o \demptiorotiroughflisrael i

the person of Jesus the Messiah.

ORIGINAL CREATION In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. There are actually
three books in the Bible that st asusbeiigQod ftorh befotee g i
anything else. Genesis 1:1 is the beginning of the created universe, and | John 1:1 the beginning of
Jesusodo | ife on earth. The Hebrew word dAcreated
nothing. In verse 2 a different word (asah) refers to forming something out of existing material.

IS THERE LIFE ON OTHER PLANETS? The earth is mentioned as separate from the rest of the
heavens (see also Psalm 115:16). | believe earth is the only planet with life like us (who are in the
image of God) on it, because any life created with personality (mind, emotions and will) would have a

free will and would therefore exercise it to sin (as did man and the fallen angels). Satan has access
through the whole universe and would tempt anything God created. God only left heaven once to die

for sin, and that was on this earth. He took the sins of those of us who live on this earth. Therefore

there is no redemption for anyone else in the universe. God created the vast universe to show us

how great He is, not to have lots of life forms. If He had createdot her | i f e, He woul c
does.

WERE THE CREATION DAYS GEOLOGICAL AGES? Some have attempted to reconcile evolution

and creation by saying God ussedd odv oclruetai bounbadrnyd taTgbe
for the Hebrew word translated o6day, 6 (yom) app
obviously refer to a 24-hour day. The meaning of the few which refer to a longer period of time (like

the ADay raf)t me el othevcontext.s Plus the Bible describes the creation days as
Amorning and evening, o0 and fAday and night, d nor
20:8-1 1, 6yomdb is used 6 times. T whour dagst &he Sabbath ¢sr e a
based on the creation rest 6day. 06 |t seems cl ec
length instead of referring to two entirely different time periods.

You see, the creation days c¢ ouhhd3days hag ang impabt!| y
on the earth (3, 5, 6) and there were more than 3 geological ages. Plus the order of the way God
created things and how evolution says they progr
future articles). Romans 5:12 says there was no death before sin, so what would account for all the
dead (and even extinct) animals for those millions of years before man?

THE TERRARIUM AFFECT Genesis 1.6-8 refers to an fAexpanseo f old
around the earth creating a terrarium-like effect on the whole earth. This protected the earth from the
sunds radiation and produced a,thera wdas enough vedetatioratdb e ¢
support the dinosaur popul ati on. T h gthirg stayadsthen o
same. This canopy was removed when the great flood came and the water that formed it fell to the

earth. Thus dinosaurs have been found frozen in Antarctica with tropical vegetation in their mouths.

ROOTS By the way, where are YOUR roots ? I d o n ditally,m enaan sppithajlys Are you
rooted and grounded in Jesus? Thatds the only f
sure your roots are firmly embedded in Jesus!

13



BIBLE OVERVIEW

2. ADAM & EVE

MAIN EVENT: Adam and Eve in Eden
MAIN PEOPLE: Adam, Eve
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Genesis 2-4

BIBLE VERSE: Genesis 2.7 The Lord God formed the man from the
dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and
the man became a living being.

TIME: 4,700 BC
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Eden, world

o

?\
@OO BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC

The second historical event we will cover
in our overview of the Bible centers on Adam
and Eve. God created Adam first, then Eve. He
created them perfect and in His image. He gave
them a mind, emotions and a free will. God gave
them a free will because He wants man to
choose voluntarily to love and obey Him (Genesis
4:6-7). Without a free will we would not have any
choice. ltdés | i ke the
real dog or one made out of wood. The wooden
dog would be far less trouble, but it wouldné t
the joy and pleasure a real dog brings. The
same is true of us. God wants us to love Him
because we choose to.

However, along with a free will came the
option to sin and reject God. Sin first started with Satan who, because of his pride, rebelled against
serving God in heaven (2 Thessalonians 2:4; Isaiah 14:12-16; Ezekiel 28:15-17; Luke 10:18). Very
soon afterthey wer e created Satan attacked Adam and

goodness and His character. He used deception to make Eve think God was withholding something
good from them. While Eve was misled, Adam was fully aware he was disobeying God (1 Timothy
2:13-15). Adam & Eve tried to cover their own sin but God provided skins to cover them. AN
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innocent animal had to die to cover their sin, picturing what Jesus would one day do for us on the
Cross.

God knew that with a free will man would sin, so He planned to pay for it even before He

created the world (Ephesi ans drated jrom Himheor all ietdrmty ind wa n

that is what the penalty for sin would be. Instead, God the Son volunteered to come to earth as a
man so He could take our place and pay the penalty for our sin and disobedience. Because He was
a man, He could take our place. Since He was God, He could bear the sins of each person who ever
lived. It was the perfect solution to the sin problem, the only way mankind could have a free will and
still spend eternity with God.

Sin is more than doing something contraryto Go d 6 s aam be la word, thought, something

that should be done but iisnodt, or s o meplarhwasitg pag o o 0

the penalty for all sin (John 3:16). Satan and his forces did and continue to do all they can to oppose
Godd s p | an.. fGod will memually have victory over Satan. This was foretold to Adam and
Eve i n |Wldpatrenmityibetween you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel" (Genesis 3:15). This is the first prophecy of Jesus
(Isaiah 7:14).

This second stage in our overview of the Bible, called Adam and Eve, ends with the expulsion
of Adam and Eve from the Garden (Genesis 3:22-24). Guilt, shame and fear entered the human
race. Now man must work the ground for a living and woman will have pain in childbirth as well as
being under her husbandds authority. Sin als
started to spread. G o d grace is seen in that He removed Adam and Eve from Eden where they
would have lived forever in sin and separation from Him.

When Adam disobeyed God spiritual death entered the human race and physical death as
well. All humans born after Adam and Eve are born with a tendency to sin, a Sin Nature (Matthew
15:19). God withdrew His physical presence from man because sin placed a barrier between them.
But Godoés gr #ismomiseof &redeemeri(Genesis 3:15), in making coats of animal skin
to cover them, in allowing them to live physically awhile longer and not die immediately, in providing
for their basic needs and in separating them from the tree of life. Living forever would no longer be a
blessing, f or it would mean man would be stuck in
grace is seen in sending death so man can again be reunited with Him for eternity.

There is a beautiful picture of salvation in this section of our Bible overview. It shows man is
sinful (Genesis 3:6 ) and canot c dGeresis 3h7; Bphesiams 2:859). nin fgct, man is
helpless in sin and separated from God (Genesis 3:8-13). Sin brings punishment (Genesis 3:14-19;
Romans 6:23). Man runs from God. It is God that seeks man (Genesis 3:8) to show love and mercy.
He alone can conquer sin and Satan (Genesis 3:15). This victory is paid for by innocent blood shed
(Genesis 3:31; 4:3-5). This is the first death or suffering, and is by an innocent animal to show what
i's necessary to cover manods sin. A c t u auk before His
birth) that was with man in Eden. No one has seen God the father at any time (John 6:46) and the
Holy Spirit never materializes but serves to bring attention of Jesus. Thus the first innocent blood
shed was by the One who knew it foreshadowed His coming death on the cross for sin. What love
and commitment this shows! He did it all (Romans 8:12-21), we must just accept this free gift

0]
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(Ephesians 2:8-9 ) . We arendét to bl amé&encs 8:1263) bud ftedlyeadnsititf o r

(2 John 1:9). As Adam and Eve allowed Jesus to dress them in the animal skins He provided, we,
too, must allow Him to cover us with His righteousness. Our dressing for sin is worse than fig leaves;
it is filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). The same loving, forgiving God who came seeking Adam and Eve in
their sin comes seeking us in ours (Revelation 3:20). Will you welcome Him and accept the covering
for your sin which He and He alone provides?
Accept Him now.
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

3. NOAH & the FLOOD

MAIN EVENT: The Worldwide Flood
MAIN PEOPLE: Noah and His Family
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Genesis 5-10

BIBLE VERSE: Genesis 6:8-10 But Noah found favor in
the eyes of the Lord. e
blameless among the people of his time, and he walked
with God.

TIME: 3,000 BC
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: World, Mt. Ararat

FLOOD

I I I
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC

) A This is the third time period in our
P @ overview of the Bible. It begins with Adam and
. R, Eve leaving Eden (Genesis 3:22-24) and
concludes with the end of the flood (Genesis
8:14). During this time man is responsible to
work the ground to live. Women have pain in
childbirth and wives will be under subjection to
their husbandds authority

From the fall in Eden to the flood in
Noaho6s day aykamsspassed. 2t,wWas) 0
approximately 3000 BC wh
came to an end and it was time for judgment to
come in the form of a flood.

Mankind had failed to obey God. The
first person born, Cain, murdered his own

Fersia

brother, Abel. People continuedtosi n unti |l God sent the great worl
the world. Still, His grace was seen in that He provided a way of salvation for any who would put their

faith in Him. He also preserved Noah and his family in the ark during the flood. There was always a
faithful minority, a remnant, who remained true to God.
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MEET NOAH

Noah was preserved because he obeyed God and was righteous in His sight (Genesis 6:9;
7:1). God told him to build a large boat 520 feet (170 meters) long, 45 feet (15 meters) wide and 75
feet (25 meters) high. This large container could hold as much as 600 railroad cars. He spent about
75 years building the ark. Noah, his wife, his three sons (Shem, Ham and Japheth) and their wives
all went into the boat. They took two of each unclean animal and seven pairs of each clean animal
with them (Genesis 7:2). God then sent a world-wide flood to destroy sinful man but Noah and his
family were safe and secure in the ark. God does not judge His people, we are safe from
condemnation (Romans 8:1).

It rained for 40 days and the earth was covered with water for a whole year after that. The
water was one mile deep. It was during this time that the earth was reformed into the continents as
they are today. The canopy of moisture that was around the earth making it like a terrarium
disappeared when all the water in it came to earth, so its protection on man and animal was gone.
People then lived to be 950 years old, sometimes more. The north and south polar caps froze.
Without there being a tropical climate everywhere vegetation did not grow as fast as before the flood.
Therefore the | arge animals, |like dinosaurs, did

After the flood God placed His rainbow in the sky as a promise to never again judge the whole
world by a flood. Noah showed his thankfulness by offering blood sacrifices to God. He lived 350
years after the flood. This was the third distinct time period in the Old Testament.

17



BIBLE OVERVIEW

4. BABEL

MAIN EVENT: Tower of Babel
MAIN PEOPLE: Nimrod
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Genesis 11

BIBLE VERSE: Genesis 11:4 Then they said, "Come,
let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches
to the heavens, so that we may make a name for
ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the

whole earth."
TIME: 2,600 BC

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
Indus Valley Kot Duini, then Mature Harappan

Dravidian Civilization begins in South India.

China empire forming

Cuneiform writing in Sumeria

Egypt Old Kingdom
Maya culture starting

Great Pyramid built in Egypt
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION:

Flood

74

BABEL

4,000 BC

3,000 BC

2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC

The fourth major event in the Old Testament
focuses on the Tower of Babel. This period begins
with Noah and his family leaving the ark (Genesis 8:15)
and ends with Godds <call
12:1). Man was responsible to keep the covenant God
made with Noah. He was to subdue the earth. God
now said mankind could eat meat (but not with the
blood in it) and exercise capital punishment. However,
again man failed. His rebellion and disobedience
culminated with the building of the Tower of Babel.
God judged their disobedience by changing their
languages and scattering the people, but He did make
allowances for languages to be translated so people
can still communicate with each other.
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MEET NIMROD

Nimrod is the first person after the flood of whom more than just a name is given. His name
means Ato r ebel . anighty®oedon theaeprtho(Gea 10i8% Thioagh his pride and self-
will, he forced himself into a position of pre-e mi nence over others. He i s
before the Lordo (Genesis 10:9). AfBef oreodo mean:t
God. Hetooktheleadinboldl v defyi ng Godos aut éarofrmer, tyacking ddven b e
and killing men for sport! His lust for power make him more like a wild beast than a human being. He
had people worship him, not God. He was inhumane, cruel, brutal and God-defying. He founded two
great civilizations: Babylon and Nineveh (Genesis 10:10-12). These two ruled the then-known world
for hundreds and hundreds of years. Ni mroddos pu
could stay and worship him as their ruler.

Truly Nimrod is a picture of the Antichrist who will unite the world the same way. The
meaning of both  of t heir names i s 0tahThessalenaesi2.8). Edtlewad a wl ¢
murderer (Psalm 5:6), a world ruler (king - Daniel 11:36), started or headed Babylon (Isaiah 14:4;
Revelation 17:3-5), was mighty (2 Thessalonians 2:9), and was motivated by pride (2 Thessalonians
2:4). Each attempt at usurping Go d 6 s a witl énd with fjuggment. Revelation 17 and 18 even
call this empire ofthe Ant i chri st s &éBabyl on. 6

Up to Nimrodds ti me lahguage (@enesisdl:1}y whick ddam mstantly
knew when he was created, as did Eve. Language specialists today say all languages can be traced
to one original language. Nimrod took advantage of this to encourage all to stay together to build a
great temple as the central focus of their civilization, so that together they could accomplish more
than if they all went their separate directions as God had commanded (Genesis 1:28; 9:1). They
were to depend on each other, and especially Nimrod, instead of God. The central place of worship
was to be built with fAa tower that reaches to t
were trying to make it tall enough totouch Go d, | utepthadttchda with theé hieavens. A more
plausible explanation is that they built a temple on top to worship the sun, moon and stars. Nimrod
seemingly perverted Godbés plan of salvation i n t
Archaeologists have found numerous temples of this type, called Ziggurats, all focusing on
worshipping the heavens. It is the start of astrology. THIS is the reason God changed their
languages and scattered them: not because they wanted to make a tall building but because they
were perverting His good news of the gospel to form a united world with Satan at the head instead of
God. This is why He judged it so severely (Genesis 11:5-9), and will again during the Tribulation.

At this time it seems that there were about 70 family units (about 800 to 1,000 people) on
earth. These became the 70 nations listed in Genesis 10. Those who descended from Shem settled
chiefly in Central Asia and became the Jews, Assyrians, Persians, Arabs, Chaldeans, Indians,
Chinese and eventually American Indians. Those descended from Ham settled in Africa and Egypt
and became the Negroes, Egyptians, Canaanites and Hittites. J a p h ededtendants settled mainly
in Europe and became the Greeks, Romans, Teutons, Anglo-Saxons and Europeans.

Does this mean we shoul dnot have one worl d
language? To the extent that these bring about a situation which Satan can use to bring attention to
himself instead of God they are wrong. To the extent that they set things up for the Antichrist to be
able to come and set up his one world empire they are wrong. To the extent that we trust in man and
his solutions instead of God they are wrong. Anything that does now or potentially can take the
attention from God is wrong. He is to be praised and worshipped above all else. He is to have first
place. He is to be preeminent. Bless His holy name!

God doesnb t give up on man, t hough. He now trie:
Abraham, and the Jewish nation that will come from him.
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

5. ABRAHAM

MAIN EVENT: Abraham, Ur to Palestine

MAIN PEOPLE: Abraham, Sarah (Job)

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Genesis 12-25 (Job)

BIBLE VERSE: Genesis 15:6 Abram believed the Lord,

and he credited it to him as righteousness. 3 l l ‘ &
TIME: 2,200 BC ABRAHAM

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
China Xi Dynasty ruling
Indus Valley Civilization at its height

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Ur, Palestine

74

Flood ABRAHAM
| Babel | |

4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC

with man (Genesis 12:1). Abram was born about
4500 years after Adam and about 2200 years
before Jesus. He was born about 400 years after
the tower of Babel. His story starts in Genesis
12. It is our fifth time period as we travel through
the history of the Bible. Instead of God trying to
reach all of mankind He now shifts His focus to
one man through whom He will start a nation, the
people of Israel. Through them He wants to
reach the rest of the world by their example and
by giving them His word, the Bible. He will also
send His promised Messiah through this nation
(Genesis 3:15). This is important to understand
in order to develop our foundation of the Old Testament. The Jews are still God6 s c¢c hos en
will one day be restored to prominence again.

The first four events in our Bible overview covered 2,000 years. Only 11 chapters in Genesis
tell us about them. Now the story slows down. The next four events, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and
Joseph, cover only 300 years but are recorded in 39 chapters in Genesis (12-50).
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The first 11 chapt er s -angle |&s ofdistorys coeering thdSe 4b6@s w
years in brief outline form. When the account gets to Abram it slows down to a crawl and God
switches to His close-up lens. God used him to start His chosen nation, the Jews. He could have
used Job or Melchizedek, outstanding believers who were also alive at his time. He chose Abram,
the weakest, so He would get all the honor and glory for what Hedid. That 6 s why He oft
do things that seem impossible for us, so that He gets the credit for what is accomplished.

MEET ABRAHAM

Abr amos l i fe was a series of tests God usec
opportunities for Him to trust in God. Some he failed, others he passed.

1. LEAVE UR (Genesis 11:24 - 12:9) God told Abram to leave Ur, the most advanced city of its day
where the moon was worshipped. He had been there 60 years and it was hard to leave. He passed

that first test because he went straight to Haran 600 miles away. However he also failed in that he

took his father and nephew, whi ch was against Go d disn mach tloeblesHea n d
had to wait in Haran 15 years until his sick father died before he could (Acts 7:2-4). Then he went

400 miles to Palestine. By this time he was 75 years old.

2. FAMINE (Genesis 12:10-20) There was a famine in the land shortly after Abram arrived, and,
instead of staying and trusting God he headed to Egypt (a picture of the world) to find food. He
always had a problem with fear. He even said Sarai was his sister to protect his own life. If God
h a d sabed them from Pharaoh that would have been the end of this new nation God was forming.
God was faithful even when Abramwa s not .

3. WEALTH (Genesis 13:1-4) God had made him very wealthy in Egypt, a temptation to trust in
the wealth instead of Him but Abram was faithful (Psalm 118:8-9; Proverbs 28:25).

4. CONFLICT WITH LOT (Genesis 13:5-1 8 ) Soon there wasnotAbmamsou gh
Abram let Lot have first choice of the available land, even though it all belonged to Abraham. Lot
chose the best for himself - Sodom.

5. LOT CAPTURED (Genesis 14:1-16) Lot lived in a very sinful city. When enemies defeated
Sodom, Abram had to decide if he would risk his life to rescue Lot. He did so.

6. POWER & WEALTH (Genesis 14:17-24) Then the king of Sodom tried to give Abram riches for
rescuing his people, but Abram knew God wanted him to depend only on Him, so he turned them
down, with the encouragement and support of Melchizedek (Psalm 40:4).

7. SON PROMISED (Genesis 15:1-21) Even thoughphysical | 'y Sar ai ,waswayteomnld,s w
God said Abram would have an heir (son). It was hard to believe, especially when time passed and
nothing happened. God was teaching Abram to trust Him totally (Psalm 27:14; 37:5).

8. HAGAR (Genesis 16:1-4) While waiting, Sarai came up with a plan that was culturally acceptable.
It was for Abram to have a son by her servant and consider it hers. It seemed like a good way to
solve the problem, so, instead of waiting for God to provided, unfortunately Abram did what she
suggested.

9. ISHMAEL (Genesis 16:5-16) Having a son by Hagar | ust di dnot v
jealousy and turmoil in the family. Sarai told Abram to kick them out and he listened to her.

10. OBEY (CIRCUMCISION) (Genesis 17:1-27) By now Abram was 99, and still had no son. He
was too old to father a child, and Sarai was way too old to conceive. Still, God told Abram to have all
of his males circumcised as a sign of faith in His promise of a coming son. He even changed their
names. Abr am ( ffeaxtahletreod became Abraham (Afather of
became Sar ah (Abrgham respoadedimfaith and obeyed Him.
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11. SON NEXT YEAR (Genesis 18:1-15) Now Godds promises gotd
t h e ynavala son within the next year. Sarah was skeptical, but Abraham believed God and so
passed this test.

12. INTERCESSION (Genesis 18:16-33) God showed Abraham that Sodom and Gomorrah were
going to be judged for their sins. Lot would have died, too, but Abraham interceded for him, believing
God could spare him in His mercy if He chose. God promised He would.

13. LIE ABOUT SARAH (Genesis 20:1-17) This retest was the same as test # 2: protecting himself

eVE

by saying Sarah was his sister ( so when she was t alwahamtwo uP danréa o

killed) or trust God by staying out of Egypt in the first place! Again he failed.

14. ISHMAEL SENT OUT (Genesis 21:1-21) Abraham d i d n 0 t his fetestd, thoagh.l When Sarah
again wanted Hagar and Ishmael kicked out he went to God, willing to do whatever God said. He
said it was time for them to go an dallylbrghdm was dble
to put God abov ean®lasroanfagarsandpdo ehat svasright.

15. ISAAC SACRIFICED (Genesis 22:1-19) A b r a h &amhdnsGod was really tested when God told
him to take Isaac and sacrifice him to God. This was a picture of God Himself sacrificing His only
son, Jesus, in nearly the same location. For Abraham, though, a substitute ram was provided so he
didndét have to kil his son. But when Godoés
substitute, for Jesus was the substitute for the rest of the world. Abrahamdi dndét have
to death, but God the Father did, so He could become our substitute.

16. SARAH DIES (Genesis 23:1-20) A b r a h aife6Sarah, died when she was 127 years old. For
all God had promised him, he d i d rvénthavesland to bury her on! He had to trust that God knew
best when He took his| i f e 6 sAbmalearm also had to trust Him to help him be both mother and
father to Isaac. God was with him, even providing him with another wife, Keturah.

17. | SAACO(Genesis FAR-9) Trusting God for a wife for Isaac was hard, but Abraham
followed His leading and sent Eleazar back to his home area to find a wife who was a believer in God.
God provided Rebekah for Isaac.

18. DEATH (Genesis 25:1-11) Abraham lived to be 175. His last test was to trust God when he was
facing death, to trust Him with his soul at death and for all eternity. He had faith in God and died in
peace (Isaiah 26:4; Psalm 9:9-10).

19. WHOLE LIFE You could say Ab r a h avhoe dife was a test. He passed some and failed
others. He did pass more than he failed and God was good and merciful to him. God included

Abrahamas an example of faith in His @HSalThe JeWs stifk ai t

knowhimas t he AFatihtehrf uodf. ot he Fa

What about you? How are you responding to the opportunities God gives you to trust Him? If
God was keeping score in your life, how is your pass-fail ratio? How is it lately, any improvement?
Remember, with HIS help you can do all things (Acts 1:8; Romans 15:13; Ephesians 3:16).

During this time period named after Abraham, man is responsibletol i ve i n f ai t
promises as made in the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 15). Again man continued to fail. Abraham
di dnodot t rmingandHadlshingel by Hagar. Goddés grace i s seen in
restoring him and keeping his promises to His people.

Job lived during approximately the same time as Abraham so we will include Job in this time
period as well. His life story is told in the book that bears his name, Job.
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JOB:
SUFFERING

TITLE: After the main character TN
AUTHOR: Job (19:23-34) or Moses & X

DATE: 2000 BC (time of Abraham)

DATE of WRITING: About 2000 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Uz (Middle East) \QU F F E- R ‘NG
TIME COVERED: Later part o =

RECIPIENTS: Unknown

KEY VERSE: 1:21 "Naked | came from my mother's womb, and naked | will depart. The LORD gave

and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised."

KEY WORDS: AAf f IlfArcitg lothedo Y sldl (t4 Imetsi)me s ) ;eS )R Ans wer e

PURPOSE: To come to grips with the question: AW
THEME: Reasons for and purposes of suffering.

I grew up with a sister (no brothers) who grew into a very special woman. She was a woman of faith in
Jesus and was very friendly and loving. She did much good for all she knew. She had two little boys and a
fine husband who needed her. But she got cancer and
Judy?o0 dToceme up with a@ answer to help them better understand what God was doing, but there is
noanswer to the AWhy?d questi on. --an®iHd kgepsGitedt. Kkvanocasksg theh a t
guestion can be wrong when we ask with accusation or rebellion in our attitude, as if challenging God and
thinking He is wrong in what He does. Why do badthings happen t o peopl eduestionrat 6 s
an old one. ltés no surprise that the oldest book i1
DO good people suffer?

SUFFERINGSOFJOB The story of this fAMagni fi cen tnaildethoblbb Mi s
as a very rich, well-known, respected, and godly man. He is pictured as the outstanding man of his day (Job
1:1-5). However, Sat an, who accuses verdd éas, findsesonpethiag tovdoreplaia to God
about. Thatistheroot meani ng of t he inaecoser offb8lievers (Révelation 12:10). He accuses
Job of only serving God because God is giving him such a pleasant and prosperous life (1:6-11). For the sake
of His honor and glory, God allows Satan to attack Job (1:12), to prove J o bléve is sincere and not self-
seeking. Notet h at Satan canot do anything to Godbés people
A Fatfhielrt er ed. 0
Anyway, Satan takes away a | | Jobds riches alvdandpeven she dives af mis (1
children, whom he deeply loves and cares about (1:4-5, 18-19). Job realized that everything he had came
from God and that God had the right to take it all back without any explanation to Job (1:20-22). This is a
stirring testimony to true faith and right perspective in life. Remember, Job had no idea WHY this was
happening. He trusted and loved God as much when He gave blessings as when He took them away. | think
thekeyforus here is to remember titati svh@dad wse ihmyvteedad.ndt
Still Satan wasnot done, and accused Job 6afs hohgl
you have your health,y ou have e v eh). yAgdini God dlow¢d2Satdn to test Job, this time causing
physical pain in his life (2:6-7). Satan caused the most painful afflictions he could, so that poor Job just sat in
ashes, scratching open his puss-pockets to gain some minor relief (2:7-8). Even his wife, who may have been
left alive for just this purpose, encouraged him to curse God so God would kill him and put him out of his
misery (2:9). Still, he stayed faithful in his love and devotion to God (2:10).

COUNSELORS OF JOB The majority of the book of Job, chapters 3-37, is poetical (which is why Job is
placed with the other poetical books in the Bible). Three friends of Job have come to try to force him to admit
t hat he wouldnoét be suffering this way i f hdefentisahidhn 6 t
but not entir el y. spuniishmest ofMibhIhey itsist. I@aghéd your home has just exploded,
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destroying every possession you have. Everyone in the family was killed but you and you are in the hospital,
wracked with pain, tubes coming out of you everywhere. The pastor and a couple friends show up and stay for
several weeks trying to force you to admit God did this because you are such a rotten sinner. How much
comfort would their visit bring you?

Job defends his innocence, knowing that God d o epanisid His people (Romans 8:1). Often today
we, too, think that when we or someone we know is going through a hard time it is because God is punishing
us. That 1is not true. God d o esn (ldebrews 1206411) hue he also allovise n
trials to come into our lives when we are faithful so that we will trust Him more and become even more faithful
and so abideinHm( John 15) . He doesndt t el |I,burtshenvinie get to lheavene t t
we will see that He knew and did what was best and right (John 13:7). Now we must trust Him (Romans 8:28).
As a young child doesnodot know why a |l oving parent wo
why God allows things to happen to us. Just becausewedon 6t Kkrowetason doesndét mea
though. We do know that God will abundantly bless and reward us for faithfully trusting Him through the
valleys in life, though (2 Corinthians 4:16-17; Romans 8:18). That may or may not happen in this life, but
certainly will in heaven.

BLESSINGS OF JOB After spending many chapters trying to blame Job for his situation, God interrupts and,
in a voice dripping with sarcasm, shows them they have no business trying to second-guess Him. Read Job

38-41 when you start wondering if God knows what He isdoing! God t el | s Db théy havetoaomes e
to Job and ask him to pray for them o£r9).tThiemust havelrdallyf e e
humbl ed t hem! Then esdssiong touhled @2110-46). IHe dvenlreplacedphis children.

He dtihave @ double them, for his other children were still living in heaven. Thus in effect he did have
double the number of children, too.

Job never does know WHY God did this, and neither do we today. Perhaps bad things happen to good
people to show Satan they love God for the right reasons, perhaps it is to learn to trust God more or depend on
His grace more completely (as was the case with  Paul 6s t ho-r2Coiinthniansh2: 7) esbar f
glorywhenweandother s see His provision and deliverance, or |
who suffer (2 Corinthians 1:3-24). Whatever the reason might be, we know God is Sovereign and loves us
deeply (Romans 8). All He does is for His glory and our benefit.

WHY DOES GOD ALLOW SUFFERING? Ultimately all suffering is to be glory to God and growth to the
one going through it. God uses it for other purposes as well, thought, such as showing the conflict
between God and Satan (Job 1-2),to present Goddés message (Hosea), to t
(Hebrews 5:8; Philippians 2:8), to learn to depend on God6é s ¢ 2 €arimthiags 12:7-10), to draw us
closer to Christ (1 Peter 1:7-8; Isaiah 49:2), demonstrates Godd s wer ¢John 13:16; 16:33; 1 Peter
1:13) and helps us assist others who suffer (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).

HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND TO SUFFERING? When going through suffering
make sure you are in Goddés will (1 Pe
benefit (John 15:2; Romans 8:28). Wewondt know why these
later (John 13:7). Use this as an opportunity to trust Him and draw closer to Him
(Hebrews 13:5). His love has been proved by what He did for us on the cross, so
there is no reason to doubt that.

OUTLINE OF JOB

I. SUFFERING OF JOB (Afflictions) 1-2
A. J Girlouinstances 1:1-5
B. Jobobés Cail2altni ti es 1:6
C. Jobbés ComifBorters 2:1

[Il. COUNSELORS OF JOB (Answers) 3-42
A. Jobbs Cry 3
B. Jobds Critics
(Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar) 4-31

1.Cycle 1l 4-14
2. Cycle 2 15-21
3. Cycle 3 22-32
.Jobdés Comfor#32r (EI i
Jobbés @2eator 38

[1l. BLESSINGS OF JOB 42
A . Jobds Confirmati on
B. Jobb6s Consol ati on
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

6. ISAAC

MAIN EVENTS: Birth, Sacrifice of Isaac
MAIN PEOPLE: Isaac, Rebekah
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Genesis 21-28,35

BIBLE VERSE: Genesi s 17:19 nsSa
son, and you will call him Isaac. | will establish My
covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his
descendants after him.o

TIME: 2,100 BC

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
Egypt, Middle Kingdom replaces Old Kingdom
Hittite Civilization begins

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine

74

Flood ISAAC
| Babel Abraham | |
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC

Goddés promises to Abr a

his son Isaac, the 6" time period in our study.
God had promised Abraham that he and Sarah
would have a son even though they were too old,
and they did (Hebrews 11:17-19). Isaac showed
times of great faith, as when he trusted his father
Abraham to offer his life as a sacrifice (Genesis
22). He also had times of great disobedience in
his life.

MEET ISAAC

Isaac was born to parents who were old
enough to be his grandparents. His father,
Abraham, was 100 years old when he was born.

: His mother, Sarah, was 90 (Genesis 21:5; 17:17).
Truly he was a miracle baby and they were very glad to have him. He was special to God as well for
God chose hisn a me . 0l saacb6 means Ol aughtero6 (Genesis ]

HITTI\TES

Isaac was circumcised at eight days old, as was the custom. But by the time he was weaned
at age two (Genesis 21:8) there were family problems. His father, Abraham, had gotten impatient
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waiting for him to be conceived so he followed S a r a duggsstion that he have a son through her
servant Hagar. This was an accepted practice in those days, especial | y when a wife
an heir. But by the time Isaac was weaned that boy, Ishmael, had been treating Isaac so cruelly
because of his jealousy that Sarah demanded he and his mother be sent away (Genesis 21:9-14).

God took care of them, though (Genesis 21:12-21).

| s a achkildhsod was normal for an only child. He had lots of love and attention. His parents
taught him about God and he learned to love and trust God at an early age. When he was a young
man a test came into his life which challenged his faith in God and his father. Abraham asked Isaac
to accompany him on a trip to go worship God (Ge
often. What was different was that he noticed as they prepared for the offering that there was no
animal to kill and sacrifice. When his father said Isaac was to be the sacrificed he could hardly
believe it. Abrahamdi dndét u why&odsmasadoing this but he felt that God would somehow
bring Isaac back to life after he killed him (Hebrews 11:17-19). It must have been very difficult for
Isaac to allow his own father to take his life, but he had been raised to trust and obey his father as
well as God. So he willingly lay on the altar i his father was too old to force him to do it against his
will. As he awaited the knife to come down and end his life something very strange happened. God
spoke and told Abraham he di dn ot Idaac\becausede kad provided a substitute, a ram
caught in the bushes nearby. They both praised God for His provision of a substitute.

The surrender and submission of Isaac to be sacrificed on Mt Moriah is a type of Christ Who
was also obedient to death (Philippians 2:5-8). Abraham was a picture of God the Father who did not
spare His own Son but delivered Him up for us all (John 3:16; Romans 8:32). The ram miraculously
caught in the thicket and sacrificed instead of Isaac is a picture of Jesus who was offered as a
sacrifice in the place of all mankind (Hebrews 10:5-10). A b r a h assasce that they would go
worship and together return (Genesis 22:5) pictures resurrection from death (Hebrews 11:17-19).
Throughout the Bible God shows His love and power, and has many pictures of what Jesus will do
when He comes to earth. The whole Old Testament points to Jesus. It is the foundation of the
building, and so understanding these things helps us understand Jesus and what He will do to
remove sin and provide salvation.

The next major event in | s a aife &as his marriage to Rebekah, soon after his mother died.
He was thirty-seven when she died. Abraham sent a trusted servant to Mesopotamiat o s eek G
will for a wife for Isaac from among his own kin. Isaac was forty when he married Rebekah (Genesis
24). She brought him great comfort from the loss of his mother.

Several years later his father Abraham distributed his property, giving Isaac his possessions
while his sons by Hagar and Keturah were sent away with presents. Ishmael and Isaac buried
Abraham in the cave of Machpelah and Isaac moved to Beer-lahai-roi (Genesis 25:5-11).

Rebekah and Isaac wanted to have children, b u t it wasnot unt i | aft
marriage, in direct answer to prayer, they were given two sons, Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25:21-26).
Rebekah and Isaac seem to have grown apart over the years, and perhaps they turned to their sons
to make up for what was missing in their marriage. Isaac took great delight in Esau because of his
manly, outdoor character. Jacob, a quieter type, was drawn closer to Rebekah. Unfortunately the
faith of Isaac 6chkildhood d o e s n 6 tas sfr@ng imhis later years as when he was young. There is
always that danger, of drifting from God as we age. God wants His children to stay faithful to the end,
to finish strong and to always keep growing in their faith. If you, like Isaac, find your faith and
obedience were stronger when you were younger than they are now, confess that sin and ask God to
restore you to your former relationship with Him. Then spend time reading His Bible and praying
each day, and live a life of holiness in obedience to Him.
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| saaco0s | aas klsosden wheniatfamine hit the land and, instead of trusting God for
provision, he took his family out of the Promised Land to find food. Hek new Godd&s pis
father and himself, but he did not fully trust in G o d pratection. He followed his fears and moved to
Gerar, then called Rebekah his sister, afraid the people might try to kill him if they knew she was his
wife. His father had done the same thing i twice. Unfortunately he was following his example.
When Abimelech, the Philistine king where they had moved, found out the truth he strongly rebuked
Isaac but allowed them to remain in the land (Genesis 26:1-11).

Eventuallyhisf | ocks and her ds g¢gr e wmdoolsabhcaandghe others ving
in that land. God was clearly blessing him. He eventually moved back to Beersheba where God
again appeared to him and spoke again all the blessings of the covenant. What a wonderful blessing
from God!

When he was 100 and Esau 40, Esau married Judith and Basemath, daughters of Canaan, but
they brought grief to Rebekah and Isaac (Genesis 26:34-35).

As lsaac got older his eyesight started to fade. Thinking his death would be near, he
requested Esau to make a special meal he enjoyed so he could eat it and then bless him before he
died. Issack new Goddés bl e shebonght ornvsalds and hee talsotkrmew it was supposed to
go to Jacob (Genesis 25:23). Hewasnot | i vi megadbnyhis foath. t Rebekals found out
about this plan to bypass Jacob and bless Esau instead. She tricked Isaac so he would unknowingly
bless Jacob instead. This so angered Esau he threatened to kill Jacob as soon as Isaac died.
Therefore Jacob was sent to Mesopotamia to get a wife from their family there (Genesis 27:41-28:6).

Many years later, when Jacob returned home with two wives and thirteen children, he found
Isaac living at Hebron. It was here Isaac died at the age of 180 and was buried by his sons (Genesis
35:27-29).

Isaacd $ife is an example of someone who starts off strong in their faith when young but then
gradually drifts from God. God, in His faithfulness, did give him years of blindness at the end of his
life where he had nothing to do but sit and talk to God. He used that to bring Isaac back to Him, but
how much better it would have been had he never drifted from Him in the first place. Perhaps you are
facing a difficulty in life. Could it be God is trying to use that to get your attention and bring you closer
to Him?
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BIBLE OVERVIEW )
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MAIN EVENTS: Jacob born, conflict with Esau, Laban =
MAIN PEOPLE: Jacob, Esau, Rachel, Laban :
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Genesis 25-37, 46-50

BIBLE VERSE: Genesis 32:28 Then the Man said, "Your name will
no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with
God and with men and have overcome."

TIME: 2,000 BC e

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
Stonehenge built in England

Hittite Civilization expands in Turkey
Indus Valley civilization collapses
Minoan Civilization grows on Crete

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine, Paddan Aram

(uon>u

JACOB
Flood Isaac
| | Babel Abraham |
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC

Israel through Abraham and Isaac passed on to
Jacob, the seventh time period in our overview of
the Bible. Jacob was later called lIsrael, which
eventually became the name of the whole nation.

MEET JACOB

Jacob was the answerto hisf at her 6s
(Genesis 25:21) but became the favorite son of his
mother (Genesis 25:28). Actually, Jacob is his
nickname, because when his brother was born he
was holding onto his heel (Genesis 25:26) as if
trying to take hold of what was his br ot haedr 6 s
*] make it his own instead. He did that after birth with

%‘“ The promises God made to the nation

NCIENT NEAR EA

their birthright (Genesis 25:29-34) and also with his
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father s bl es s-29).datdr Gaa charged $is riame td Israel, though (Genesis 32:28).

Like his grandfather Abraham, Jacob traveled around a lot. He went from Beersheba to Bethel
(Genesis 28:10-22), then to Shechem (Genesis 33:18-20), back to Bethel (Genesis 35:6-7) and to
Hebron (Genesis 35:27). Also like Abraham, he built altars where he lived as he continued to worship
and serve the God of Abraham and Isaac. Eventually he ended up moving to Egypt with his son
Joseph. He died there at a very advanced age (Genesis 46-49).

J a c o ldedves, for the most part, quiet and uneventful. There were some times of great
excitement and activity, though, like when he went to Haran in Mesopotamia. He was escaping the
wrath of his brother Esau for stealing the blessing his father wanted to give to Esau. He went to his
uncl e Labanos RB:d0mnen theBnay at Bathel, h& had a dream of a staircase reaching
from earth to heaven with angels going up and down on it. God reiterated to him the promises He
had given to Abraham, his grandfather, and Isaac, his father.

While in Haran he married sisters: Rachel and Leah. He had four sons from Leah: Reuben,
Si meon, Levi and Judah. Rachel was | eal bim&er anc
servant Bilhal to have children for her. With her Jacob had Dan and Naphtali. Leah then did the
same thing, giving Jacob her servant Zilpah, with whom he had Gad and Asher. Then Leah herself
had Issachar and Zebulun. Finally Rachel was able to have children and had Joseph and Benjamin.
He also had one daughter, Dinah. From these twelve sons came the twelve tribes of Israel. Levi
became the priestly tribe so wasnot counted amo
Joseph, his grandsons, Ephraim and Manassah, each became atribe. Ther e was Josepht ©i b
but one from each of his sons.

Returning from his long stay in Haran, at the ford of the River Jabbok, he had another strong
encounter with God Himself. He was fearful of his upcoming reunion with Esau (Genesis 32:7). He
found himself suddenly engaged in a physical wrestling match with God which mirrored the inner
wrestling going on in his soul with Him. For the first time in his life he could not conquer something in
his own strength. Submi t t i ng t o Godods fognd the peace hephadwbean seeking.
Because of this God changed hisname t o | sr ael whi ch deeddrcaled th® r i n
place Peniel i because he saw God face to face and lived (Genesis 32:30).

The impact of these experiences stayed with Jacob and molded him into a man of God. At the
end of his life, when he was quite old (Genesis 47:28), he called his twelve sons around his bed to tell
them what should befall them in the last days (Genesis 49:1). He talked to them in the order of their
birth. His strongest words were spoken to Reuben, the firstborn, whom he admonished because of
his sin (Genesis 49:3-4), and Simeon and Levi, whom he cursed for their anger and cruelty (Genesis
49:5-7). His greatest blessing from God was bestowed on Judah, who would be praised by his
brothers and whose tribe would be the source of royalty (Genesis 49:8-12).

Following this scene, Jacob died and was embalmed (Genesis 49:33; 50:2). By his own
request his body was carried back to the land of Canaan and was buried in the family burial ground in
the cave of the field of Machpelah (Genesis 49:29-32; 50:13). We can learn from his life the
importance of letting God break our self-sufficiency so we learnto dependon|l y on Hi m. I
very necessary.

Unlike his father Isaac, whost ar t ed out strong in faith but w
years, Jacob started off poorly using deception to manipulate and get his own way. But in the end of
his life his faith and devotion grew and he became a strong man of faith.
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

8. JOSEPH

MAIN EVENTS: Joseph, all the Jews into Egypt
MAIN PEOPLE: Joseph, brothers, Pharaoh
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Genesis 37-50

BIBLE VERSE: Genesis 50:20 You intended to harm me, but God
intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving
of many lives.

TIME: 1,900 BC

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
Hammurabi establishes Babylonian Empire
Assyria grows in power

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine, Egypt

Jacob
Flood Isaac JOSEPH
| Babel Abraham | |
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC
: 4 Joseph was the second youngest but
V o @ favorite son of Jacob. The story line of the Old

i Testament focuses on him as he was sold into
slavery in Egypt during this 8" period in our Bible
overview. This prepared the way for the whole
nation to find refuge in Egypt during a famine.
The line of the Messiah went through his brother
Judah, but we name this time period after Joseph
because the emphasis of this time is on him.

MEET JOSEPH

Everyone wants to be loved and accepted
by the others in their family, but what do you do
.| wheny our br otlkeyoug Thhbisnotian
enviable situation to be in, but one in which
Joseph found himself. He was the eleventh son of Jacob, but the first of his favorite wife Rachael
(Genesis 33: 2, 7). Theref or e . Resepbwas bomen Haranswvhile
Jacob was still serving Laban (Genesis 30:22-25).

Fersia

Because hewa s R a ¢ h aahild,éasd bécauses@od had gifted him in many special ways,
his father liked him more than his brothers. He even gave him a special coat to show his favoritism
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(Genesis 37:2-4). Hi s b r @ealdusy rcauged them to dislike Joseph. His reporting their evil
conduct to his father caused them to dislike him even more. But what really made them upset was
telling them about his dreams which foretold his leadership over the whole family (Genesis 37:5-11).

Because of this his brothers found an opportunity to sell Joseph as a slave to a caravan
heading to Egypt. To cover up their deception, the brothers concealed the truth by convincing their
father that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal. In Egypt he was sold to Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh, and became a slave.

God was with him and blessed him even in slavery. He became a very trusted servant and
directed all his mast er 6s af f awhersPot i hdvileetnédto seduce Joseph and he
refused, she lied and blamed him for attacking her. To save face, the master had to have Joseph put
in prison. But even there God blessed him and gave him great wisdom so that soon the head of the
prison put its daily affairs into his hands (Genesis 39:1-23).

While in prison he correctly interpreted the dreams of two of his fellow prisoners, but it took two
years until he was remembered and brought i nt o the palace to inte
40). God revealed to him the meaning of the dreams. There would be seven years of plenty when
the fields produced great harvests. Following this would be seven years of severe famine and
starvation. Joseph advised Pharaoh to store the extra food from the good years to help carry the
country through the bad years. Because of J 0 s e pnBighsand wisdom, Pharaoh made him head
over everyone, second only to Pharaoh himself, so he could implement and carry out this ambitions
plan. Pharaoh gave him a daughter of an Egyptian priest as his wife.

Things turned out exactly as Joseph had predicted. Each year the famine got worse and
worse and people from many nations came and bought food from Pharaoh, as did the Egyptians
themselves. As a result, Pharaoh became even more rich and powerful. It was during these years
that Joseph had two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim (Genesis 41:47-52).

God was behind all this, using thisto setupthings so Josephoés brothe
be forced to go to Egypt to get it. God used this to humble his brothers, to reunite them with Joseph,
and to save the family of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God also had to move them from Canaan
where they were intermarrying and soon would no longer be a nation set apart to Him. In Egypt they
were rejected and had to live alone, marrying only other Jews as God intended, until they became a
large, strong nation of two and a half million when Moses led them out of Egypt to freedom.

God used Joseph in a special way for His work, but it was a painful life he lived. He had to
remain faithful despite extreme suffering. God used all of it, even the rejection by his brothers, to
bring about the good He had planned (Romans 8: 2 8 AYou intended
for good to accomplish é th
lives today.

In many ways Joseph was a picture of Jesus. Both were specially loved by their fathers
(Genesis 37:3; Matthew 3:17; 12:18), prophesied to be rulers (Genesis 37:5-11; Daniel 7:13-14;
Micah 4:7; 5:2), and were rejected by their brothers (Genesis 37:4-5, 11; John 7:3-5; 15:18-19) whom
they forgave (Genesis45:5, 10-15; Luke 23:34). Each was sent on a special mission by their father
(Genesis 37:13, 18-20; Matthew 21:37-38; Mark 12:6-7), then rejected and plots were made against
them (Genesis 37:18-28; John 11:47-53; Acts 2:22-23). Both went to Egypt (Genesis 37:28; Matthew
2:13-15) , wer e made sl aves (Genesi s 39:1; Phil i
(Genesis 41:38; Luke 4:1; Acts 10:38). Each was appointed to bring life to the people around them
(Genesis 41:55-57; Acts 4:12; 1 John 5:11-12). God used the evil done to them for His good
(Genesis 45:5-8; 50:20; Acts 3:12-18) and both were saviors (Genesis 47:25; Acts 13:23). Jesus was
sinless and perfect (1 Peter 2:22) and Joseph is one of the very, very few people in the Bible of whom
no sin is mentioned.
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THE JEWS IN EGYPT AFTER JOSEPH

The Jews remained in Egypt for about 400 years, until Moses came to deliver them. God put
them there to keep them pure (from intermarrying with Gentiles in the land) and to make them into a
nation that would serve Him. Unfortunately that was a painful process for them, as it often is for us.

A visitor to Israel saw a shepherd bringing flocks into their fold. All walked on their own but
one, which he carried because it had a broken leg. When asked how the leg got broken, the
shepherd said he had broken it himself because the sheep was stubborn and kept wandering away
from the shepherd. With its leg broken, the sheep was dependent on the shepherd for everything:
food, water and transportation. The shepherd said that by the time the leg healed the sheep will have
learned to trust the shepherd and obey him, not wandering off on its own any more. God does that
same thing to His peoplei onl 'y we dondt | earn so qui cKkl kistory, He
up to today. A clear example of it is with the Jews in Egypt.

INTO EGYPT No nation on earth is so mixed up with the history of Israel as Egypt. From patriarchal
times through today, Egypt and Israel have been closely connected. When God formed a nation from
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, He told them to stay pure, to not marry unbelievers. This was
necessary for Him to grow a nation of His people. Instead they intermarried with the Gentiles around
them and their faith in God fadeD as they brought idols and other gods into their families. Thus God
had to intervene to save them from themselves.

Through Joseph and the famine, He had all 70 of them move into Egypt (Exodus 1:1-5). There
they had to stay pure and marry only among themselves, for the Egyptians were very prejudiced
towards them and would not intermarry among them
obey and depend on their Shepherd (Hebrews 12:5-10; Revelation 3 : 1 9) . It was, [
out 0 fnation ot Idrael. The prodigal son had to go into the world to learn his lesson the hard
way. Often we must, too.

IN EGYPT Eventually Joseph and his contemporaries died (Exodus 1:6) and the nation of Israel

grew (Exodus 1:7) from 70 to 2 ¥ million over 400 years. God haD said He would make a great
nation of them, and God always keeps His promises. However, Egy pt wasndt a vacesa
furnace to refine and mature them. Theywer e t here to grow s pi Gadkepta | |
gradually turning up the heat higher and higher.

PLAN 1: LABOR CAMPS When a new dynasty arose in Egypt which was antagonistic to outsiders,
the Jews felt the brunt of his persecution (Exodus 1:8). In the Bible, Egypt is a type, a picture of the

world system under Satanés (Pharaohoés) control. |t [
(Hebrews 11:26) and fleshly wisdom and false religion (Exodus8:7; 1 Kings 4:30). It appeals to the
fleshwithi t s | eeks, garlic and onions. Godds manna

(Deuteronomy 4 : 20) and i s eventually obExoelustlZi20;d54n7). by Go d¢

Pharaoh took out his hatred of foreigners by oppressing the Jews. Of course Satan is always
behind ant-Semi ti sm just as he is behind persecution o
attacks those He loves i His children.

To keep them from growing larger (and joining with enemies of Egypt to overthrow the
government) Pharoah put them to hard slave labor (Exodus 1:9-14). This would weaken them,
discourage and disorganize them, and also help his economy. God allowed it to happen to the Jews
so they would turn to Him for help. He did it for their benefit, because He loved them (Psalm 119:67,
95).

God was behind all this. He even foretold that they would be slaves in Egypt (Genesis 15:13).
In order to cut loose the bonds that bound them to Egypt, the sharp knife of affliction must be used.
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Pharaoh was Godos i nstrument I n weaning them from the |
their own place as Godoés peopl e.

A little girl was traveling on a train, romping up and down the aisles, free from care and worry.
Suddenly the train entered a long, darktun n e | . She was terrified and |
lap as fast as she could.

All of us sometimes need atunneltos end us back to Godds | ap. S
event, only they didndét run backsanadtheaoodtinued tegroevn s
stronger (Exodus 1:12), so Pharaoh came up with another plan.

PLAN 2: SUBTLE GENOCIDE Pharaoh turns up the heat by ordering the midwives to kill all male
babies (Exodus 1:15-16). It was a simple matter of shutting off their breath while being born and
having them born dead. By killing the males there would still be women as slaves to work for
Pharaoh, but no soldiers to fight against them. Obviously Satan was behind it all T trying to destroy
the line of Christ (the same as he had babies killed in Bethlehem).

The plan didnét work, though, for the rendalei ve
babies (Exodus 1:17-1 9) . God |l imits Satands opposition, ar
God controlsand limit s Satanbdés efforts against Hi s m@mwaspol e,
cause the Jews to turn back to God.

The people continued to increase, as He had promised, and the midwives were rewarded by
God for their obedience to Him (Exodus 1:20-21). But Phar aoh/ Satan isndét do

PLAN 3: OVERT GENOCIDE Then Pharaoh turned up the heat, ordering that every male born be
cast into the Nile River. Gradually the pressure gets worse, all to get the Jews to turn back to God.
God allows painful experiences to come into the lives of His children when they drift from Him so they
will turn back to Him.

One day a workman was stuck on a high ledge of a building. He needed to get the attention of
someone below so they could send for help for him. He called and no one heard. He dropped a little

pebbl e but it fell unnoticed. At, ditleer. He kept droppingw a s
|l arger and | arger objects wuntil finally someone
to the Je ws . He was dropping | arger and | arger obj ec

their attention. He does that today, to us, as well. How big an object does He have to drop to get
your attention? Could He be trying to get your attention about something now?

Unfortunately i1itdés going to take another 80 vy
be ready to obey God and follow Moses out of Egypt.

Please understand that not all suffering is discipline from God. You should know in your heart
if things are right between you and God or if there is something there that needs attending to. His

Spiritwi | | convict you of anything wrong. Make sur e
His Spirit may be convictingyou of. fHe i snét showing you anything t
but if there is something between you and God please conf ess it now. Re me ml
work together for the good of those who |l ove the
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

9. MOSE S

MAIN EVENTS: Moses, Deliverance from Egypt
MAIN PEOPLE: Moses, Aaron, Pharaoh
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Exodus-Deuteronomy

BIBLE VERSE: Exodus 33:11 The Lord would speak to Moses

face to face, as a man speaks with his friend.
TIME: 1,500 BC

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
Brahma worship starts in India
Mycenaean Civilization in Greece
Shang dynasty in China

Sun Pyramid built in Mexico
Egypt reunited, expands

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Egypt, Mt Sinai, wilderness

Jacob @
Flood Isaac Joseph
| Babel Abraham MOSES |
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC
Much happened during this ninth
‘ 25 ’ ; period in Bible history which is named

Fersia

AragIAN

DeseeT

NCIENT NEAR EA

today.
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after Moses. There are many important
foundational truths to learn in order to
understand the rest of the structure of
the Bible. During this time the Jews left
Egypt and became an independent
nation. God delivered them and
became their King but they often
rejected Him and disobeyed him. As a
result they ended up wandering for 40
years in the desert (the smaller circle on
the map).

Of special interest during this
time is the institution of the Passover
and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
They teach about Jesus and His work
for us and set the foundation for the
Lorddés Supper whiafh
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The Law was given during this time as well, along with the Tabernacle, priesthood , offerings
and feasts.

With the givingof t he Law, Godods dealings with the
Law (Exodus 19:1), which will continue until Jesus fulfills the Law on the cross 1,500 years from
Mo s e s 6 Ramams &0:4( Deuteronomy 18:18; Matthew 5:17).  Man is now responsible to keep
the Law but fails over and over. Ultimately they will be judged by going into captivity. The northern
ten tribes, Israel, will be taken to Assyria. A few years later the southern two tribes, Judah, will be
taken to Babylon.

Still Gce avassseery duaing this time. Forgiveness was available for those who
repented. The sacrificial system showed that the blood of an innocent substitute paid for our sins.
Godds | ong pedgrace asadie His grateation and preservation of the nation, even though

they d i d deetve it. Through the prophets God gave many prophecies of the coming of the
Messiah and, eventually, His eternal reign on earth.
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MEET MOSES

The main person in this time period, Moses, is one of the most outstanding men in the Bible.
He is a man well worth studying for many lessons can be learned from him.

THE FIRST FORTY YEARS Moseso6 father, Amran (Exodus
mother, Jocabed (Exodus 6:20; Numbers 26:59), were both very godly followers of Jehovah. He had
a sister, Miriam, who was 12 when he was born (Exoodus 2:4) and a brother, Aaron, 3 years older
than he was (Exodus 2:7-10; 7:7). Moses was born in about 1525 (Exodus 2:2), in slavery in Egypt.

His parents hid him for 3 months (Exodus 2:2; Acts 7:20; Hebrews 11:23) but then had to trust

his care to God almighty. God provided wonderfully, having him raised in Thebes by Phar ao

daughter Hatshepsut (Acts 7:20-22). His birth mother was with him for the first several years of his life
(Luke 22:25-26). As an Egyptian prince and heir to the throne, he had the best education possible.
He became very skillful in leadership and scholarly skills. He had everything one could ask for --
everything but self-control! Some might say he was indulged and spoiled. Moses saw his mother
use her anger to get what she wanted. During his childhood, when he should have been learning
self-control (Lamentations 3:26-27), he was just learning to do what | wanted instead.

Then came the time when he had to decide: stay with Egypt and become the next Pharaoh or
leave it all to go with the Jews, his people (Hebrews 11:24-2 6 ) . It was very
strong-willed Egyptian mother. She was grooming him to be the next Pharaoh, which would also
make him the had of the religious system in Egypt. Unfortunately he tried to do it in his own strength,
as he was used to doing everything in life. His anger flared when he saw an Egyptian beating a Jew
and he reacted with violence (Acts 7:23-29). While God created anger to be a positive motivator to
action (Ephesians 4:26), it is a secondary emotion, a wrong response to a more basic emotion like
pain, hurt, frustration or fear.

Moses was frustrated by not getting his own way, so he used anger to try to control the
situation. That was sin. As a result he ended up committing murder and fleeing (Acts 7:25-29;
Exodus 2:15). He was 40 years old and found himself with nothing, away from home, having lost
everything -- all because of his anger.

THE SECOND FORTY YEARS When he got to Midian he found young women being taken
advantage of and abused (Exodus 2:15-21). This time his response was righteous indignation, not
self-centered anger, and he drove the abusers off and protected the women. This led to God placing
him in that family with the oldest daughter, Zipporah, as his wife (Exodus 2:21-22). They had two
sons (Exodus 18:3-4). He spent much time alone in the wilderness, watching sheep. God was using
this time to teach him discipline, to humble him and have him learn patience and contentment.
During the times alone with God Moses learned much about Him, and was led to write down things
that had been passed down from generation to generation. He probably wrote the books of Genesis
and Job at this time. God was lovingly and patiently working on him and through him.

Eventually the Pharaoh who wanted him dead died and another took his place (Exodus 2:23-
25). The Jews were groaning in bondage, pleading with God to send them a deliverer. One day God
called Mosest o be the one to | ead them oaoit Hedamebg with b

, b

excuses, objections MwaveiwhdndCod HiMmsafrgot angry dt Mdses (Exddus y

3:1-4:18)!

It seems that God got even angrier when he started back, f or he hadndt obeye

the matter of circumcising his second son (Exodus 4:20-26). Because of this God physically afflicted
Moses so he thought he was dying. Before Moses could lead the nation in obedience to God he had
to lead his own family in that way (1 Timothy 3:4-5). God requires those who serve Him to be holy (1
Peter 1:15-16). To save h e r  h u slifle&ippmbrdhshad to circumcise the boy. After doing this she
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left to go back to her home. Later her father brought her to see Moses but scholars disagree on if a
reconciliation ever took place or not (Exodus 18:1-5). At this point, though, he went on alone. At 80
years of age he was headed back to Egypt!

THE THIRD FORTY YEARS God Himself was with Moses, and He sent his brother Aaron to help
him (Exodus 6:28-30), but Pharaoh cer t @&xodus ¥1-18)i S8oordthe Jeve wepee r a
angry with him, too (Acts 7:39-43). He was caught right in the middle! God sent a series of 10
plagues, ending with the death of the firstborn of all thosewho di dndét submit to fo
Jews were allowed to leave Egypt (Exodus 7:14-12:42). God used a trap at the Red Sea to destroy

the Egyptians and the Jews were free (Exodus 13:17-15:21)! Youdd think those
grateful and glad, butt hey wer enodt ! They cont i nuegkEkodesbddd | ai
16:12).

When the Jews arrived at Mt. Sinai, Moseswe nt up the mountain to g
came down the Jews had built a golden calf to worship Baal with terrible, immoral worship. God was
angry at them, and so was Moses. He prayed for God to have mercy and spare them, and God did.
He took his anger out on them, though -- first he broke the tablets God had carved (He gave them to
Moses again, but this time he had to carve them himself). Moses ground up the idol and poured the
powder in water which they had to drink.

Eventually the Jews moved on from there, to Kadesh Barnea, where they were afraid to trust
God and enter the land, so they had to wander for 40 years. God still was with them and provided,
but fell owship was broken by the nat Gooqguiclky ogened o f
the earth to swallow up him and his whole family. Good things were going on during this time, too.
Moses wrote the books of Exodus and Numbers during this time. Still, it was wasted time because
Israel was carnal, out of fellowship with God.

Then it happened. Again. The Jews complained about not having enough water. They were
always complaining about something. Moses had had enough and again lost his temper at them

( Numbers 20) . As a result he wasnot all owed to
t hough. Moses died at 120 years of age, n oof hisa b |
anger. Watch your anger --i t wi | | keep you from God?os2 36e3i;f ec

Colossians 3:12-13).
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EXODUS: =TT
REDEMPTION T

TI TLE: Greek for fADepart, E

AUTHOR: Moses

DATE of WRITING: About 1440 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Desert wilderness

TIME COVERED: 1875 BC to 1444 BC

RECIPIENTS: Jews

KEY VERSE: So | have come down to rescue them from the DENE &%’
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hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land
into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and
honey-- the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. Exodus 3:8

KEY WORD: ARedeem, Delivero (10 ti mes)

PURPOSE: To show how Israel got out of Egypt (fulfill Gen 15:12-1 6 ) and r ecei ved
THEME: Redemption of the believer pictured by the exodus

T e

A few years ago a boy made a model sailboat out of wood. He worked hard at carving,
sanding and painting it. He loved to sail it on a stream near his home. One day it got away from him,
though, and was carried downstream. He tri ed to retrieve it but
over the loss. Several days later, while walking through town, he saw his sailboat in a toy store
window with a price attached to it. He quickly got some odd jobs and worked hard until he was able

to save enough money to buy back his own boat.

refers to. I't means to fibuy backo something

of a slave owner who had to buy back his runaway slave . That is a perfect picture of what God has
done for us. We are his by creation but rebelled and ran away in sin, so He had to pay the price
(Jesus on the cross) to buy wus back (fAredeemo

GENESIS & EXODUS Genesi s s hows. Gemesié starts vath mamn mwaking and talking
with God, but sin enters, and by the end of the book man is in bondage to Pharaoh (a picture of

Go

Satan) in Egypt (a picture of the world system w

rescue, to bringhimout of bondage, to Aredeemd hi m. It
(Red Sea deliverance).

THE PASSOVER LAMB Just as Genesis 12 is the key chapter in the book of Genesis (telling about
Abraham being chosen, leaving all to follow God, and listihn g Goddés et er nal pr
descendants), so Exodus 12 is the key chapter in the book of Exodus. It explains about the Passover
lamb, the innocent blood shed to bring redemption. This is a beautiful picture of Jesus, the fulfillment
of this picture (1 Peter 1:18-19; John 1:29, 36; 1 Corinthians 5:7). The lamb had to be perfect and
unblemished, a male in the prime of life. It died as a substitute for the people on the 14th of Nisan,
about 3 in the afternoon (the exact day and time Jesus died on the cross). The blood was then
applied to the doorpost of the homes of those
was personally accepted and applied. Those who were inside were safe from judgment. The blood
on the doorposts, top of the frame, and sill (where the lamb was killed) was in the shape of a cross.
Inside they ate the meat of the lamb (nourishment from Christ).
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When the angel of death saw the blood he passed over, for it was a picture that death had
already come. Thesubsti tute died in the place of the gui
the blood of the lamb. God bought back with a price of infinite value that which was originally His by
creation. In the early days of this country the pioneers were often destroyed by great prairie fires that
would sweep across the plains miles across and destroy everything and everyone in its path. From
the Indians they learned that when they realized such a fire was approaching they should set fire to
all the grass around their homestead. Thus when the main fire came roaring through they were safe
because, as the I ndians said, AWhere the fire ha
judgment. When we accept Jesus as our Savior we are eternally safe from any judgment by God
(Romans 8:1).

LEAVEN Because there wasnot time to | et bread rise
ate it. Leaven is used as a picture of sin in the Bible (Matthew 16:6, 11-12; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8;
Galatians 5:9). For centuries the Jews have celebrated this deliverance from Egypt by drinking the

juice of the grape (a picture of the blood of the lamb) and eating matzo (unleavened bread). This was

a reminder of Godos great de linthedlddastarsento Genesih ket t
Exodus 11 point to this and from Exodus 13 to the end of Malachi the Old Testament looks back to
this event as the highlight of Goddés work for Hi

In the New Testament Jesus takes this juice from the grape and unleavened blood and says
that it no longer stands for physical deliverance but for spiritual deliverance form sin and Satan.
Jesus teaches that the real fulfillment of these was in His very own body and blood, and that we are
to now celebrate thisasthe Lor dé,s &Supemirnder of Godods dJMakkat e
14:22-24).

THE TABERNACLE The other great teaching tool in the book of Exodus is the Tabernacle. It, too,
shows all about Jesus.

OUTLINE OF EXODUS

|. MANG NEED FOR REDEMPTION - SLAVERY 1-6
A. Bondage in Egypt 1
B. Birth of the Deliverer (Moses) 2
C. Call of the Deliverer (Moses) 3-6

Il. GOD& PROVISION OF REDEMPTION - SALVATION 7-18
A. Judgment on Unbelief (10 Plagues) 7-10
B. Price of Redemption (Passover) 11-12
C. Deliverance of the Redeemed (Through Red Sea) 13-15
D. Journey of the Redeemed (to Mt. Sinai) 16-18

lll. BELIEVERSORESULTS FROM REDEMPTION - SANCTIFICATION 19-40
A. Life of the Redeemed (Law & Ceremonies) 19-24
B. Worship of the Redeemed (Tabernacle) 25-31, 35-40
D. Failure of the Redeemed (Golden Calf) 32-34
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LEVITICUS:
HOLY LIVING

TI TLE: Greek fAPertaining t
AUTHOR: Moses

DATE of WRITING: 1444 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Mt. Sinai

TIME COVERED: A few weeks in 1444 BC

RECIPIENTS: Jews, especially the Levites

KEY VERSE: You are to be holy to me because I, the
LORD, am holy, and | have set you apart from the
nations to be my own. Lev. 20:26

KEY WORDS: Holy/Sanctify (131x); Sacrifice (300x);
Clean/unclean (200x); Atonement (36x)

PURPOSE: To instruct Israel in how to live a holy life, but teaching the Levites how to serve.
THEME: A holy people worshipping a holy God in the spirit of holiness.

No one likes to read a book of laws and rules. Unless one has a special reason, it is very
uninteresting reading. That can be the case in reading Leviticus as well. Reading it is like reading
the ordinances, building code, and laws of your local city. Sound exciting? Genesis is good reading,
and Exodus starts off exciting, but by the time we get to Leviticus we often bog down and never finish
reading the Bible. Wh a 't a shame. Laws arenot
them?

GENESIS, EXODUS AND LEVITICUS Genesis shows the problem: man is sinful and that separates

him from God. Exodus shows the solution: God provides redemption by innocent blood being shed

on his behalf. Then what? If the Bible ended after Exodus 12 we would assume, and correctly so,

that salvation was the end of things. We accept Jesus as our Savior and that is all there is. However

the Bible doesndt end there. There is MUCH mor ¢
sees his need (Genesis) and atloen kepsttslife@dalydife foppGoad v i s
(Leviticus). We are to worship and serve God in everything we do. The rest of the Bible gives
instructions in how to do that. Leviticus taught the redeemed Jews how to live holy lives of godly
service.

SACRIFICE The Ol d Testament sacrificial s yte lie pan fovleys G
innocent blood being shed. This is true of the once-for-all acceptance of salvation (applying the blood

of the Lamb) and then the daily need for cleansing from acts of sin after salvation (sacrifices). These
sacrifices also pictured Jesus in that they were innocent and perfect. One important truth to note:

there was no provision of forgiveness for intentional, knowing, willful sin. The sacrifices were for sins

of ignorance only. God would forgive other sin, but only by his mercy. Today we are guaranteed
forgiveness (1 John 1:9).

PRIESTHOOD The priest was a go-between for God and man (another picture of Jesus). All his
garments and colors taught about Jesus, as did the Tabernacle. The duties and functions of the
priests are detailed in Leviticus.

DAY OF ATONEMENT The Day of Atonement, Exodus 16, is the key chapter in the book.
iAt onement 0 means to cover, take away, r fongiven lay .
God. Two goats were taken, one was killed and its blood collected. Some of the blood was taken
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into the Holy of Holies by the high priest, with a rope around his ankle so they could pull him out if

God didnoét accept tihiemsadaeadfi c®Whandwetentkr Godo?c
assurance He will hear and accept us because of what Jesus did on the cross (Hebrews 10:19). The

rest of the blood was sprinkled on the second goat, which was sent away into the wilderness. This
60seapmpoat d pictured sins being carried away.

LAWS, LAWS AND MORE LAWS The book of Leviticus is full of all kinds of laws to govern the

peopl eds relationships with each other and wit

cleanliness (sanitation and health concerns), and other laws are all for the benefit of the people

t hemsel ves. Laws are for their protection and p
Weekly and yearly feasts were al so paispeoptef G

They all show how important it is to live holy, committed lives in obedience to God. We today live

under grace, not the law, but God still requires holiness and obedience from His people.

OUTLINE OF LEVITICUS

l. WAY TO GOD: HOLY SACRIFICE (Priests) 1-10
A. Voluntary Sacrifices (Burnt, Grain, Peace) 1-3
B. Compulsory Sacrifices (Sin, Trespass) 4-7
C. The Priesthood 8-10

Il. WALK WITH GOD: HOLY SERVICE (Feasts) 11-27
A. Personal Holiness (Laws of Purity) 11-15
B. National Holiness 16-20
C. Priestly Holiness 21-23
D. Future Holiness 24-27

41



NUMBERS:
WALK BY FAITH

TITLE: From the Census (start & end of bk.)
AUTHOR: Moses

DATE of WRITING: About 1405 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Moab

TIME COVERED: 39 years (1440-1405)
RECIPIENTS: Jews

KEY VERSE: Numbers 10:29 Moses said to
Hobab son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses'
father-in-law, "We are setting out for the place
about which the LORD said, "I will give it to you." Come with us and we will treat you well, for the
LORD has promised good things to Israel.”

KEY WORD: AWi |l dernesso (45 ti mes)

PURPOSE: To record what happened when the Jews left Mt Sinai and how they died in the desert
because of their unbelief.

THE ME : Goddés faithful ness deowdlktbefatmands faithle

Too often the Old Testament is viewed as just history -- a bunch of old stories that have no
relevancy for today. That ds not true. God kept
it is invaluable in many ways. For one thing, all the historical stories do relate to today and teach
lessons to us. Paul himself said that the events in Exodus and Numbers were recorded as examples
for us today to learn from (1 Corinthians 10:1-12). If we miss the lesson we are bound to make the
same mistake ourselves.

I. GOD IS FAITHFUL (Old Generation) (Numbers 1-12) Numbers starts with a census of the people.

The purpose is to raise an army of fighting men,. for warfare is coming.
and hel plessness (he candot fight sin). Exodus r
canot a t wnasalvation). ublevitiaus teaches how to live a holy life (preparation for the fight).
Numbers shows the battle has begun. We are in

Christian Sol diers. o
God assigned responsibility to the people (Numbers 2-4). God is organized. Each one of
Godds people is givieh mewnsdogdimeado ,t maeidr duty ol
Then the people are cleansed (Numbers 5) and consecrated (Numbers 6 - 10), ready to leave.
However on the way to the Promised Land they start complaining again (Numbers 11-12). God hated
it (Psalm 95:10-11). How could anyone complain when rescued from slavery and given health, food
and a promised home? We have it even better, how God must hate it when we complain! That just
shows lack of appreciation, selfishness, self-centeredness and sin!

[I. MAN IS UNFAITHFUL (Death of Old Generation) (Numbers 13-20:13) Now comes the big test -
trust God to give them the land He has promised. Their fear of the giants (who certainlyar endét b
than God) keep them from trusting God and entering the land. What 0giantsd 1in yol
from trusting and obeying God? Are they bigger than God?

The Jews feared, disobeyed, rebelled, tried to kill Moses & Aaron, and chose new leaders to
take them back into the | and. allerto enter the lahd. sAgtually tit, G
was only Godobés mercy at Mosesd pleading that kep

42



to wonder aimlessly until all the adults (those over 40) who came out of Egypt died off and the
children grew up. God would then give them a chance to decide for themselves. It was a waste of 40
years and millions of lives, all because of disobedience!

Moses himself di d n Atlife-lbra preblem with langdr euintinated.with him
again acting in anger (chap 20) and not being able to enter the Promised Land, either. Anger that
i snét controlled brings terrible consequences, a

lll. GOD PROIVIDES FOR MAN& UNFAITHFULNESS (New Generation) (Numbers 20:14-36)
Despite mandés cont i nual hfuf. aHe [defended the@ews frameEchomi Aradd f
Shion and Og (Numbers 20-21). He protected them from unknown danger (Balaam - Numbers 22-

26). After another census preparing the new generation for their turn at warfare (Numbers 26) and
instructions in how to divide the land (Numbers 26, 31-34) Joshua is promoted to leadership,
replacing Moses (Numbers 27). Moses will have some final sermons to this new generation,
reviewing what has happened to the first and challenging them to not make the same mistakes. That

is the book of Deuteronomy.

OUTLINE OF NUMBERS

|. GOD IS FAITHFUL (Old Generation) 1-12

A. Waiting at Sinai 1-10:10

1. People Counted 1

2. People Camped 2-4

3. People Cleansed 5

4. People Consecrated 6-10:10
B. Walking to Kadesh-Barnea 10:11-12

1. People Traveled 10:11-11

2. People Complained 11-12

II. MAN IS UNFAITHFUL (Death of Old Generation) 13-20:13
Wandering at Kadesh-Barnea
A. Disobedience to God (12 Spies) 13-14
B. Discipline from God (Korah, Moses sin) 15-20:13

lll. GOD PROVIDES F OR MA NNFAITHFULNESS (New Generation) 20:14-36
A. Walking to Moab (Aaron, Jews Die) 20:14-21
B. Waiting at Moab 22-36
1. Balaam Apostatizes 22-24
2. Israel Apostatizes 25
3. Israel Counted, Instructed 26-30
4. East of Jordan 31-33
5. West of Jordan 34-36
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DEUTERONOMY
OBEDIENCE

TI TLE: ASEceekhnd Lawo
AUTHOR: Moses (1:1-6)
DATE of WRITING: About 1405 BC q

PLACE of WRITING: Moab

TIME COVERED: 2 months in 1405 BC (Reviews las . O B E D I E N
RECIPIENTS: Israel

KEY VERSE: Deuteronomy 10:12-13 And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you
but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with

all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the LORD's commands and decrees that | am
giving you today for your own good?

KEY WORDS: iHear 6 (50 times); ADo, Keep, Observeo (1
PURPOSE: The old generation is gone. Moses will soon die. He instructs the new generation to
remember Godods faithfulness and | earn from past

THEME: Obey God motivated by love because of His faithfulness in the past.

Which is your favorite book in the Bible? Usually we choose Psalms, Proverbs, John,
Ephesi ans, Revelation or some such book. | f y C
gotten an entirely different answer . ter dleHe knaw largea v e
portions of it by heart. When tempted by Satan He quoted from the book of Deuteronomy -- three
times! When was the last time you quoted Deuteronomy to have victory over temptation?

MOSESOG LAST BEGBESP &f his sins of anger and disobedience, Moses cannot enter the
promised land with the other Jews. Before he dies and they enter the land under Joshua, God gives
Moses the opportunity to give a series of addresses to the people. Basically he tells them that,
because God hasaways been faithful to them (even when
should obey Him in love. History can be a great teacher, with much wisdom to share, if we but listen
and learn. That is what Moses wanted this generation to do. He encouraged them to learn from the

mi stakes of their parents and obey God. Godods
pointing out mines in a mine-field. God knows what can damage and destroy, and warns His people

to avoid these things.

While obedience is for our own benefit and brings blessing instead of calamity, Moses wants
the people to obey because of love for God (Deuteronomy 6:5). For a child to say he loves his
parents is one thing, to show it by obedience is quite another. The sameistruewithGod és <chi | d

Moses reviews the law God gave on Mt. Sinai, for this generation has been living in
disobedience to God for the last 39 years. The people agree to keep the law and obey God in love.

They want to learn from the past and not make the same mistakes themselves.

Moses also gives some new laws covering situations and circumstances that have come up,
which arendét addressed by other | atwby.todoiddhen®od o0 n
takes Moses home to heaven with him. Satan tried to get his body (Jude 9) but Michael hid it.
Perhaps Satan would |l et the Jews find it and wo
appears to Jesus at the Transfiguratoni n hi s resurrection body, and
we join him in heaven.

What about your obedience to God? Do you learn from past mistakes of your own and others?

Do you obey in | ove? Adam and Eve dNodmddtAbmham,ay s
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| saac and Jacob did ahd dedeodi dndbsephhadod. di dr

and Caleb did. What wil |l God say about your
the main goal of youliveandy ou candét go wrong!

OUTLINE OF DEUTERONOMY

|. LOOKING BACK (Disobedience in Past) 1-4
A. Review of the Journey 1-3
B. Spiritual Application 4

II. LOOKING AT THE PRESENT (Obedience in the Present) 5-26
A. Reviewing God& Law 5-7
B. The Importance of Obedience 8-11
C. Ceremonial Laws 12-16
D. Civil Laws 17-20
E. Social Laws 212-26

lll. LOOKING AHEAD (Promised Obedience in the Future) 27-34
A. Promise to Keep the Covenant 27-30
B. Farewell & Death of Moses 31-34

THE PLAN AND PURPOSE OF THE LAW

We talk about the ALawo aeahhyit? WHenuGod vetame King afa c t

the Jews by freeing them from Egyptian bondage and making them His own, He then set up a
covenant with them concerning His responsibility to them and theirs to Him. This is the way every
king in every country ran their government. God made His unconditional promises to care for the
people, and He set up a system of works for them to serve Him (Exodus 19:5-6). The Jews were
responsible to obey the law as they followed God (Exodus 19:1). It was not a way of earning
salvation,but showed them their need of salvation b
(Galatians 3:24). They were never able to keep their part in this covenant and it has been
superseded by a new covenant of grace (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8:8-13). The code of laws
given to Moses included the commandments (Exodus 20:1-17), the ordinances stipulating the
Israelites' social life (Exodus 21-23), and those directing Israel's worship (Exodus 25-31). This
included the Taber na gltoel,to sitdw tHi6 peopte raleat the comiagcMessiah.
The priesthood, sacrificial system and the feasts and holy days were also to point to the One who
would come and fulfill all this system required. Forgiveness by innocent blood being shed was the
heart of the system, pointing to the coming Messiah (Genesis 3:15). Civil and governmental
regulations and health and sanitary principles were also included.

This Mosaic system, including the Ten Commandments as a way of life, came to an end with
the death of Christ (John 1:17; Romans 10:4). God's people were to preserve and study the Lord's
law (Deuteronomy 4:2; 6:6-7), revere His name (Deuteronomy 8:6; 10:12), be grateful and thankful
(Deuteronomy 8:10), and obey, love, and serve their redeemer God (Deuteronomy 10:14-16; 6:4-5;
11:1, 13-14).
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THE FIRST PASSOVER

Sheep are mentioned more frequently than any other animal in the bible - about 750 times.

This is natural since the Jews were wandering herdsmen, anoccupati on wel | suit

dry plains. The sheep were used for food (milk, cheese, butter and mutton) and clothing (wool,
skins). By nature sheep are helpless and depend on the shepherd for water, pasture, guidance and
defense. They are often used as an example of how God takes care of us (John 10:1-18; Psalm 23).

6 LAMB OF It@@dxoincidence, then, that the first descriptive name used of Jesus was LAMB.

It happened when He first went public in His ministr y . He wasndét seen as
although He was all these things. Hewas seen as fAthe Lamb of Godo
John <called Him when Jesus came to where John

describes Him and why He came. Sure, He was called Jesus, Savior and Christ/Messiah, but all of

theserefert o what He did as the Lamb of God. Jesus

K
(

I

Christ/ Messiahd refers to His being o6oafn oGondoe dtoh ef

would all understand that He was the One come to pay for the sins of all. How would they know this?
Because they knew all about the Passover Lamb.

ANIMAL SACRIFICES When Adam and Eve sinned, innocent blood had to be shed to cover their
sin. It was God Himself (God the Son, the Second Person of the Trinity, is the One who appears to
man in both Old and New Testament). This picture of covering sin by innocent blood continued
through Able, Noah, Job, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.

This is clearly seen when Abraham took Isaac to offer him to God as a sacrifice (Genesis 22:7-

8) . God provided a ram to die in |Isaacbs pl ace,

the temple was built, and the blood poured each year on Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) to cover the
nations sins. It was on this same mountain that Jesus was crucified and died. Ultimately Jesus was
Abrahamés substitute for | saac, so he didnot
Substitute, for Jesus was the only One who could pay for our sins, so Jesus Himself died there as our
substitute. The analogy is beautiful and striking.

THE PASSOVER LAMB The most complete and detailed picture of this, though, is given in Exodus
12. The Jews were in slavery and bondage in Egypt and, after a year of plagues, God is about to
redeem them by killing the firstborn in all of Egypt. The problem, though, was that the Jewish
firstborn was as deserving of death as the Egyptian firstborn, maybe more so because he was more
accountable to God. How could God just overlook their sin? As a just and holy Go d, He
What He could do, though, was provide a substitute. The Passover lamb was the substitute, a picture
of the ultimate Substitute which would one day die for all of our sins.

The bl ood of anrmeidnda lssi no n 16 yOmétayowdbdr slituveuld be like having
a grape juice stain on a nice white rug. Without any way of cleaning the rug, all you could do was put

a throw rug over it and O6coverdé it wup. var hat mill o
get the stain out. The throw rug is no longer needed. Animal sacrifices are like that throw rug. The
blood of Jesus is the only cleanser for sin

THE LAMB CHOSEN (Exodus 12:3, 5b) Lambs were innocent, gentle, meek, helpless animals, a
picture of Jesus as a man. The lamb had to be unblemished (perfect, spotless Jesus) and a male
(the strength and energy of Jesus). It had to be 1 year old (in the prime of life).

THE LAMB KILLED (Exodus 12:6a) The lamb alive did no good, thoug h . It had to
hadtobe shed. Jesusod perfect | ife only condemns

only His death that saves us.
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The person owning the | amb would place hiins, ha
thus making the lamb accountable for the sin. Thus the animal had to die, for sin brings death. It was
killed by having its throat slit and the blood caught in a bowl.

The lamb to be the Passover substitute was chosen and set aside on 10 Nisan to make sure it
was spotless and unblemished. Four days later, on 14 Nisan, it would die. For almost 4 years Jesus
ministered in public, under the careful eye of all who watched, showing He was perfect and without
sin. Then He died on 14 Nisan. Both died at 3 PM i same time on the same day. Jesus was the
fulfillment of the Passover lamb.

Killing a lamb you had raised from birth was a good picture of the wastefulness and death that
sin brings. Innocent blood must be shed to cover the guilty. The whole sacrificial system was built on
this premise. Within the next year the Jews would be putting the finishing touches on the Tabernacle,
where sacrifices would continue until the time of Jesus. The tabernacle, then the temple, were
designed by God to show that innocent blood must be shed to cover sin.

THE LAMBG6S BLOOD APPLI EDh e( Elxiowdiursg l1ll2amib coul dnot
lamb killed. It was only as the blood was applied personally that sin was covered. If the blood was

on the door, the family was safe. If there was no bloodthendeat h ent er ed. Né&t, i on
or how well educated, or how rich i only the blood mattered.

AWi t hout the shedding of blood the&re i8The Iie
fleshisint he bl oodo (Levigdodwouwsk sl 7a:irlel)l.i keOuwirf il thy rag
heap oippiaRsiBi: 18 ) . Only the blood counts, because it

The blood had to be applied in such a way that it was publicly visible. It was applied to the
front door by the person responsible for the house. Hyssop was used. It was used in rituals of
purification and cleansing. The lamb was slain on the door stoop and the blood painted on the top
and sides of the door. Actually this formed a cross, with the blood being at the same places where
Jesus bled on the cross: head, hands and feet.

After the blood was applied,t he peopl e had to enter into the
were. When they entered there was blood above, below and on both sides of them. Then they had
to stay inside all night to be safe. Outside was death, inside was life. When the angel of death saw
the blood he would APass overo and not stop to
AWhened the bl ood Itwasad $ iigaoalde ange of éenth, to neighbors (believers
and unbelievers alike), to angels and to Satan .
bl ood is our security, esians 1.4 & Uohpm167; loReterelt1% Maithelw | i
26:28; Hebrews 9:12; Revelation 1:5; Romans 5:8-9).

THE LAMBO6S BODY EATEN, 46)EAdter tha mmbldi2dd tige blood was applied, and
the body had to be used in its way, too. The body was eaten . The | amb di dnoat di
but to be personally identified with by eating it. This would give them nourishment and sustenance for
the coming journey. Jesus died for our sins, but He also provides the nourishment and strength we
need to go on after salvation (John 6:53-57). The Jews had to feed on the lamb that same night, we

candét put off partaking. There was nothing to b
It was to be eaten roasted, not raw or boiled. This was to be a picture of Jesus facing not just death
but also fire T hel | judgment on t leeaten raw,sitshad to gb througlothel ficen 6 t
Jesus had to go through our hell to redeem us.

to slacken Jesus 6 t beibroleh acommbon précice ® eawvthesmartrow within.
This was prophesied of Jesus.

Thus the lamb had to be chosen (Exodus 12:5) as Christ volunteered to die for our sins in
eternity past (1 Peter 1:20). It has to be kept (Exodus 12:5), a picture of Christ in life (Matthew 3:17;
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17:5). Then it was slain (Exodus 12:6), Christ sacrificed (1 Corinthians 5:7). Then it was roasted
(Exodus1 2: 8) , a pictur e oam&317;r80:46). dhen ishadtd be fed on gExodys P s
12:5,8)aswefeedonChrist,pi ct ur ed i n t hle€oribtbiansl5d88s Supper (

INSIDE The Jews were to eat standing up, dressed, with outdoor traveling clothing on, sandals on
their feet and walking staff in one hand. This was a reminder that Egypt was not their home, they
we r eto ettle there, they were there temporarily and just passing through. That must be our
approach to life in this world as well.

UNLEAVENED BREAD Along these same lines, they were to not take time to let their bread rise.
There was to be no leaven in it. Leaven is a picture of sin. It is a yeast (fungus) which grows and
decays. It will destroy the whole batch unless stopped (by cooking). Sin is like that (1 Corinthians
5:6-8). For 7 days they were to eat unleavened bread. This pictures Jes u s rilessslife and body, and
why we are to make sure there is no sin inlour
Corinthians 11:23-32).

DEATH OUTSIDE While those with blood on their door were inside, safe, feeding on the lamb, the
others werefacing Godo6és judgment of death. They were n
those crossing a prairie were in danger of fires out of control traveling rapidly to where they are and
beyond. The Indians showed them a way to be safe. When they saw a fire coming they would start a
fire near where they were, then when it burned itself out move into that area with their possessions.

Thus when the main fire came roaring throught hey wer e saf e. As the 1 nc
has been, the frecannot c ome . 0 When we enter through the b
the cross, we aoweli® &Loads Obargumg took our judgm

being under judgment (Romans 8:1).

SACRIFICES THROUGHOUT THE OLD TESTAMENT When the Jews left Egypt they went to Mt.
Sinai. There God gave them many regulations about offering sacrifices: who, when, why, where and

how. Much of Exodus and mostofLevi ti cus cover this. Al l this
remover came. For 1400 years this picture continued, then came the Lamb of God.

JESUS THE LAMB OF GOD It was prophesied that the Messiah would be the Lamb of God (Isaiah
53:7-8). John recognized Jesus as the fulfillment of this (John 1:29, 36), as did Paul (1 Corinthians
5:7), Peter (1 Peter 1:19) and Philip (Acts 8:32).

LORDO6S SUPPER REPL ACB\MenBes S 8dd Yh& IRst Supper with His disciples, He

took the matzo that represented the Jews leaving Egypt and said that it now applied to His body.

i Taleat; thisi s my batthew 26:26).Mhe cup of grape juice that they drank was a picture of
the | ambdéds bl ood. When the Jewd sl dfhte yE gy pdtn 6d n ch
paint with blood, so they used the blood of the grape as the same picture. By drinking it they were
identifying with the | ambdés bl ood, a pow ltoypictarg Hig t
bl ood. AThis i s My blood of the covenanto ( Ma
Passover no longer applied to the lamb of Exodus 12 and the physical deliverance from Egypt, it now
pictured the Lamb of God and the deliverance from sin and death.

The number one miracle in the Old Testament was the Passover and Red Sea deliverance.
This was a picture of what would be done by Jesus and was the focal point of the Old Testament and
Jewish history. The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus was, of course, the number one New
Testament event. In fact, it was the number one event of history of all time.

THE LAMB AROSE In the OIld Testament, when the Passover lamb died it stayed dead. However
when the Lamb of God died, He came back to life!!! Imagine a dead lamb, blood applied and body
eaten, come back to live and run and jump around i not with a physical body but with a new, eternal
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body! |l téds amazing, but Itds truel The Lamb st
Dying paid for our sins, coming back to life assures us of eternal life.

THE LAMB TODAY The Lamb continues to live today, in heaven. 1 n f act , i Tha etle L ar
given to Jesus throughout Revelati on. Thirty th
in the position of sovereign glory and honor (Revelation 7:17). He shares glory and grace equally

with the Father (Revelation 22:1, 3). He is the leader and shepherd of His saints (Revelation 7:17;

14:4). Angels and believers are worshipping the Lamb (Revelation 5:6, 8, 12, 13; 15:3) singing
AWorthy is the Lamb, who was sl ai n, andstrengtreancchomore p
and glory and praise. o OLambé is more than a ti
will see gentleness and purity which was slain for us. The marks of crucifixion will be on Him. We will
worship Him, not because of His sovereign power, but because of His work for us as the Lamb of

God, which took away the sins of the world.

THE LAMB IN THE FUTURE One day soon the Lamb will return for His bride i us. Then we will
together share in the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:7, 9) while the Tribulation rages on
earth. Many of those who come to salvation during this time will be martyred and will gather around
the throne praising the Lamb in heaven (Revelation 7:7-14; 13:8; 15:3).

Then the Lamb, to whom all judgment is committed (Revelation 6:1, 16; 13:8), will come and
do war against the dragon (Satan - Revelation 17:14; 12:11). This return will end the Tribulation
(Revelation 14:1) with a marvelous victory (Revelation 19:11-16). No one will escape the wrath of the
lamb (Revelation 6:16). The Lamb will return as a lion. When Satan and sin are gone, the Lamb will
reign on the throne forever, with all worshippin

THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD

There is a true story about how a stolen bucket started a war and ended a career. One day
long ago a soldier took an attractive bucket from a public well, just for the fun of it. The bucket got
passed on from one person to another until it was given to Prince Henry of Sardinia. A great fuss
was made over it, ending in a war to get it back. Prince Henry himself was captured and put in
prison. His father, the king, offered a golden chain 7 miles long to get him back. The offer was
refused in anger. The prince lay in prison for 20 years until he died. The war continued until most of
the governments of Europe were involved. Thousands of lives and much property was lost, and all
because of such a o6little thingb©6lelhing dut lbok kati theg a
consequences.

Now think for a moment . Il s there such a thi
has more serious consequences and brings greater guilt, and other sin seems to be beneficial and
pleasurable 7 but is there really any differencein Goddés si ght ? AFor whoev
and yet offends in one point is guilty of breaki

God thinks ANY sin is small, does He?

SINISSIN 6Si n6é meansmat b. &ni s & Bioned(misséd the amarle and fall short of
the glory of Godo (Romans 3:23). Our target is
we miss by 1 inch or 1,000 miles, we still miss. A pass is incomplete in football if it is off the
fingertips, or20 yards over the receivero6s head. Al | S
worse than other sin because it I's more subtl e
sins, as our ene myweklratempted in thal wag modesoftem. Often we get so used

to them we donét real i ze  ,vihetyoray ei m etahéd yClsninst i ¢
much from winning the big battles as the little battles, for if the little battles over sin would be won,

there wouldnd t be any big battles. Blloged to agtow &ne svas mat a n
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defeated when o6little. 6 The only way to win bi
related to that area of life, then the big battles will be won. Thusavoi di ng o6l i ttl ed si
for Goddos peopl e. l't is an i mportant | esson to

In fact, it is so important, it is the very first lesson God teaches His people after salvation
(Passover blood on the door). The first truth He teaches themi s not prayer, know
spiritual gi fts. It is about the deadliness of
making His point clear.

FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD During the time of darkness God had told Moses all about
eating bread without leaven (Exodus 12:15-20). Moses passed this on to the people (Exodus 13:3-
10) and the people obeyed Godds i n ¢ dayaftheé new manth,( E X
Nisan, they were to set aside an unblemished male lamb one year old and then on the 14% kill it and

eat it after applying the blood to the door posts. They were to eat the meal standing and ready to
leave Egypt, so there was no time to let dough rise and then bake it. They were to mix dough and

take it with them to cook along the way, but to not put any leaven in it. For 7 days they were to eat
bread with no leaven, Nisan 14 to 21. This came to be called the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

LEAVEN Everything focused on the leaven i or lack of it. Yeast is a microscopic plant invisible to

the naked eye which is placed in a substance called leaven. Itis actually a fungus which can be dried

for long periods of time which springs to life when it comes in contact with moisture and warmth. The

cells will multiply with tremendous rapidity. Starch and sugar turns into carbon dioxide gas and

al cohol . This causes the dough to O0risebd6 as the
and turn the dough souriftheyeast wasnot ki | | edattheyighttimg Mhistisammgree r a
the baking comes in. The heat Kkills the growing cells and stops the fermentation (decomposition).

Thus unleavened bread is flat, more solid, lacking in air bubbles. For this reason leaven is a picture

of sin.

LEAVEN = SIN Nothing in the world spoils like sin. It ruins whatever it touches unless stopped by
confession and cleansing by the blood of Christ. Leaven must be destroyed before bread can be
eaten. Sin must be destroyed before a Christian can become like Jesus. Paul, in | Corinthians 5:6-8,
uses leaven as a picture of sin. He says it is little and hidden, but grows and spreads to destroy
everything unless stopped.

Recently a huge tree in Colorado fell to the ground with a resounding crash. It was over 400
years and had just started growing when Columbus came to America. It had been struck by lightning
14 times, stood through winds, earthquakes, fires and storms. Yet it was killed by a little beetle which

bored under the bark and chewed away the mighty fibersof t he tr ee, one tiny
how sin works. That s what | eaven pictures.
Paul takes this | eaven anal ogy a step further

sinlessness in order to be our sin sacrifice. Just astheunleave ned br ead was O6si nl
so Christ Himself was sinless. The unblemished Lamb of God was also the unleavened Bread of
God. Thus when Jesus said 0t hi sapplied forNtywasE @idtyedof a b c
His sinless body.

PASSOVER TO L ORDO& &ver$ {BrBiRcR He was 12, Jesus went to Jerusalem for the
feasts of Passover and Unleavened Bread. The events of His final days and hours on earth center
around these feasts. In fact, Jesus changed the meaning of the juice as the blood of the Passover
lamb to His blood. He also changed the meaning of the unleavened bread from being a reminder of
their quick flight from Egypt to being a reminder of His sinless Body broken for us (Luke 22:14-22).

Paul passed this significance on in | Corinthians (11:23-32). He enlarged the analogy to show
that we, too, must be sinless when we partaiwst of
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not have sin we hold onto in our lives. Me must remove all leaven/sin from our lives. If not, God will
di scipline us to remove it. It is a serious con
for us on the cross while still having sin in our own lives.

In Mexico and tropical zones of South Americaaso-c al | e d ed 9 grdws aygriwhere. It
is a tree-killer. This fig can only be eaten by cattle and birds. It is so sticky a bird must clean its beak
on a nearby tree after eating it. Small seeds can stick to bark and germinate in rainy season. Tiny
roots make their way down into the heart of the tree. In a few years it covers the once beautiful tree
and kills it.

That is exactly the way sin is. It starts small and grows unt i | al |l I s destro
leaven is a picture of. Why not take a moment now to search your heart and life, asking God to help
you find and root out the O6littled sins that | ea

His victory over them. Become like unleavened bread for the Lord.

THE TABERNACLE

The tabernacle is the most important structure ever built by man: past, present or future. For
one thousand years in the past, and another thousand in the future, God's very presence dwelt in it
(and the Temple which is really just a permanent tabernacle). More space is given to it and its
function than any other single subject in the Bible - 50 long chapters (the creation of the whole
universe and earth is given just 2 chapters). In order to understand the Jewish sacrificial system,
feasts, priesthood, etc., one must understand the tabernacle. The best part about the tabernacle,
though, is the most complete, detailed, beautiful picture/type of salvation and the Christian life in
Scripture. All of it speaks of and glorifies Jesus in a way children as well as adults can understand.
Learning the tabernacle makes it much easier for children to understand and apply Bible truths like
salvation, Jesus' work on the cross, confession of sin, obedience, fellowship, praise and worship.

When the resurrected Jesus appeared on the road to Damascus and talked with the disciples
there (and later with all the disciples in the upper room) He showed them what the Old Testament
said about Him, starting with Moses' writings (Luke 24:27, 44). He had earlier said Moses wrote
about Him (John 5:39-40, 46). Much of what He said were what we now call 'types.' A type is an Old
Testament event foreshadowing a New Testament event, person or truth. It's sort of like seeing a
shadow before you see the real object. Jonah is a type of Jesus (resurrection after 3 days - Matthew
12:39-40; Luke 11:29-30). The Passover Lamb is a picture of Jesus (John 1:29-30; 1 Corinthians
5:7). The bronze serpent being lifted up foreshadows Jesus on the cross (John 3:14-15). There are
many examples. The Old Testament is full of examples and pictures of that which is more fully
developed in the New Testament (1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 11; Romans 15:4; Colossians 2:17). In fact,
you can't really understand the spiritual truths (theology) of the New Testament without understanding
the physical truths (historical happenings) of the Old Testament. This is especially true of the
tabernacle. It is God's photograph album of His Son -- hundreds of pictures of Jesus. Some are
close-ups, other group pictures. These pictures walk and talk, so really they are more like videos of
Jesus before His birth. Understanding the tabernacle brings Jesus' life and work alive in a new and
special way, especially for children. The gate through the fence is a perfect example of this.

Around the outside of the tabernacle was a fenceof whi t e6 0l ihniegph .76 The
people away from God. Whitest ood f or purity and it was a rem
coul dndét enter. God did pr ovi dae bawhiwhmanyan could entdr.dtw e v
was always open, picturing Jesus, the way to God for us. The gate was the only way, as Jesus is the
only way to God (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). The cur
blood because He was a man), blue (picturing heaven because Jesus was also God), purple (a
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combination of blue and red, the kingly color, because Jesus was the Messiah King) and white
because Jesus was perfect and sinless. We can only come to God through Jesus (John 3:15-16;
6:51; 7:37; 10:9; Romans 10:13)

The first of 7 pieces of furniture stood right within the gate. It was a large altar of bronze, -6/@®
by -6706 b6/0 4hExgdhs 27:1-8; 38:1-7). It was made of wood which came from the earth and
pi ct ur es umaretyys uBrdnze ltovered it, and bronze was always a picture of judgment
(Revelation 1:15, John 3:14-15; Daniel, etc.). As a man Jesus took our judgment (John 3:14-15; 2
Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13). The purpose of the altar was to hold a fire (also judgment) which
consumed offerings and sacrifices given to God. Innocent blood had to be shed

A holy God must judge sin, and when a person placed his hands on an innocent animal, thus
identifying that animal with his sin, the animal had to die. Its throat was slit by the altar and after
bleeding, the animal was burnt on the fire. Sin causes death and eternity in hell. This is what Jesus
went through on the cross for us. That's why He said "My God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?" Because He took our death and eternal hell fire we don't have to (Romans 8:1). Our sins are
forever paid for and gone!

But what about the innocent animals that died? God's teaching from the Garden of Eden on is
that innocent animals must die to cover sin as a picture of Jesus' death on the cross for our sin. It
was Jesus Himself, before His birth in Eden, that killed those animals to cover Adam and Eve,
knowing they were a picture of what He would do on the cross. Millions of innocent animals died in
the Old Testament, showing the awfulness of sin. They didn't remove sin, but foreshadowed Jesus'
blood shed on the cross which does remove sin (Hebrews 9:22; 1 Peter 3:18; 2:24; Isaiah 53:5-6;
Matthew 26:28; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 John 1:7). Have you come to God by way of the altar of
sacrifice, the cross of Jesus? There's no other way to enter but with an innocent blood offering -
Jesus' blood shed for you. The tabernacle vividly showed the importance of coming by innocent
blood. Upon entering the tabernacle one would see animals, smoke, hear the screams of the dying
animals, smell the smoke and burning flesh & hair, feel the mud between their barefooted toes (made
from all the blood spilled on the ground) and even taste the burnt meat in the air. Don't forget we
come to God the same way today!

The only piece of furniture in the outer court besides the bronze altar was the laver. The altar
was the once-for-all cleansing of salvation by the blood of Jesus (John 3:16). The laver stands for the
moment by moment cleansing needed of sins after salvation (1 John 1:9). Both are necessary to
serve God (1 John 5:6; Titus 3:5). "Rock of Ages," the well-known hymn, refers to this: "Rock of
Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee; Let the water (laver) and the blood (altar), from Thy
wounded side which flowed (crucifixion, where cleansing provided for). Be of sin the double cure
(sins past - salvation/bronze altar; sins present. confession/laver). Save from wrath (judgment
[bronze] not on us but on Jesus at bronze altar) and make me pure (daily cleansing in the laver as we
become more Christ like)."

"Laver" is the same as "lavatory" and refers to a place to wash. The laver was for cleansing,
because the priests had to be clean in order to serve God. God is a clean (holy) God and those who
serve Him must be clean, too (Psalm 24:3-4). Note that the laver is only for the priests. All
Christians today are priests (1 Peter 2:5-9). Although they were once washed at the start of their
service (salvation) they continually got dirty in their service to God. The ground was muddy, the fire
dirty, blood was everywhere.

The tabernacle building itself was formed of boards of wood (humanity of Jesus) covered
with a layer of gold (deity of Jesus). The boards were 15' by 2'-6" and about 4" thick. Jesus was a
man in the full sense of the word (John 1:1, 14; Hebrews 2:17, 14; 1 Timothy 2:5; 1 Peter 2:22; John
3:5; 2 Corinthians 5:21). Acacia wood was hard-grained, wouldn't rot or decay, very sturdy, and had
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no defects or failures in it. It pictures Jesus, also of the ground (as was wood), with no defects or
failures (Hebrews 4:15; 7:25; 1 Peter 2:22; 1 John 3:5). Bases of silver held up the boards. The
silver pictured the cost of redemption, the price paid for salvation.

Four curtains wer e draped over the Tabernacl e. The
perfection) and had cherubim embroidered on it in red, blue and purple, the same colors as over the
gate. These showed Jesus as the God (red) man (blue) in one, the Messiah King (purple). The
Cheribum were angels who protected and procl ai me
saw this tremendous manifestation of the glory of God, wings and power everywhere! That's why so
many Psalms refer to the safety of being under God's wings (Psalm 61:4, 7; 17:8; 57:1; 91:4; 36:7;
etc.).

Next was a goatos hair curtain. Goat s28,We-B;e u
Numbers 7:16; 15:24,27; 28:11, 15). On the Day of Atonement a goat was offered as a scape-goat
(Leviticus 16; Numbers. 28:11-15). Jesus was our scape-goat, our sin offering to God (Isaiah 53:6,

10; Hebrews 9:14, 26, 28; 10:10, 14; 2 Corinthians. 5:21; Ephesians 5:2). On top of it was a
covering of ramés skin dyed ubgsitdte. It piCthres Christ ras owra s
substitute (1 Peter 3:18; 2:21; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 1:4; Isaiah 53:6; Romans 4:25; 5:8; John.
3:16). They were dyed red as a picture of Jesus' blood (Isaiah 1:18). Christ, our substitute, shed his
blood in our place (ram's skin) as a sin offering for us (goats hair). This is why we glorify Him (linen
with cherubim).

On top of these 3 curtains was one of animal skin. Scholars agree it was a manatee-type
animal (seal, porpoise, dugong). It was a thick, tough covering (sandals were made of this). This
offered protection to that within (as Jesus does for us). From the outside the tabernacle was
unattractive, no different than the other tents around it. As a man Jesus looked like everyone else
(Isaiah. 53:2-3). He couldn't be distinguished from the other disciples, which is why Judas was paid
to point Him out. From the outside, in appearance, Jesus looks the same as everyone else. His
great beauty can't be seen or appreciated from the outside, only by those who enter in (John 1:10-
13).

The curtains over this door are the same as the curtains over the first gate. It is only half the
size, though. Many come to Jesus for salvation (bronze altar) but few of those go on to serve Jesus
with their lives and live in His presence day by day. Many more came into the Tabernacle than went
into the inner building to Godds presence.

Inside the building were 5 pieces of furniture in the shape of a cross. On the left was a
lampstand giving light, for there was no natural light inside the building. It was made of gold,
showing Jesus as God who was the light of the world. . Light is contrasted with darkness, which
stands for sin and evil (Proverbs 4:19; John 3:19). The world today is in darkness (Romans 1:22, 25).
Man, like bugs under a rock, tries to hide from the light (Revelation 6:15-17). Light is greater than
darkness, though. Light can remove darkness, but darkness cannot remove light (John 11:9).

Across from the lampstand was a table that had showbread on it . The table was of wood
and gold (Jesus as man and God) and held bread for the priests to be nourished. The purpose of the
bread was for the priests to eat, nourishing themselves in God's presence (1 Samuel 21:6; Leviticus
24:5-9). That is what fellowship is -- nourishing on Jesus in His presence, along with other
believer/priests (1 Corinthians 10:16-17). Individually we do this in private worship and devotions.

The inside of the Tabernacle building was, in essence, three cubes. This stands for the three-
fold Trinity of God. The Holy Place was the size of two cubes and then a curtain separated it from the
Holy of Holies which was a perfect cube. In front of the curtain, in the Holy Place, was a gold altar
on which incense was burnt. One day an old priest named Zacharias was taking his turn serving in
the temple in Jerusalem. He was chosen by lot to offer the incense on the golden altar, a once-in-a-
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lifetime (if you got to do it at all) privilege! It was the first week of October, 748 A.U.C. (6 BC). His life
completely changed because of what happened there. You can read about his encounter with
Gabriel in Luke 1.

Incense in the Bible is used to symbolize prayer and communion with God (Psalm 142:2;
141:2; Luke 1:10; Revelation 5:8; 8:3-4; Ezra 9:5; Daniel 9:21). This is what Zacharias was doing
when Gabriel came to tell him his prayers had been answered (Luke 1). The gold altar with fire from
Jesus' work on the cross shows the altar is a picture of Jesus and the prayers He prays ascending to
God. What is Jesus doing for us now in heaven? He intercedes for us (Hebrews 7:25; 8:1; Romans
8:34). He prayed for His disciples while He was on earth, and He still prays for His disciples today
(Luke 22:31-32). John 17 is an example of how He prays for us.

Before we sin, Jesus intercedes on our behalf. If we sin anyway, He then becomes our
advocate (lawyer) and represents our case before God (1 John 2:1). He comes to our defense when
Satan wants God to enact the death penalty against us after we sin. His defense: our sins were paid
for on the bronze altar.

Behind the altar of incense is a curtain. This is the third of three entrance ways. They show
Jesus as the way, truth and life (John 14:6). The gate (#1) shows Jesus as the WAY to God (not by
works, family, etc. Ephesians 2:8-9; Galatians 2:16). The door (#2) shows Jesus as the TRUTH of
God (only Jesus' wisdom suffices, He is our light & nourishment, John 4:25). The veil (#3) shows
Jesus as the LIFE of God (1 John 1:1-2; John 3). The veil stands for Jesus' life, His body.

The 15' by 15' square curtain or veil was of fine linen (the purity and righteousness of Jesus).
It was embroidered with red, blue and scarlet thread in the design of a cherubim. The significance is
the same as with the curtain above - showing God's majesty and power, His greatness and
sovereignty. This third opening is the same size as the second opening, but while that was open this
is closed, keeping everyone out.

The purpose of this veil is to protect God's holiness by keeping sinful man out of His presence,
lest man be instantly destroyed. The veil was to show separation of man and God -- but it wasn't a
wall (promising that the way would one day be open).

Only the High Priest could enter the Holy of Holies, past the veil, and then just once a year,
the Day of Atonement. Then he had to come with innocent blood (Leviticus 16:2; Hebrews 9:6-8),
access to God is only by blood. Still, he would have a rope tied around his ankle. If the sacrifice was
unacceptable to God he was struck dead and would lie there and decay. The rope was used to pull
him out. God wasn't being mean, just holy. No sin was allowed in His presence, like no germs are
allowed in an operating room. What does the veil stand for? That's easy, because Hebrews 10:19-
20 tells us precisely that it pictures Jesus' body.

The temple Solomon built, and Herod rebuilt, was the same as the tabernacle just larger. The
veil in Jesus' day was 30" square and 4" thick. It was a beautiful work of art, gorgeous in design,
artistic in color, superb in the minutest detail, and rich in adornment. It was one of the greatest
tapestries of the world. It was replaced regularly so as to not weaken. It was tested by oxen pulling
on all four corners at once to make sure it was strong. They would take no chance on the barrier
protecting man from God's judgment to be broken down.

The very instant Jesus died several things were happening in the temple. For one, the
Passover lamb for the whole nation was being killed. Also, a priest was at the altar of incense
offering prayers to God. Right in front of his eyes the large veil tore from top to bottom, born by the
hands of God (Matthew 27:46-52; Mark 15:34-38; Luke 23:44-46). Jesus had just said "It is finished,"
referring to the work of reconciling God and man. Tearing the veil was God's way of saying, "Now we
don't need this anymore." As Jesus body was torn, so was the veil in the temple. In the Lord's
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Supper we 'break' bread, memorializing this very event. The veil was torn from top to bottom,
showing God considered Jesus' sacrifice sufficient payment for the sins of the world. It was torn in
the middle so it would be obvious to all, as Jesus was crucified publicly before all. It was torn
completely; the barrier was removed, not just part way or allowing a peek inside.

This event ended the old way, the law, and instituted the new -- grace (Hebrews 10:19-22).
Now we can come into God's presence any time we want. We don't have to wait for one man to
represent us, once a year, with a rope around his leg. Every time we pray we come into God's
presence as that priest did. Our access is because of what Jesus did on the cross. That's what we
say when we pray "in Jesus' name." Our privilege of access is through Jesus. We don't appreciate
what a privilege prayer is, or what praying "in Jesus' name" really means. Again we see that all we
have comes from Jesus' death. His life condemns us, for it shows our sin & failures i nce we
a perfect life a He did. His death opens the way into God for all of us. Thank Him for that each time
you enter His presence in prayer!

Inside the Holy of Holies was a wooden chest called the Ark of the Covenant with the Mercy
Seat on top. It speaks of Jesus as God and man (John 1:1, 14). It was made of wood (humanity of
Jesus, Isaiah 53:2); covered with gold (deity of Jesus, Colossians 2:9). As a box for safety and
security, what it carried was of the most importance. Hebrews 9:1-5 gives the record of its contents:
tablets of the law, golden bowl full of manna, and Aaron's rod that budded. One of the names is the
"Ark of the Testimony" because each of these bear testimony to God's holiness and grace and man's
sinfulness and disobedience. They testify to man's failure and God's faithfulness.

The Mercy Seat was made of solid gold beaten into the shape of two cherubim looking down
on the lid which held them. The space between these cherubim was the most important place in the
tabernacle, actually the most important place on earth, for that is where God's presence was (1
Samuel 4:4; 2 Samuel. 6:2; 2 Kings 19:15; Psalm 80:1; 99:1). It was His throne (Revelation 11:19).
Called the 'Shekinah' glory (meaning God's 'Presence’), this is where God was and from where He
spoke to man (Numbers 7:89; Exodus 25:22).

In New Testament times God's presence was in Christ, who was God. He 'tabernacled’ on
earth (John 1:1-14). Jesus was called 'Immanuel' meaning 'God with us' (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23).

When the blood was poured there on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur, Leviticus 17). Aaron
offered one goat on the burnt altar, catching his blood in a gold basin. Some was sprinkled on a
second goat (the 'scape goat’) and the rest brought into the Holy of Holies by the high priest, with a
rope tied around his ankle. If the offering was rejected by God the priest was struck dead. The blood
was then sprinkled on the mercy seat (Leviticus 16:14). This was done seven times (sacred
perfection). There is no way man could enter God's presence without the innocent blood (Hebrews
9:22). The writer of Hebrews says Christ (symbolically) took His blood to God to offer as the final
sacrifice for all sin (9:24-28). Christ's sacrifice on Calvary was what the Day of Atonement pointed to.
He fulfilled, it was never needed again. That's why the veil was torn by God, it wasn't needed any
more.

Everything in the tabernacle is a picture of Jesus' sacrifice for us (Hebrews. 9:11-14). The
tabernacle, especially the mercy seat, was where God met man. The lid on top of the ark of the
covenant was called the "mercy seat" because that is what it did. It is used 26 times in the Old
Testament and 4 in the New Testament. The New Testament uses are especially significant: 1 John
2:2; 4:10; Hebrews 9:5; Romans 3:21-25. The word translated "mercy seat" in the Old Testament is
here translated "atonement" or "propitiation.” Literally this means "to cover," for Jesus' blood covers
our sins, pictured by the blood covering the mercy seat in the tabernacle. It means He satisfied God's
demands on sin. He paid the price of judgment on sin so we can approach God free and clear. This
is what makes Christ our mercy seat (Hebrews 10:19-22).
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Everything depends on the blood. That is why the Cherubim are pictured looking down at the
blood. They are interested in the unfolding of God's redemptive purpose. They never experienced
grace and redemption themselves, they only see it in us. Because of what it shows about God, they
are deeply intrigued (1 Peter 1:11-12; 1 Corinthians 4.9; Ephesians. 3:10). They are amazed at God
showing us mercy - and that's what the "mercy" seat is all about! It shows God's goodness bestowed
on the unworthy and undeserving sinner.

The only way to approach God is through Jesus' blood. Trying to come into His presence
without the innocent blood brought immediate death and destruction (50,070 men died because of
this, 1 Samuel 6:19-21). Apart from the blood there is no mercy, only judgment.

God Himself directed the movement of the Tabernacle from within a cloud which gave

protection from the sun during the day and which s hone wi th Godds presence

cloud moved the whole Jewish nation, which was camped around the Tabernacle, followed as well.

Following the exact pattern of the tabernacle, which God gave to Moses, the Jews built a
permanent tabernacle, called a temple, in Jerusalem. David planned it and Solomon built it. It was
one of the wonders of the ancient world! After 300 years, though, Nebuchadnezzar and the
Babylonians destroyed it. Seventy years later Ezra returned from Babylon and led a temple
rebuilding program. For 400 years the Jews used this, then Herod enlarged and beautified it until it
was once again one of the wonders of the world. After less than 100 years it was destroyed when
Jerusalem was conquered by Rome in 70 AD. During the coming tribulation period there will be a
temple on the same spot used by the Jews until the Antichrist takes it over and sets himself up to be
worshipped in it. It will be destroyed during the battle of Armageddon. A Millennial temple there will
become God's throne on earth for 1,000 years (Ezekiel 40-48).

When Jesus came to earth He was the place where God and man met, where God dwelt
among man. John 1:14 says Jesus "became flesh and made His dwelling among us." Literally the
Bible says He became flesh and "tabernacled" among us. Jesus was the tabernacle while on earth.
It all pointed to Him and spoke of Him, and He fulfilled it while on earth. Like the tabernacle, Jesus's
life on earth was temporary, humble, simple in appearance, God's dwelling place, and the place of
sacrifice.

Today God doesn't dwell in a man-made building on earth. His dwelling is in the hearts of
those who love Him and have accepted Jesus as Savior. WE are His tabernacle ("dwelling") today (1
Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:19; 2 Corinthians 6:16). Thus the tabernacle speaks of us, too! We are His
tabernacle, and we are His royal priesthood (1 Pet. 2:5, 9-10). What a privilege we have in serving
God in our lives!

Think of how God prepared and cared for the tabernacle, how He used it to reveal His glory,
how it was where He dwelt on earth among men. God prepares and cares for us even more. He
uses us today to reveal His glory to others. It is in us that He dwells on earth. What a special
blessing that is for us today!

THE PRIESTHOOD

When you hear the word Apriestodo what do you

and acts as a go-between of God and man in a religious group? If so, you are pretty accurate. While
most religions have a priesthood, the one we are concerned about is the one God instituted in the
Bi ble for Israel. The others are al/l Satanos

God chose the tribe of Levi to be the priestly tribe because of their faithfulness to God when
the others were sinning after Moses came down from Mt. Sinai with the law from God. Levi was a
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son of Jacob and Leah. His descendants are the Levites by birth. Levites assisted the priests in
carrying the ark and caring for the things of the Tabernacle and later the Temple. They were the
doorkeepers, provided the music, prepared the sacrifices, cleaned and repaired as necessary, and
kept the fires on the altar going. Healthy males between the ages of 25 and 50 served. They began
their service with a ritual of consecration and cleansing, and then needed continual, regular cleansing
at the laver to stay clean so they could serve.

Levites owned no | and but were given fiveamongci t
and minister to the people. They were paid by the tithes of the people and by keeping parts of the
sacrifices as ordained by God. They copied, taught and enforced the law and helped priests in any
way necessary.

The priests were one small portion of the tribe of Levi. They were descendants of the family of
Aaron, who was a Levite. His sons were priests. The oldest son of the oldest son was the high
priest. Aaron was the first Hi gh Priest. dowhct u
when he woul dnoét speak to Pharaoh for God. Howe
anyway while still in Egypt.

Aaronbdbs sons were priests while he was high |
foll ow Godbés dir ge e ahihe altaru &3 argsultp Gotd toakrtheir lives. Their
brothers Eleazar and Ithamar took over for them. From there on it was the firstborn of the firstborn on
down. If a son was crippled or infirm in any way he was not to serve as a priest.

The priests served from age 30 to 50. Younger than 30 was considered not mature enough for
the responsibility that came with the privilege. They, too, lived in the same cities the Levites lived in
so they could be among the people to minister to them. They lived on the tithes of money and food
provided by the people.

When they first began to serve the priests were washed at the door of the Tabernacle or
Temple. Hands were laid on a bull which was then slaughtered and its blood sprinkled on the horns
of the altar. The priest was dressed in white for purity and anointed with oil. Blood from the bull was
applied to their right ear, hand and foot as a picture of total consecration to the Lord.

While the dress of the priests was all in white, the High Priest had red, blue and purple woven
in as well. He wore a special robe and an ephod which was used in his role as mediator between
God and man. In it were placed the Urim and Thummim. The high priest was a mediator, a go-
between representing God to man and man to God.

Priests would carry out this responsibility by burning incense on the golden altar, as Zacharias
was doing when the angel told him he would have John the Baptist born to his wife. They cleaned
and trimmed the lamps on the lamp stands, kept fresh bread on the Table of Showbread, fed the fire
and cleaned away the ashes on the Bronze Altar. In addition they inspected the unclean, especially
lepers, and declared them clean if God had healed them. They taught the people the law and acted
asahighcourt of appeals if there were issues the Lev

As was true of everything in the Tabernacle and Temple, the priesthood, too, was there to
teach about Jesus. He is our High Priest (Hebrews 3:1; 4:14). While the Jewish High Priest put the
blood of the sacrifice on the Mercy Seat, Jesus paid for our sins with His own blood (1 Peter 1:18-19).
Jesus is our Mediator, our go-between, representing God to us and us to God (1 Timothy 2:5-6;
Hebrews 4:14-16).

We can thank God for giving us such a wonderful, merciful High Priest who Himself became
our sacrifice for sin. Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of the Old Testament priesthood.
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So the priesthood in the Old Testament speaks of Jesus as the High Priest. Then who are the
priests who serve under Him? We are! All believers are priests (1 Peter 2:4-5). Starting with Adam
every man was his own priest and presented sacrifices to God. Afterwards that office went to the
head of each family: Noah, Abraham, etc. After Mt. Sinai only men from the Tribe of Levi and the
family of Aaron could serve as priests. Now, in the church age, every born-again believer is a priest
in the sight of God. What a great honor and privilege we have in representing God to man by our life
and witness and in representing man to God by our prayers and intercession.

We, too, become priests by birth i new birth into the family of God. We are cleansed and
consecrated, set apart to serve as priests, at salvation. We keep clean by washing when dirty by
confessing our sins (1 John 1:9). After this we, too, are dressed in white showing our purity in His
sight. We are also anointed with oil T the Holy Spirit. Instead of blood on our right ear, hand and
food, we are covered by the blood of Jesus.

We are available to serve Him as He needs. We serve Him by serving each other. God asks
us t o car ry budens (Galatian G2), dysencouraging them emotionally (Numbers 6:22-
27), by interceding regularly for each other (Colossians 1:3; 2 Thessalonians 1:11), by lovingly
confronting those who are in sin (Exodus 32:25-29; 2 Chronicles 26:16-21; Galatians 6:1).

You are a priest. I am a priest. What a gt
through another person; we can go directly ourselves, any time we want. We can talk to others about
Him or talk to Him about others any time we choose. We can come into His presence any time we
want . I n the Ol d Testament only the High Priest
a year and in fear and trembling. We can come into His presence any time we want because Jesus
tore the separating veil by His work on the cross. Priests of Jesus i what an honor and privilege!

SALVATION BEFORE JESUS CAME

The question often comes up about those who were born before Jesus or those today who
never heard of them. Is salvation available for them? If so, how? First lets be sure that salvation is
only to be found through Jesus (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Timothy 2:5). There is no other way, person,
religion, etc. to get us to heaven. Only Jesus. But what about those who never heard of Him?

Every person is accountable to God, if they have heard the name Jesus or not (Romans 1:18-
32; 3:23). All deserve eternal separation from God (Romans 6:23). He paid for their sins, if they
heard about Him or not (John 4:42; 1 John 2:2). Those who reject His payment for sin will eternally
endure Godbdébs wrath on sin in hell (John 3:16, 36

Salvation only comes from heari ngan&d0ddHsl). yveo d
know God is just and would never do anything that was not just (Genesis 18:25; Romans 2:11). All
deserve hell; no one deserves heaven, or even a chance at heaven through Jesus (Ephesians 2:1-9).

But how can God hold someone accountable for rejecting Jesus if they never heard about Him?

THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE THE OLD TESTAMENT

Firs t , |l etds talk about those who do not know
Testament. They may not have heard about the creator God of Israel, but they do know there is a
God for their conscience within makes that plain to them (Romans 1:19, 32; 2:15; Ecclesiastes 3:11).
Everyone has something within that tells them there is a God. If they respond to that or deny it is up
to their free will choice.

In addition, God has revealed His eternal power and divine nature through nature and what He
has created (Romans 1:20). So man is responsible for what he does about this basic awareness of
the existence of God. Suppose you were lost in a dark cave and then found a little lighted arrow

58



pointing in a certain direction. Whose fault would it be if you failed to follow the arrow? Just yours.
God has His own little arrows in our heart and in nature. Man must just follow them.

So what is the bottom line of what needs to happen for salvation? A person must give all of
himself that he has to all of God that he understands. | repeat. A person must give all of himself that
he has to all of God that he understands. That is true for a child, a mentally handicapped person, or
someone who only knows there is a God through his heart and through nature. The more mature we
get the more of ourselves we have to give, but even a child can give his heart to God. And a person
doesndt need t o kimeevwa6Gatoaccephttzntruth dnédeek to know more about
and follow that God. Anyone can do that, no matter if they have never heard the name of Jesus or
read any of the Old Testament.

God wants all men to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9). He welcomes those who
acknowledge their spiritual need and seek Him (Ezekiel 34:11; Luke 19:10). When a person does
accept the reality of this creator God and seeks to better know Him then he is accepting all of God
that He understands. Sometimes God will reveal more of Himself to that person through a
messenger (Acts 16:6-10), through inner revelation in the form of a supernatural dream, or through
ot her means such as the names and meanings of
sti | | fftom there you séek the Lord your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your

t

hear t and with all your soul o6 (Deuteronomy 4:29).

Those who do not turn to Him do not do so out of ignorance, for all are accountable and fully
responsible (Romans 1:19-20). However if they do not respond to Him they are guilty of rejecting
Him (Romans 1:21-23). Man can reject the truth (Romans 1:18) and refuse to honor God (Romans

1:21), turning to idols instead ( Ro méariglgeousnessit.

they are still accountable for doing so (Romans 1:24-32). The serious part is that when someone
rejects God, He rejects them (Romans 1:24-32).

Never let it be said that God is unfair in doing so, though (Romans 2:1-16). God is more than
fair. He reveals Himself to man within (heart/conscience) without (nature) and all man has to do is
accept that truth and in His heart acknowledge the God that created him. God may or may not reveal
more to him, but if he has given everything he has in himself to all of God that he understands, God

will forgive his sins and give him salvation. 't coul dndt be any simpler
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THOSE WHO DO HAVE THE OLD TESTAMENT

But then, what about those who also have the more clear revelation of God in the Old
Testament, but lived before Jesus and only had vague prophecies about his future coming? What
would be their standard for salvation? It would be no different than what we already mentioned,

giving all of themselves that they had to all of God thatt hey wunder st ood. It

understand God much more clearly from His revelation of Himself in the Old Testament.

You see, the basis of salvation is always the death of Christ. That is the only way God can
forgive sin of anyone, because Jesus paid for it on the cross. There is no other way. And the
requirement for that pardon to be applied is always faith in God from the heart of the individual
requesting forgiveness. What changes through Bible history is the content of that faith, what God has

revealed to man. For t hhose who don 6tentditheir mithtisine

a creator God who is sovereign over all. For those who knew more about Him the content increases.
Adam, for example, understood that innocent blood had to be shed to cover his shame and guilt. He
and his descendants offered sacrifices as a way of showing their faith in God who would remove their
sins.

Now when God revealed the Law to Moses and the Jews on Mt. Sinai they got a much deeper,
clearer revelation of Who God was and what He expected. Their faith in God was shown by living by

A

0sS

W

the rules and regulations in Exodus and Levitic

salvation, for salvation is a free gift (Ephesians 2:8-9), but that inner faith shows itself outwardly by

wanting to follow Godi J ame s 6 fMmfoaiitt wowikts i s d2@ado (Salmesat 2od

by their putting faith in what they did, but in putting faith in the God who told them to do it. Actually
the | aw could not bring salvation, no matter
earn salvation but to show man his sin and the impossibility of being perfectinGod 6 s s i ght
3:14-2 4) . Today our f @ trdsthn God as &den is HioLaw, totlay weoare under
grace and our trust in our gracious God to provide free salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Those with the Old Testament had the same truth revealed to them as we have in the New
Testament . Mekedand chreuat (Jeremials 17:9) and even our righteous acts are dirty
in Godbés sight (I saiah 64:6). Because God i s
reach up to God, only God can initiate the contact by reaching down to man (Isaiah 59:1-2). He
reaches down to reveal that the way between God and man can only be open by the shedding of
i nnocent bl ood (Leviticus 17:11). T e esacrifide ofotlie
sinless God-man Messiah can pay for it (Isaiah 53:1-12).

So faith in the provision by the coming Messiah was a key ingredient in the faith content for
those who had the Old Testament. They dddhot

how

(

h

of

K

wasnot the i ssue. Putti ng fearitidalhpoint. nGod viould proeide fior n g

t heir sins for they <could not. I n order for
(crucified, Daniel 9:26). This would be a painful time of suffering for Him (Psalm 22:1-31). This is
what God revealed and in what those with the Old Testament had to put their faith (Genesis 15:6).

CONTINUED FAILURE OF THE PEOPLE

Despite all God did to reach His people and teach them about Himself and His plan for them,
the people continued to disobey and fail to follow God. They sinned, while Moses was on Mt Sinai
getting the law by building a golden calf (Exodus 32). They complained, grumbled and criticized God
and Moses (Exodus 15:24; 16:2, 7-9, 12; 17:3; Numbers 14:2, 27-29, 36; 16:11, 41; 17:5, 10). They
failed to enter the land because of their fear of the giants (Numbers 13-14). They had to wander for
40 years because of their sin (Numbers 32:13). Even Moses himself failed to enter the land because
of his sin of anger (Numbers 20; Deuteronomy 32:48-52).
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BIBL E OVERVIEW

10. JOSHUA |

MAIN EVENTS: Conquest of the Promised Land
MAIN PEOPLE: Joshua, Twelve Tribes
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Joshua

BIBLE VERSE: Joshua 1:2-3 "You and all these people,
get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land | am
about to give to them-to the Israelites. | will give you
every place where you set your foot, as | promised
Mo s es. 9|

TIME: 1,400 BC

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
India invaded by Aryans who settle in Indus and Ganges Valleys

Vedas written in India
Jacob @

Late Harappan Culture in India
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine

Flood lsaac  Joseph JOSHUA
| Babel Abraham Moses |
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC
8 When Moses died, God chose Joshua to lead the

people into the land. Joshua did not have the special
education or the great gifts and skills that Moses had, but he
had been faithful to God his whole life and was willing to be
used by God. God used Joshua to lead the Jews into the land
and defeat the Canaanites living there.

L This time period was one of warfare T God6s peo
( | taking possession of that which God had given them in their

| | Promised Land. In the same way, we are in a spiritual battle

as well. The battle started in Eden (Genesis 3:15) will

. continue until Jesus returns and sets up His Kingdom on

! earth. That is a foundational truth we must be aware of for the

U | battle is seen on every page in the Bible.

Godds power b riothegehbattles whert Hisr y
people faithfully served Him and followed His leading. The
same is true for us today.

e
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MEET JOSHUA

Living the Christian life is a battle. It always has been. We see this in the life of Joshua as
well. He was involved in much warfare in his time. All who desire to live for God are. In his day it
was the Egyptians and the Canaanites they fought
they are different. We battle Satan and his forces, the flesh (our sin nature, that natural tendency to
be selfish, prideful and self-centered) and the world system with its ungodly system of priorities and
values. The weapons that were used against him were swords, spears and arrows. Weapons used
against us are greed, selfishness, fear, lust, anger and pride. What he went through physically is a
picture of what we go through spiritually (1 Corinthians 10;11; Romans 15:4).

This battle we fight is really between God and Satan. It just spilled over to this planet and is
castriedout here on earth. It started in Eden when
couldno6ét defeat God Hi mself. He started with A«
until God wiped out all but Noah in the flood, then Satan went after the people after the flood. He got
them to build Babel. God then chose one man to make into a special nation to reveal Himself to the
world. That man, Abraham, then was bruised. lIsaac, Jacob and Joseph were all attacked by Satan.
Eventually the new nation ended up captive in Egypt (a picture of the world) helpless slaves of
Pharaoh (a picture of Satan). God intervened and delivered them by the innocent blood of the
Passover Lamb (a pictur e). blddefdated thesr 6nemias atkhe Red Seafee ¢
picture of His resurrection power). Al bel i eve
battle, they were helpless victims with no power to fight back. After they left Egypt to follow God the
battles start. The same is true with us.

Joshua was born a slave in Egypt. He remembered the Passover and deliverance through the
Red Sea. He saw all the miracles of Godds deliv
Hebrew equivalent of the Gree k wor d. diJesles was a sol dier i n Ph;
Moses chose him to lead the Jews in their battle with Amalek (a picture of the flesh) soon after they
crossed the Red Sea.

Godds enemies are our enemi etheywamneseem farmidadle! &heo n
giants in the land caused most of the other spies as well as the people to run in fear, so the Jews had
to wander in the desert for 40 years. Then, when the older generation had died, God chose Joshua
to lead the new generation into the land (Joshua 1:1). Following such a well-known, successful
| eader | i ke Moses was not easy. He himself coul
to |l ead the people to victory. He Hoahdve Yictory.t God a | |
promised He would give them the land (Joshua 1:2), but they had to move out in faith and fight the
battles to take it. A wi || give you every pl ac
11;24; Genesis 12:1-7). The land was theirs T but they had to set their foot there. The Canaanites
who were living there did their best to prevent that!

Fortunately God promised He would fight their battles through them. He guaranteed victory for
them (Joshua 1:5). God promises us that we will never be alone, either (Genesis 28;15; Romans
8:38-39; Exodus 33:14). Because ofthiswedon 6t have to fear (Joshua 1:
41:10; Deuteronomy 31:6; Matthew 14:27). Of course God expects us to obey Him in everything
(Joshua 1:7-8), for disobedience cuts us off from His power and protection.

God told Joshua nABe strong and courageous. [
the LORD your God wil/ be with you wherevedhisyou
hope on. God has promised us, too, that He will meet all our needs (Psalm 84:11; 23:1-3; Philippians
4:19; Hebrews 13:5), that He will guide us (Psalm 48:14; 32:8; Proverbs 3:5-6) and that He will be our
strength for whatever comes (Philippians 4:13; 2 Corinthians 12:9; Deuteronomy 33:25; Isaiah 40:29).
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He promises us victory in our battles, too (1 Corinthians 10:13). We need only to trust His word and
lean on His strength.

So when we have battl es, and we will Hsawgre t |
physical, ours are spiritual strdndilp WearsHisaarmer (Ephegdiahyg .
6:10-17) and then, and only then, will we be able to have victory as Joshua had victory. The book of
Joshua is a book of warfare and victory, butitstar t s wi t h Goddés promi ses.

Victory doesndt c alifeamefdightng.l God taughttJoshua tha Esson in
his life, too. He had to learn to persevere, to not quit but to keep faithfully serving God no matter what

happensdotan letay | esson to | earn, for ©patlhemgscle doc
God trying to teach you patience and perseverance? How are you coming with your progress?
Maybe Joshuads story will help you.

Joshua grew up in Egypt. For the first forty years of his life he was a slave patiently awaiting
Godds del Therewhennaiverance did come he ended up having to wait another 40 years to
enter the land T more patience was required. Finally, five years after they crossed the Jordan River
and began their conquest of the land, he got his chance to fight for his land.

It took them years to defeat the confederations of tribes in Canaan. God was teaching them
patience and perseverance. He was letting them have victory in one area, settle and hold it, and then
move on to another area, just like He does in our lives today. To give it all to them at once would
have been too hard for them. If all the Canaanites were destroyed before they could move in and
replace them, wild animals would take over and make the places unsafe (Exodus 23:20-30). Thus
Godds wawayslbees littla by little, conquer and grow in one area and then move on to the next
area to be conquered.

Even so, despite the fact that the major Canaanite armies had all been defeated, there were
still pockets of resistance and a few cities of giants left. It took ongoing mop-up operations to remove
them all, a lifelong task. Other new areas of defiance would raise up as well and had to be put down.
| sndét t hat nyolrbfe, wa? yAfter dalvation (Passover lamb and Red Sea deliverance) you
must decide who you will live for: yourself or God. If you choose yourself, you wander for years in
aimlessness (as the Jews wandered for 40 years in the desert). If you choose God and follow Him
into the place of His perfect will for you, then you will find battles and opposition. The world, the flesh
and the devil will fight you every step of the way to keep you from making that commitment to put Him
before yourself. God will give you victory if you faithfully persevere and stay true to Him. The first
major battles between the flesh and the spirit will have been won, but living in His will (in the land) will
mean a lifetime of continual skirmishes, mop-up operations, taking new territory, and fighting giants
that remain.

The problem was thatthe J ews di dndét go ahead and keep bat
decided that 90% victory was good enough Wwheetnbesioft ReubensGad andl half of
Manasseh were willing to settle for land on the east of the Jordan. It was right nextto Godés per f
land (will) for them, but not in it. It was close enough to have some of the benefits, but stopped short
of being where the battles and conflicts were. In future years they were the first to get attacked and
defeated, though, because theyweren 6t i n Goddés perfect place for t

What a great God we serve! He had promised that every place they put their foot would be
theirs if they faithfully obeyed and followed Him (Joshua 1:3-5), and that is what happened (Joshua
21:43-45). The sameistrue f or wus, t oo, if you follow your fJ
AfJoshuao in Hebrew). Are you foll owing? Per sev
only way to have victory in your daily battles. He never promised to remove the battles, but He does
promise to be with you and fight for you through them.
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JOSHUA:
CONQUEST

TITLE: Named after author, main character

AUTHOR: Joshua

DATE of WRITING: About 1375 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Canaan (Palestine)

TIME COVERED: About 30 years

RECIPIENTS: Jews, second generation of those who left Egypt
KEY VERSE: Joshua 1:2-3 "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get
ready to cross the Jordan River into the land | am about to give to them-- to the Israelites. | will give
you every place where you set your foot, as | promised Moses.

KEY WORDS: Possess/Possessions (22 times); Inherit/Inheritance (63 times)

PURPOSE: T o s h pramisasomere f@lIdlleddnsgiving Canaan to Israel (23:14) but how
Israel failed to fully possess the land (18:3), setting groundwork for future troubles.

THEME: Conquest and division of Canaan.

Have you ever been in a position where you had to replace someone who did an outstanding

job? Maybe it was atwork, or even at <church. You didndot seem
your predecessor did, but now it was your respon

is the position Joshua finds himself in. He was only average in ability, but above average in
availability. He wasnét the gifted, natur al I
lead the Jews into their Promised Land.

Joshua was born a slave in Egypt. He assisted Moses and was trained by Moses since the
Jews left Egypt. He was the general who led the soldiers against the Amalekites while Moses prayed
(Exodus 17). Joshua and Caleb were the only spies who trusted that God could defeat the giants and
give them the land. Now he is a man of about 80 or 90, full of wisdom and confidence in God.
Naturally he was a fearful man, but when he trusted in God he had courage and strength for his tasks
(Joshua 1:6-9). Joshua in many ways is a picture (type) of Jesus. His name (Hebrew) and Jesus
(Greek) bot h  me a n [Oiis daleatiohd@ARts 7:45; Hebrews 4:8). In the Old Testament Joshua
leads the Jews to victory over physical enemies (Canaanites). In the New Testament it is Jesus who
leads his people to victory over spiritual enemies (sin, Satan, the flesh and the world, 1 Corinthians
3:21-23) (Ephesians 6:12). Victory isnb6t given, it must be
be won! If people follow Joshua/Jesus, God gives victory (John 6:37-39; 10:14-16, 27-30)!

I. MOVING INTO THE LAND The first half of the book talks about the Jews claiming (chap. 1-5) and
conquering (chap. 6-12) the land God had long ago promised them to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and
Joseph. After Joshua is commissioned (chap. 1), Jericho is canvassed (chap. 2). While Joshua
knows to trust in God, he also knows his part is to use common sense and plan ahead. He trusted
completely and planned completely, a good example to us today.

Jericho was the key city in entering the land, for it was virtually impregnable. The outer walls
were 30 by 6 foot. After a 15 foot space the inner wall was 30 by 12 foot. They were joined at the top
and surrounded by a deep moat with a smooth, vertical surface. Arrows and swords could never
conquer suchap |l ace. Wi t h o wduld ladngpossibleh €he ppies sent were saved by a
prostitute named Rahab, who gave her heart to God. She was a fine woman of faith (Heb 11:31;
James 2:25) who was the great-great-grandmother of David (mother of Boaz), an ancestor of Jesus.

After crossing the Jordan (chap 3-4) by stepping into the water before it parted (unlike the Red
Sea crossing where it separated first -- God expects more from our faith as we grow and mature in
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Him), they recommitted themselves by circumcision (chap 5) which they neglected while wandering.
God expects His people to be holy and 100% obedient to Him.

After defeating Jericho by a crazy, far-out battle plan from God (which actually worked - the
large walls fell into the moat so it was smooth walking into town) (chap. 6), the Jews are defeated at

Al (chap 7) because of Achandés sin. The sin of
hates sin and judges it wherever it is. The Canaanites were being removed because of their awful
sin, but the Jews,too,had t o keep from all sin. How awful si

Joshuadéds campaign was to O6divide and congqguer,
unite. Moshe Dyan, in 1967, studied and followed Joshua 6 s st r at egy Aiabsin® dalyse a t |
despite being outnumbered 60 to 1!

The closest to recorded sin by Joshua is his omission of prayer about a treaty he signed with
the Gibeonites (chap. 9-10). Assuming they were from far away, he promised to help them and soon
found himself fighting other tribes defending them! God gave the victory by yet another miracle in the
life of Joshua--t he sun stood still so darkness woul dnot

After defeating the other Canaanite tribes, peace came. However the Jews d
every Canaanite, and they would be a thorn in their side from then on, leading them into intermarriage
and idolatry until that caused the Jews to again be removed from Palestine. It is so very important to
obey God 100% and remove every sin, no matterhow o6 s mal | . 0O

Il. SETTLING IN THE LAND The second half of the book deals with the colonizing of the land (chap.
13-21) and consecrating of the land (chap. 22-24). The land is divided among the 12 tribes. The
highlight of this sectionis Cal eb 6 s f a ihé diants with jusahsifamdy ara nlefeating them!
Despite his age and wasting 40 years of his | if
passed over for leadership when Joshua was chosen, he always stayed faithful to God, even raising

a faithful family who also served God (Judges 1:12-15).

OUTLINE OFJOSHUA

|. MOVING INTO THE LAND (Subduing the Land) 1-12

A. Claiming the Land 1-5
1. Joshua Commissioned 1
2. Jericho Investigated 2
3. Jordan Crossed 3-4
4. Jews Circumcised 5

B. Conquering the Land 6-12
1. Central Campaign 6-8
2. Southern Campaign 9-10
3. Northern Campaign 1la
4. Summary 11b-12

[I. SETTLING IN THE LAND (Subdividing the Land) 13-24
A. Colonizing the Land 13-21
1. 2 ¥ Tribes East of Jordan 13
2. Caleb 14
3. 9 % Tribes West of Jordan 15-19
4. Levi 20-21
B. Consecrating the Land 22-24
1. Setting it apart for God 22
2. Separating from sin 23
3. Serving God 24
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

11. SAMUEL

MAIN EVENTS: Time of the Judges

MAIN PEOPLE: Gideon, Deborah, Samson, Samuel, Ruth
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Judges, Ruth

BIBLE VERSE: Judges 2:11 Then the Israelites did evil in

the eyes of the LORD. e Tt e L
anger . € Then t hjedgek, @RoBaveda
them out of the hands of theser a i d e fossthe LE@RD
had compassion on them.
TIME: 1,350-1,050 BC (time of the Judges)
WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
Trojan War in Greece
China Chou dynasty ruling
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine
JUDGES@
Joseph
Jacob
Flood Isaac Joshua
| Babel Abraham Moses |
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC

Following the time of Joshua we come to the period of the Judges
in our Bible Overview. Since Samuel was a man used by God to lead the
people and anoint the first two kings, | have named this section after him.
Other well known judges include people such as Gideon, Deborah and
Samson. Ruthalsolivedduring t hi s ti me, but she w

i This was a very dark period in |
' | and disobedience so common among the people during these 400 years.
When the people repented and turned to God, He delivered them .
However they only turned to Him when things were very bad, then when

God helped them recover they again turned from Him and the cycle
repeated itself again.

nano O.LTMES MEET SAMUEL S a mu e birih swvas miraculous, for his mother,

Hanna h , wasnot abl e to have her WwiihladondginSamueltli7-20). GShal b |
consecrated him to God even before he was born (1 Samuel 1:11, 22, 24-28). When he was weaned

he was taken to the Tabernacle and left for Elito raise andtraininGod 6s ser vice (1 Sec
19) . G oy vas orbybumg Samuel (1 Samuel 2:21; 3:19).
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When Samuel was stillayoungboy, God revealed to him that EI i
ruling as High Priests (1 Samuel 3:1-18). Samuel grew to be a special prophet (1 Samuel 3:20-21;
4:1) and judge of Israel (1 Samuel 7:15-17). Samuel organized the Tabernacle service (1 Chronicles
9:22; 26:28; 2 Chronicles 35:18). His teaching and admonitions brought repentance to the people (1
Samuel 7:4-6). His intercession and sacrifices led to victory over the Philistines (1 Samuel 7:7-14).
However, he made his corrupt sons judges in Israel (1 Samuel 8:1-3).

When the people wanted a king like the other nations he protested (1 Samuel 8:4-22) but
eventually anointed Saul (1 Samuel 9; 10) and later David (1 Samuel 16) as kings over Israel. He
warned Saul about Godos ¢ camuelnl@:11j1% d5) and shelterednDavidi m
when he was escaping from Saul (1 Samuel 19:18). When he died the people grieved his loss (1
Samuel 25:1). He was a great man of integrity and served well as a judge and ruler (1 Samuel 12:17
5; Psalm 99:6; Jeremiah 15:1; Hebrews 11:32).

MEET GIDEON Gideon was called to serve God (while taking care of his harvest, Judges 6:11,

14). At first quite hesitant (Judges 6:15), he promises to serve the Lord (Judges 6:16-24). God
provides a miracle to confirm his call (Judges 6:21-24). Gideon then destroys the altar to Baal

and builds one to the Lord (Judges 6:25-27). Struggling with obeying Go d, he puts oL
make sure he knows Godos wi | 440).(Than tieyleads a 6malBa&my against the Midianites

and defeats them wit h-3850;84d-42). MAs & rpsult(Isiael dvgnes $0 make Rird

king but he refuses (Judges 8:22-23). He was known as a man of faith (Hebrews 11:32).

MEET DEBORAH Deborah was a prophetess in Israel. People came to her for help in settling
matters of disagreement. God led her to send a message to Barak asking him to assemble ten
thousand men t o fight Sisera ( Jedldhem @f sictogye Baeak said he wouldG o d
only do it if Deborah accompanied him. Because of his lack of faith, the honor of the victory was
given to a woman, Jael. The victory brought rest to Israel for forty years.

MEET SAMSON Samson was a Danite, a son of Manoah, miraculously born to his wife although
she was unable to conceive. God set him apart as a Nazirite from before he was born (Judges 13:2-
7, 24-25). Instead of trusting God to provide a godly, Jewish wife he wanted a Philistine woman for a
wife. On the way to her home he killed a lion with his hands and later touched the dead body
gathering honey, thus breaking the part of the Nazirite vow about touching a dead body.

At his marriage feast he asked a riddle, the answer of which his new wife gave to the others
there (Judges 14:8-19). To pay the debt he killed thirty Philistines to use their clothing as payment
(Judges 14:19). Then he left his new wife (Judges 14:20; 15:1-2). It is highly likely that at a pagan
marriage feast alcohol was served, and if Samson drank any of it he would have broken a second
part of his Nazirite vow. When Samson eventually returned to his wife and found out her father had
married her to another man, he caught 300 foxes, tied their tails together and set them on fire and
scattered them throughout the Philistine fields, doing great damage to their crops. To get back on
him they burned the house his wife was in and killed her and her father (Judges 15:3-8).

Samson was known for his great strength (Judges 15:7-14; Hebrews 11:32). He Kkilled a
thousand Philistines with just the jawbone of a donkey (Judges 15:13-17). His downfall came when
he started spending time with Delilah, a prostitute, who eventually discovered the secret of his
strength and used it to have him weakened and taken prisoner (Judges 16:1-20). Having his hair cut
for the first time in his life broke the third and final part of his Nazirite vow. In humbleness he
repented and turned back to God, who gave him strength one final time. With it Samson pulled down
the Philistine temple he was in and thereby killed thousands of them while losing his own life (Judges
16:21-31; Hebrews 11:32). Samson is a picture of a man with physical strength but no moral
strength. Allowing his lusts to control him defeated him and then brought about his premature death.
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JUDGES: g
DEFEAT & DELIVERANCE ’

TITLE: People God used to deliver Israel JUDG[S

AUTHOR: Unknown (possibly Samuel)

DATE of WRITING: About 1045 BC €

PLACE of WRITING: Canaan DH:EAT “[m[m

TIME COVERED: 1375 -1049 BC .

RECIPIENTS: Jews \ /

KEY VERSE: Judges 2:11-19 They provoked the LORD to :

anger because they forsook him and served Baal and the

Ashtoreths. ... The LORD handed them over to raiders who plundered them. ... They were in great

distress. Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders. Yet

they would not listen to their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshiped them. ...

Whenever the LORD raised up a judge for them, he was with the judge and saved them out of the

hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the LORD had compassion on them as they

groaned under those who oppressed and afflicted them. ... But when the judge died, the people

returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers, following other gods and serving and

worshipping them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways.

KEY WORDS: Adid evilodo (14 times); Afjudgeso (22

PURPOSE: To show the history of Israel from Joshua to Samuel and to show the sinfulness of
man and what happens when people turn from God.

THEME: Failure Through Compromise

We all know the story of the prodigal son and how he was forgiven and restored when he
returned. Itisaheartwar mi ng story with a g ckoodisehathappemed aftetWh a
he returned. Suppose we found out that a little later he again took what his father would give him and
left, only to again fail and return. Then he did it again, and again, and again -- for the rest of his life!

That would certainly change your opinion of the story and the son. That is exactly what the book of
Judges is about. God is the father, and the nation Israel is the prodigal son.

DOOM AND GLOOM While Joshua was a book of joy and victory, Judges is full of gloom and
defeat. Joshua teaches that faithfulness brings freedom, but Judges shows that faithlessness brings
servitude. The appendix at the end of the book (chapters 17-21) give two examples of how spiritually
perverted and morally pol wheedt BGegoarpeodop!| ¢éi oang
book to read on a cold, rainy night when you are down and depressed -- the book will fit your mood
perfectly!

SEVEN CYCLES OF SIN The book of judges is structured around seven cycles of sin, summarized

in 2:11-19. The people disobey God and turn to false gods and idolatry. God withdraws His blessing
and they end up in bondage to an enemy. When they hit bottom they have no place else to turn so
they call out to God who hears them and provides a judge to lead them to deliverance. These judges
are not like we think of judges, but more like patriotic evangelists (Joan of Arc types) who lead the
people in repentance and then war against their oppressors. After a period of peace and rest they
stop depending on God and start to drift into sin again, and the cycle repeats itself. Actually these are
downward spiral s, for they donoét reach as high
times in the book of Judges, as shown on the outline (chapters 3 - 16).
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You might also recognize this pattern in your own life or in the lives of those around you. We
all have a tendency to be closer to God when things are tough, then drift on our own when everything
seems to be all right. God allows pressure to stay on us to keep us close to Him.

SEX: SATANOS BESTiviigihABex-BaAt r ated society isnot
has used that repeatedly through the ages, and why not -- it produces the results he wants! The
Jews were gradually lured from God by sexual compromises. It started off with their not killing all the
Canaanites when they conquered the land under Joshua. Although few and used as slaves, the
Canaanites increased in number and the Jews started intermarrying with them. The Canaanites
brought their old gods to their family and taught their worship to their children. Frankly, it was much
more appealing to the flesh than serving and submitting to God. Baal and Ashtoreth were
worshipped in immorality, for they were fertility gods. Ashtoreth, the female consort of Baal, was

worshipped by religiouspr ost i tution (in Europe the fAAO0O cha

Esther, symbolized by rabbits, eggs and other symbols of fertilit y ) . The Jews di
this sin, but gradually slid in. Like land eroding at a river bank or curtains fading in a living room, a
gradual change is harder to notice than a quick change. Notice the programs and talk on TV now
comparedto20y ear s ago and youod6ll see just how this

Although specially chosen and gifted by God, Samson was destroyed by his preoccupation
with sex. He had great physical strength, but no moral strength, a common description of many
people today. Sexual temptation ruled his life and destroyed him, as it has done and continues to do

with so many otherstoday. | t 6s natural that Satan would bait

to be so fine and beautiful. Watch for his trap in your life!

OUTLINE OF JUDGES

I . | SRAELO6S WARS (Caues of the Cycl es) 1
A. Political Background (Failure) 1
B. Spiritual Background (Faithlessness) 2

Il. ISRAELS OPPRESSION (Courses of the Cycles) 3-16
A. Cycle 1: Othniel (Mesopotamia) 3a
B. Cycle 2: Ehud, Shamgar (Moabites) 3b
C. Cycle 3: Deborah, Barak (Canaanites) 4-5
D. Cycle 4: Gideon (Midianites) 6-8
E
F

. Cycle 5: Tolar, Jair (Civil War) 9
. Cycle 6: Jephthath, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon (Ammonites) 10-12
G. Cycle 7: Samson (Philistines) 13-16

[ T I | SR8 Eandigons in the Cycles) 17-21
A. Spiritual Perversion (Dan) 17-18
B. Moral Pollution (Benjamin) 19-21
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RUTH: \

KINSMAN-REDEEMER RUTH

TITLE: Named after the heroine, Ruth

AUTHOR: Possibly Samuel S m

DATE of WRITING: During reign of David KIN MAN

PLACE of WRITING: Canaan

TIME COVERED: About 10 years during time of

Judges. Ruth & Boaz married about 1120 BC

RECIPIENTS: Jews

KEY VERSE: Ruth 1:15-16 "Look," said Naomi, "your sister-in-law is going back to her people
and her gods. Go back with her.” But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn
back from you. Where you go | will go, and where you stay | will stay. Your people will be
my people and your God my God.

KEY WORDS: AKi nsmano (14 times),; ARedeemero (9

PURPOSE: To show there is a faithful remnant during times of apostasy (Judges) as wellas how a
Moabite woman became the great-grandmother of David and an ancestor of Jesus
THEME: Redemption illustrated by the example of the kinsman-redeemer.

Many great novels have a story within a story. Dr. Zhivago, for example, has a tender love
story within a setting of violence and brutality. The same is true of the story of Ruth. Set in the time
of the judges (actually the last four chapters in the book of Judges in the Hebrew Bible), the book of
Ruth shows a story of love and faithfulness in a time of sin and apostasy.

R UT H EMBOICE (chapter 1) Because of a famine in the land, Elimelech and Naomi took their sons,
Mahlon and Chilion, and moved to the land of Moab. There the boys married Gentile girls, Orpah and
Ruth. Both moving to Gentile land and marrying Gentile women were disobedient to God
(Deuteronomy 7:1-3 ) . Because of this God removed the
discipline of death because of their continuing in sin (1 John 5:16-17; Acts 5:1-11). Since the women
have no way to support themselves and their resources have run out, Naomi decides to return home.
This signifies an inner turning back to God, too (1:20-21). Orpah returns home, but Ruth commits
herself to stay with Naomi. Her love and loyalty to Naomi as well as to God motivate her. She refers
to God as YHWH, showing a personal relationship with Him (1:15-16). She decides to stay with God
as well as Naomi.

RUT HG&ASITHFULNESS (chapter 2) God made provision for poor Jews to work for food by
commanding landowners to leave some grain standing around the edges of their fields which could
be gathered by the needy. In this time of apostasy and greed, very few Jews let any grain stand, but
a godly man named Boaz did. Ruth ended up in his field, gathering left-over grain for Naomi and
herself. Her sacrificial hard work so impressed Boaz that he made sure she was safe and her needs
were met . Perhaps the fact t haab (Matthewzlth)s madeohtmhnone
sympat heti c t dnstd&ad of mudrsng afteriadgiisband, Ruth took care of aged Naomi.
Because she put others first, God took care of her.

RUT H &®REDEEMER (chapter 3) Realizing they cannot continue on indefinitely in this manner,
Naomi encourages Ruth to request Boaz to come to their aid and redeem their property which had
been sold for money on which to live. God established the law of the kinsman-redeemer in which a
near relative could take the place of the one in need by paying the price to redeem that which was
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| ostedef®@®mMo means At o buy adazecokwrer wimrdustipwschasesbackt a slave
that was his but ran away. This is a picture of Jesus, who became one of us at the incarnation so He
couddo what we -cfieasds drombour debtoto sin. We were His by creation, then we got
into sin, so He had to pay the price for us on the cross.

The kinsman-redeemer must be a near relative (Ruth 2:1,3,20; 3:13), and Christ was human
like us (Philippians 2:5-8; John 1:14; Hebrews 2). He had to be willing to redeem (Ruth 2:8; 3:11) as
was Christ (Matthew 20:28; John 10:28; Hebrews 10:17). In addition the kinsman-redeemer must be
able to redeem the one in bondage (Ruth 2:1). Christ was able to redeem us (John 10:11, 18). That
means he must be free himself. Boaz was, so was Christ (John 3:16). He had the price of
redemption (Ruth 2:1) as did Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19) and paid the price in full, as did Jesus
(Galatians 3:13; 1 Peter 1:18-19).

Why didnot Boaz voluntarily dked?tHeike® thereWlasya d i
closer relative, he didndét consider that a young woman |
older man like him, and the practice was all but forgotten foritwas n 6t used much i n ¢t

RUT H®&IESSINGS (chapter 4) As it turned out, the closer relative was interested in getting the
land for himself, but when he realized Ruth came with it, and therefore any proceeds would go to her
and any children she might have, he turned it down. Greed was his motive. Therefore Boaz was
free to buy bac lkeadwalasntasy Ruthm dané pravidesarhome for her and Naomi.
They had a son named Obed, who had a son named Jesse, who had a son named David. This made
Naomi the great-grandmother of David and an ancestor of Jesus. This is a beautiful example of how
God gives the best to those who leave the choice to Him! If Ruth had gotten bitter at God over the
death of her husband or sought to meet her own needs by trying to catch a husband, it would not
have turned out as nice for her. How much blessing do you and | miss by impatiently taking things
into our hands and trying to meet our own needs?

OUTLINE OF RUTH

| . R UCHOECE 1
A. Her Background
B. Her Choice
C. Her Arrival in Bethlehem

[ R BAIHHEWB_NESS 2
A. The Right to Glean
B. the Results of Gleaning
C. the Report of Gleaning

I 11 . FRREDBEMER 3
A. Suggested by Naomi
B. Executed by Ruth
C. Agreed to by Boaz

| V. RBLESSISIG 4
A. Husband
B. Son
C. Lineage
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

12. SAUL

MAIN EVENTS: Kingdom under Saul
MAIN PEOPLE: Saul, Samuel, David

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: 1 Samuel
BIBLE VERSE: 1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said to
Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height,

for |1 have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the
things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."

TIME: 1,050 BC

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
Vedic period in India
End of New Kingdom in Egypt

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine

Jacob Judges
Flood Isaac Joseph Joshua SAUL
| Babel Abraham Moses | |
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC
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After Moses, then Joshua, the nation of Israel was ruled for about 400 years by a series of

people who were called Ojudges. 0 Eventually the
had. They di dn o trKiwgamytmoi®.o Ttheytwanted somebrie ¢hey could take pride
in, someone like Saul, event hough he didndét fully follow God.

for him and the nation. The pattern seen from the beginning is that God reaches out to man and
offers His guidance and protection, but man thinks he is better off running his own life instead of
trusting God. The results are always the same i disaster.

MEET SAUL

Saul was the first king of Israel (1 Samuel 9:2-31:12; 1 Chronicles 8:1-26:28). He lived in
turbulent times. For many years, Israel had consisted of a loose organization of tribes without a single
leader. In times of crisis, leaders had arisen; but there was no formal government. Samuel was the
leader before Saul, but he was a spiritual leader, not a king. When the people insisted on having a
king, God warned them through Samuel that they would regret it. But they insisted.

Why was he chosen? Saul was exactly what the people wanted so God let them learn the
hard way that He knew what was better for them than they did. Saul was a large man of attractive
appearance, which led to his quick acceptance by the people. In addition, he was from the tribe of
Benjamin, situated on the border between Ephraim and Judah. Because of this he appealed to both
the northern and southern sections of Israel. Furthermore, he was a capable military leader, as shown
by his victories early in his career. One of the most important episodes of his career was his first
encounter with the Philistines. It seemed he would be defeated, but Jonathan saved the day and
opened the door to victory.

Sauld dirst sin was his failure to wait for Samuel at Gilgal (1 Samuel 13:8-9). There he
assumed the role of a priest by making a sacrifice to ask for God's blessing. Only priests could do
that. His second sin followed soon afterward. After defeating Moab, Ammon, and Edom, he was told
by Samuel to go to war against the Amalekites and to "kill both man and woman, infant and nursing
child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey" (1 Samuel 15:3). Saul carried out his instructions well except
that he spared the life of Agag, the king, and saved the best of the animals. Then he lied and told
Samuel that he had foll owed Godds instructions e

God allowed him to remain king, but His Spirit departed from Saul who wanted to follow his
own willand not God 6 s wi | &n on heRvasobothetechby an evil spirit, a demon, that badly
tormented him. It was during this time that Samuel anointed David as the next king.

At first Saul was friendly to David, but when David became popular because of his success
against Goliath and the Philistines, Saul became jealous and tried to kill him. As time went on he
turned further and further from God. Finally, after a 40 year reign, he and his sons were killed in
battle.

He seemed he was full of promise atthestart of hi s rei gn, but becau
thought he knew best, he lost everything, eventually even his life. He could have done great things
for God and for Israel, instead he left the nation in a shambles politically and spiritually. If he could do
it over again he would have done much differently, but God only gives us one life to live. Make sure
you live it for Him!
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1 SAMUEL:
LOOK INSIDE

TI TLE: Af ter ®dewms)el (Al Ki n
AUTHOR: Unknown (Gad or Nathan?)

DATE of WRITING: Time of Solomon

PLACE of WRITING: Israel

TIME COVERED: 56 years (1067-1011 BC)

RECIPIENTS: Jews

KEY VERSE: 1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel,
"Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have
rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man
looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks at the heart."

KEY WORDS: jieAcntod nt o( M Rtei mes each)

PURPOSE: Continue history of Israel after the judges and to show the origin of the Kingdom.
THEME: Contrast internal godliness with external worldliness.

The poinsettia is a popular flower, especially around Christmas time. However, most people
donodt reali ze that it i s eserot flowers.aln fad, khe real flowen is s e
insignificant and unattractive. It contains no nectar or useful fruit. Ingestion can make one ill. It looks
great, but is really a fake! Many people are like that, too. We call them hypocrites. Outwardly they
seem great, but inside they are empty, hollow, ungodly. In our day and age outer appearance is
greatly emphasized, to the exclusion of inner beauty. Jesus says inner beauty is more important than
outer, though (John 7:24; 1 Peter 3:3-4). 1t6 s w hnaide Ghat counts! 1 Samuel contains many
good examples of this!

HANNAH Because she didndét have a son, Hannah pour ¢
high priest, was watching her pray. By her outer appearance he thought she was drunk and
reprimanded her, but he was wrong! God saw her heart, answered her prayer, and gave her a fine

son - Samuel. Samuel grew up in the tabernacle under the guidance of Eli.

ELI Although a fine man of God himself, Eli let his sons go through the outer motions of being priests
while inside their hearts were full of greed, lust and rebellion against God. Because they were this
way, and EIli didndt wor k tlwesandminigries!t hem, they al

THE NATION Because there were no godly priests to lead them, the people asked God for a king.
They wanted to be like everyone else, for all the nations around them had a king. They thought this
looked impressive. Being concerned only with externals, they thought this was the end of their
problems. God gave them a king, knowing that they would have to learn the hard way. They should
have followed Him as their King but didnoét.

SAUL Saul was tall, dark and handsome with an outgoing personality, so the Jews thought he was
the man for the job of being king! Inside, though, he was self-centered, insecure, and prideful. He
disobeyed God by offering sacrifices (1 Samuel 13), giving a rash order (1 Samuel 14) and not killing
all the Amalekites (1 Samuel 15). Then he tried to kill David. Eventually God removed him.

DAVID Godés choice for a repl alceeynema mekd na wiads. a Guhte
striking as Saul was, but God passed over his good-looking big brothersinf avor of Davi
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beauty (1 Samuel 16:7). David relied on inner strength, not outer, in defeating Goliath. By all outer
appearances,itwas noé6t even abutduterameamracescdn be deceiving!

JONATHAN Davi dos f ai t hf udaveiup hisewndlaim tboha throne gorelp his friend
David. The inner love and commitment they had for each other was very strong!

MICHAL & ABIGAIL Davi do6s first wi f e, Mi chal , wa s out we

though, she was selfish, narrow and unconcerned about godly things. Abigail, while beautiful, was
known for her wisdom and humility. Her inner strength helped David through hard years of hiding
from Saul, while Michal deserted him and took another husband.

REVIVAL! There was one brief period when the nation turned back to God, focusing on their inner
relationship with Him. They had a real desire to be close to God (1 Samuel 7:1-2), turned from their
sin (1 Samuel 7:3-4) and gathered together to worship God while learning the Bible (1 Samuel 7:5).
They were serious about having a deep inner, personal relationship with God (1 Samuel 7:6). God
used Samuel to lead this revival (1 Samuel 7-8). God allowed their new faith to be tested by letting
the Philistines attack them during this revival, but they passed the test by calling out to God for help
(7:9). He gave them victory and blessed them (1 Samuel 7:10-11) and they thanked and worshipped
Him (1 Samuel 7:12).

A young officer who was blinded during the war met and later married one of the nurses who
took care of him in an army hospital. One day he overheard someone speaking about himself and his
wi f e: il torherahat hé was Kind sifice he never would have married such a homely woman

if he had sightkd aHed wast &detdotlowsarfd the voices,

and | thank God from the depths of my heart for blindness of eyes that might have kept me from
seeing the marvelous worth of the soul of this woman who is my wife. She is the most noble
character | have ever known; if the shape of her features is such that it might have masked her
inward beauty to my soul, thanl amthegreater gai ner by having | ost
focus on inner beauty and not outer beauty (Proverbs 31:30).

OUTLINE OF 1 SAMUEL

|. FAITHFULNESS OF SAMUEL (Last Judge) 1-8
A. Samu e |Comsmitment 1-3
B. Ar kbés -6Ret ur n 4
C. Jewdva 7-BRe vi

Il. FAILURE OF SAUL (First King) 9-15
A. Saul 6sl11Rei gn 9
B. S a mWarning g2
C. GoRsjécson 13-15

lll. FAITHFULNESS OF DAVID (Second King) 16-31
A. Saul 6s Regpl acement 1
B. Davi dbés -IBRewar d 17
C. P e oRebpendes 19-26
D D a v i Rtofestion 27-30
E.Saul 6s Removal 31
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

13. DAVID

MAIN EVENTS: Kingdom under David

MAIN PEOPLE: David, Saul, Michal, Bathsheba

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: 2 Samuel, Psalms

BIBLE VERSE: 2 Samuel 12:13 Then David said to Nathan, "I

have sinned against the Lord." Nathan replied, "The Lord has DAYID
taken away your sin. V] == A /

TIME: 1,010 BC

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
Mayan dynasty in Central America forming

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine

Joseph @

Jacob Judges  DAVID
Flood Isaac Joshua Saul
| | Babel Abraham Moses
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC
1&::‘ %" The nation Israel was at its greatest
A ) during the reign of David. In size, power and

world influence the nation rose to heights never
achieved before or after. This stage in our
overview of the Bible is the highlight of the
nation Israel. David obeyed and served God.

God prospered David and the nation.
Unfortunately Davi d 6 s sin bai t h
started a series of events that slowly but surely
brought decrease in the nation.

MEET DAVID

David is mentioned over 1,000 times in
the Bible, more than anyone else, even Jesus,
Whoiscal |l ed the ASon of Damberaldor hls@reatest aohisvement H&adIsi a tem
death, when He was full of the Spirit, as well as his greatest failure-Bat hshebads seduct
was full of the flesh. One reason so many people like him is because they can identify with him in
each case. Listen to his story and learn from it.

Fersia
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BACKGROUND David was the youngest, the 8th son, in his family. He was given charge over his
father's flocks. We find him to be strong, he killed a lion and a bear which threatened his father's
flock, a musician who played a harp and sang beautifully, and a young man who could capably carry
out his duties whether being left alone in charge or sent off to deliver messages and gather
news. However, much like Joseph in the book of Genesis, he was mocked by his brothers. And it
seems his father thought little of his place in the family. Being left alone by his family so much, David
had plenty of time in the fields to think on the things of God, feeding his faith and loyalty to Him, which
we see evident first in his famous encounter with Goliath. The prophet Samuel anointed this teen-
ager in the witness of his family to be the next king over Israel. But much had to happen before David
would sit on the throne.

GOLIATH David burst on the national scene when he killed Goliath, the 9+ foot giant champion of
the Philistines. As a result the Jewish army defeated the Philistines and regained their freedom. He
became very popular, but this made King Saul extremely jealous of him. His life was in danger
because of this.

COVER-UP #1 From the ages of 17-29 Davi d was running, hiding f
have trusted God as he did with Goliath, HBeuled di
during the night in fear, went to Samuel for advice andwaspr omi sed Godos protec:
was full of fear and panic and he passed that on to Jonathan. He came up with a scheme to protect
himself: ask Jonathan to lie to his father, Saul, about his whereabouts. He fled in panic, then tried to

cover up his sin of fear. He di dndét want to admit and -upsmwbrses s
than the sin itself (1 John 1:6-10). AswhenJ osephds brothers triedménb c
of him by selling him and lying to their father, they were racked by guilt the rest of their lives and

many innocent people were badly hurt.

Anyway, David went to Ahimelech, the priest, as he fled Saul. He lied again, pretending to be
on a secret mission for Saul. Ahimelech believed him and helped him. Saul found this out and killed
Ahimelech and 85 other priests. That was because of D a v i cdv@rsup of sin.

David fled to the Philistines, his enemies, for protection. He pretended to be insane so he
could stay. Instead of trusting God, he had sunk low in his attempts to cover up and not confess his
sin so he could turn to God for His protection and help. When He finally did that God did help. Twice
he was able to resist getting revenge on Saul. He d i d n éetso veelb agajngtiNabal, but Abigalil
intervened and kept a disaster from happening. Truly God was with him.

COVER-UP # 2 Soon, however, he again fled to the land of the Philistines. God forbid His people to

live there, but David was out of His perfect will for his life. All went smoothly at first,itse e med 6 do
openeddé for him. It wasndét Godds blessings, tho
deceptions, trickery and half-truths, his followers and he got their own city, Ziklag. He was again
meeting his own needs in the flesh instead of trusting God to meet them.

Soon thousands of Jews who didndot want to f ol
didndédt have enough f ood tustingfGedehd camé up mith &is dwn solutiom st e
He attacked neighboring tribes, killed them and stole their food. By killing everyone, there was no
one to tell who did it. He told the Philistines He was killing Jews and stealing their food. The believed
that other Jews were attacking their people. Again he was trying to cover up his sin, and again the
cover-up was worse than the sin. Again the cover-up resulted in murder.

He almost had to help the Philistines fight the Jews (lying catches up with you). But God
intervened and the Philistine army sent them home instead. When they got home they found their
city Ziklag plundered and burnt. What they had been doing to others happened to them, but their
families were spared and they were taken captive. David and his followers repented of their sins and
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God enabled them to win back their loved ones. Meanwhile the Philistines had attacked the Jews,
and Saul and his family were killed. The door was open for him to become king.

COVER-UP # 3 God did many wonderful things through David, who tried to love and serve Him with
all his heart, but once again gave in to his old sin pattern. When not stopped early these sin patterns
become much harder to break later in life.

He was 50 years old, half way through his 40 year reign. He was popular, loved by everyone.
He had made Jerusalem his capital and gathered materials to build a beautiful temple to God. He
wrote many Psalms and led in worship. He was rich and prosperous. The lands of Israel had
increased 10-fold. Israel was at its high peak as a nation. He was successful, but that is when Satan
likes to attack. He had been setting a trap David, sin and now he used it.

One spring David stayed in Jerusalem, enjoying his success, instead of fulfilling his God-given
responsi bility of | eading G@d&amel H). mBgcausepithishewasiha s €
position to see a woman bathing, naked. Instead of looking away and moving on, he lusted and took
action to have her brought to him. Again He was trying to fill his needs himself, instead of trusting
and waiting f or Goddés provi si on. -up: dognatever metessayntd make it n
seem like her husband, who was away in his army, made her pregnant and not David. Again it ended
in murder,forhnehad her husband kil l ed s ot hneo hounseb amodud sd bka
and the nation went downhill from there.

Satan had been setting up this trap for many years. First there was the pattern started as a
young man of meeting his own needshi s way and then coveringubleep s
Also, there was a pattern of lust that started early in his life. He was always lusty, sensual, enjoying

things of the flesh--f or bi dden as wel | as | abgyedtby takang several wives, h i
indulging his sexual lusts. Hehadnumer ous wi ves and concubines, he
continued in his 306s and 406s and cul minated w

been setting up this trap for 30 years, and it worked!

Watch those 061 ittt &tahdhe smalscrasks thah develep im ywour persaMality.
Watch that lie that says you can meet your own legitimate needs in your way and your timing. Watch
that pride that motivates you to cover up your sin instead of admitting and confessing it.

As a result of this sin David lost his testimony to Bathsheba, his friends, his servants, his
family, the nation, and even to his enemies (2 Samuel 12:14). His relationship with God was broken
until he humbled himself and confessed it. Consequences from this sin continued throughout his life,
and even down to today. His family, and the nation, started a slow decline from this time. Never has
Israel achieved the greatness it had right before this sin.

Throughout the stories of David we can also see a great love affair between man and
God. David received judgment of his sins and lived with their consequences and was weighed
down by them. But for the tender mercies of God he would have been utterly destroyed. God
continually responded to David's great love for Him, knowing that David, in his heart of hearts,
desired to do good, to live his love for God. David believed in the promises of his God, both of
judgment and mercy. Though David was king of Israel, he understood and accepted that the
LORD God is the one true King.

Ask God to search your heart now. ASearch hi m,
anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in him, and lead himi n t he way ev
(Psalm 139:23-24). Confess whatever He shows y o u . Dondét ever cover uj

with you and cause you deep regrets. LearnfromDavi d6s experience
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2 SAMUEL.:
EFFECTS OF SIN

TITLE: Continuation of 1 Samuel

AUTHOR: Unknown (Gad or Nathan)

DATE of WRITING: Time of Solomon

PLACE of WRITING: Israel

TIME COVERED: 40 years (1011 - 971 BC)
RECIPIENTS: Jews

KEY VERSE: 2 Samuel 11:27b But the thing David
had done displeased the LORD.

KEY WORD: Attnasv i do 280 : =
PURPOSE: To explain aboi 0s
and downs) and to continue the history of Israel from

Saul to Solomon

THEME: Effects of sin

When Leonardo da Vinci was painting his masterpiece The Last Supper, he sought long for a
model for his Christ. At last he located a chorister in one of the churches of Rome who was lovely in
life and features, a young man named Pietro Bandinelli. Years passed, and the painting was still
unfinished. All the disciples had been portrayed save one -- Judas Iscariot. Now he started to find a
man whose face was hardened and distorted by sin -- and at last he found a beggar on the streets of
Rome with a face so villainous; he shuddered when he looked at him. He hired the man to sit for him
as he painted the face of Judas on his canvas. When he was about to dismiss the man, he said, "I
have not yet found out your name." "I am Pietro Bandinelli," he replied, "I also sat for you as your
model of Christ." What had happened? Sin happened. The consequences and effects of sin are
awful. Man reaps what he sows (Galatians 6:7; Colossians 3:25; Job 4:8; Hosea 8:7). The life of
David shows that same truth. Even alSameln3:1aflt er
Kingsl15: 3)0 must suf f ersint hSamueldsra preng example ef that.o f

MOVING AHEAD The first half of the book (chapters 1-10) shows Davidés tri
rul er over the nation 1|srael and captures Jerus
capital. He expands the nation from 6,000 square miles to 60,000. He shows mercy to
Mephibosheth. God blesses everything he does. He is greatly successful and prosperous. He is

very rich, popular, and tremendously used by God. Unfortunately that sets him up for defeat, for it is

when things are going well that we neglect our spiritual disciplines and Satan attacks.

DAVID& SIN Half way through his 40 year reign David decides to stay home from war because
things are going so well for his army (2 Samuel 11:1). When we neglect our God-given duties and
responsibilities we are sitting ducks f or Sat andés atdtbaen klaing as he shoul®,a v i
|l eading his army, his sin wouldnodét have happened
A late-night walk on the roof of the highest building in Jerusalem led to a chance glance at
Bathsheba bathing herself in the privacy of her own home (v. 2). Instead of looking away and
removing the picture from his mind, David fed the thought until it became an action (v. 3). While
secure against his enemies without, David 6 s gr eat e st enemy was Wwithin
look, and tempt ati on i snoét sin (we donbét have to confe
mentally or physically). It was the lust that he let build from the look that was sin, as Jesus Himself

said in Matthew 5:28. He should have fled, as Joseph did from Phar aoh&é6s wi f e-13]. Ge n
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God always provides a way out (2 Corinthians 10:13) if we flee, but not a way through if we keep
going ahead. Satan baits his traps with something that appeals to us. With David it was a woman, a
Abeauti ful 0 kewtohatanach fdreaemptiag). Watch out!

Remember that tlnesi massdén jowmstbaai débs part.
trap for him for almost 30 years. David had a weakness for women, a lust for them, as evidenced in
his several wives & concubines (1 Samuel 27:3; 30:5). This was magnified in his son Solomon who
had almost 1000 wives and concubines (1 Kings 11:3). David was a sensual person, Satan used that
to set a trap for him. He tries that with everyone. It may be a lust or greed, or it may be a mental

attitude sin like anger (which kept Moses out of the Pr omi sed Land) , fear or
care what sin it is as long as it works! Make sure youknowwh at ol i ttl edé sin Sat a
i fe. Go dyosu ptlaanhawe fppgace and joy and to dgase®w ¢
from you. He candét take away your salvation but

FALLING BEHIND Everyone knows how the story of David and Bathsheba concluded (2 Samuel 11 -
12). David resorts to lying and deceit to cover up his sin (11:5-7), even to drunkenness (v. 8-13).
When none of that works he uses murder (14-17), thinking he has covered over his sin. But God
knew (v. 27), and so did those in his household. Before long his enemies knew and it became a
terrible testimony to them (12:14). Eventually David does repent (12:1-13; Psalm 51), after a year of
misery (Psalm 32). Still, theconse quences continue: the baby died
his wives taken, his children follow his example with lust, rape, murder, death and deception common

in his family, and the whole nation weakened. Enemies began to prosper against Israel. He was
forgiven, but had to reap wh ardpsihywur bveswidedhas one\Wairtg c h
against each of us. Only by always staying close to Jesus and quickly fleeing every tempting thought
that comes into our minds will we be safe from such devastating consequences in our lives. Proverbs
28:13 says that i He w Imamalsdis sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces
them finds mercy. o

OUTLINE OF 2 SAMUEL

I. MOVING AHEAD, FAME (Obedience = Blessing) 1-10
A. Peopiltersst Re a

B. Davidobés #HAecognition 2
C. Nati onds Reuni on 5
D. G &Relabésarance 7
E. Enemi es 6-10Remo v al 8
Il. FALLING BEHIND, SHAME (Disobedience = Judgment) 11-24
A. Da%in Hldé s
B. N a tReluke A2
C. Davidbés Remor se 12b
D. S i enufiss 13-R0
1. Amnondés Sin 13
2. Absal omb6s-1RkRebel l i on 14
3.Nati ono6sionRl®@gr es
4. Peopleds Revolution 20
E . Davidbés Re&#i ni scence 21
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PSALMS:
WORSHIP .\ M
-S{,'It;r:_rlfged T?\ZT?imeSnutn()g L t P AL S

AUTHOR: Various (see outline)

DATE of WRITING: From 1410 - 430 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Mostly in Palestine ORSHIP
TIME COVERED: From Creation to 430 BC

RECIPIENTS: Some Psalms to individuals, others to

Israel nation, many to mankind in general

KEY VERSE: 33:1-4 Sing joyfully to the LORD, you

righteous; it is fitting for the upright to praise him.

Praise the LORD with the harp; make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre. Sing to him a new song;

play skillfully, and shout for joy. For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he

does.

KEY WORDS: APr aifidhd ¢e sls76 9t2i md sne s

PURPOSE: | srael 6s inspired book of prayer & prai
THEME: Worshipping God

Why do you go to church? Honestly. Not why SHOULD you go, but why DO you go? What
motivates you to go? What do you think about as you sit awaiting the start of church?

In all truthfulness, people go to church for many reasons. The best reason, though, is to go to
worship God. He wants our minds occupied with Who and what He is. He wants our hearts full of
love and thankfulness and praise.

Martin Luther said two things were needed to have a church service: a Bible and a hymn book.
God speaks to us through His Word. We speak to
our love and thankfulness and praise. The Bible and the hymn book.

The book of Psalms was the Jewish hymn book. Actually it was an accumulation of five hymn
books put together. Most churches have favorite hymns they love and sing often. They also have
some praise songs they like to use. In addition there may be some choruses or contemporary
Christian music. We may come across another song book that had music in it we like and use. Take
the best from all these sources and put them into one and you have an accumulation similar to the
book of Psalms.

HEBREW POETRY In our music today most songs have words that rhyme. Jewish poetry never
rhymed words (or it would be lost in translation into English) but rhymed thoughts. Some thing would
be said and then repeated in different words to reinforce the thought (Synonymous Parallelism; 24:1-
3). The opposite was sometimes done, with the second line being in contrast to the first to
emphasize the truth being stated (Antithetic Parallelism; 1:6; 37:9). Another form of poetry was to
have the second line add to and explain the first line (Synthetic Parallelism; 19:7-9). To see what
kind of poetry is being used, see how the second line relates to the first. This will help you interpret
the Psalms better.

Actual 'y this doesndt apply just t o Thishreludgssiabl] ms
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Lamentations, and many parts of other Old Testament
books. All in all nearly 50% of the Old Testament was written in poetic style, but much of that has
been lost in translation to English.
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TYPES OF PSALMS Praise singing is quite popular in many churches today, supplementing the
standard hymns which are known mostly for teaching. Other songs are good for expressing our trials
and sufferings in life. Psalms contains songs about all these subjects, too.

Praise songs are the most prevalent. Some are an individual praising God (18, 30, 34, 40,
106, 116, 138) while others are written for the whole nation to worship God together (33, 36, 105,
111, 113, 117, 135, 136, 146, 147). Each of these follow the same pattern: the reason for praising
God is given, then the praise itself.

Lament songs are also quite common. The trial or problem is described followed by a
profession of trust in God and a request for deliverance. Then comes a closing declaration of faith in
God. These, too, are either by individuals (6, 12, 13, 26, 28, 52, 58, 59, 69, 109, 140, 142) or the
nation as a whole (13, 44, 60, 74, 80, 83).

Psalms about the Messishabound as wel | . Some are Messian
first coming, death, burial, resurrection and ascension (16, 22, 45, 69, 72, 89, 118, 132). Royal
Psal ms praise the Messiah as reigning ove%93®6,d0ds
97, 98, 101, 110, 144).

There were other kinds of Psalms, too. Confession of Sin songs confessed sin and asked for
forgiveness, then praised God for it and exhorted all to live a holy life (3, 6, 25, 32, 38, 39, 40, 51,

102, 130). Pilgrim songs were sung by the people walking to Jerusalem or home (120-134). History
songs taught Jewish history with a challenge to praise & thank God for His faithfulness in the past
(78, 80, 81, 105, 106, 135, 136).

As you read Hebrew poetry, especially the book of Psalms, look for the types of parallelism as
well as the type of Psalm it is. Some may be hard to determine, but for the most part this will really
help you enjoy and get more out of the book of Psalms. Read them as prayers, sing them in your
heartas prai se. Memorize them. tyAbh$oft b f yioghg thenlunr s ie
heaven -- so get familiar with them now!

OUTLINE OF PSALMS
Psalm 1: Introduction to the book of Psalms

|. WORSHIP PSALMS Mainly by David) 1-41
Like Genesis: creation and man
Doxology 41:13

Il. WORSHIP PSALMS Mainly by David & Korah 42-72
Like Exodus: deliverance and redemption
Doxology 72:18-19

IIl. WORSHIP PSALMS Mainly by Asaph 73-89
Like Leviticus: worship and sanctuary
Doxology 89:52

IV. WORSHIP PSALMS Mainly Anonymous 90-106
Like Numbers: wilderness wanderings
Doxology 106:48

V. WORSHIP PSALMS Mainly by David 107-150
Like Deuteronomy: Scripture and praise
Doxology 150:6

Psalm 150: Conclusion to book of Psalms
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

14. SOLOMO

MAIN EVENTS: Kingdom under Solomon

MAIN PEOPLE: Solomon
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: 1 Kings, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,

Song of Solomon SDLOMON
BIBLE VERSE: 1 Kings 10:23-24 King Solomon was -

greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth. The whole world sought audience
with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart.

TIME: 970 BC

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
Iron Age in India

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine

Joseph SOLOMON
Jacob Judges  David
Flood Isaac Joshua Saul
| | Babel Abraham | Moses
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC

E =T

D = =
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Our Bible overview continues with Solomon, son of David, who also reigned 40 years. While
Saul wasnot f ul |,yYavid wasut Sdloendn wasoonlyGartivay committed. This time
period ends the prosperous days of Israel, for after this they will be divided into two nations and then
go into captivity. Solomonwas wi ser and richer than anopey@ainel s
all things the nation started in decline.

MEEET SOLOMON

| f we had to describe Solomon i n one impphudeats e i
He was both. The name Solomonme ans Opeaceabl e. 6 When hi sgihath
his place (1 Kings 1:33-39). David had given Solomon instructonsas t o how t o gover
(1 Kings 2:1-9). He knew it would take great wisdom to lead the people as God wanted so when he
was asked what he wanted from God it was wisdom he requested (1 Kings 3:5-15).

Wisdom became very important to Solomon, and God showered it on him (1 Kings 4:29-34).
He even wrote a book called Proverbs which contains 917 proverbs conveying some of his wisdom.
Only Jesus had greater wisdom than he had (Matthew 12:42) but God will share His wisdom with us if
we ask (James 1:5). God enabled Solomon to use wisdom in his duties as king (1 Kings 3:16-28).

His father, David, had made plans for a temple to God but was not allowed to build it.
Solomon was given that privilege (1 Kings 8:12-21). God was pleased, and promised to bless him
and his descendants if they lived in obedience to Him (1 Kings 9:1-9).

Not only did God make Solomon the wisest person on earth, He also made him the richest
eventhoughhe hadnét asked f or -15% 23e28)e Beca(st of Kis greatsrichéstndl 4
the wonderful kingdom his father David had left to him, he had many opportunities to marry women
from other countries. This was a way to seal friendship or treaties witht h e m. Her eposr wh
judgment showed itself i he married 700wi ves and 300 concubines, wome
Jehovah God, and they led him astray (1 Kings 11:1-6). Thiswasagainst Goddés | aws an
(Deuteronomy 17:14-17). God became very angry because of this (1 Kings 11:9-13, 31).

Another unwise thing he did was to keep raising taxes to finance his extravagant life style.
That led to problems among the people, and eventually to the nation splitting after his death. He had
the privilege of ruling in Jerusalem for 40 years before he died (1 Kings 11:41-43).

So now you can see how he was wise but also unwise. Disobeying God is always senseless,
no matter how much wisdom or money you have. Solomon had more of each of them than anyone
alive, but they didnét makGdup for his failure t

What tempts you to stray from God? Despite His many blessings on you, where do you drift
from Hi m? unwBa alvways ddbwhat He says for He knows what He is talking about!
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1 KINGS:
IDOLATRY SR

TI TLE: After |1 srael ds Kings
AUTHOR: Unknown (Jeremiah?)

DATE of WRITING: Over many years

PLACE of WRITING: Israel - Judah

TIME COVERED: 130 years (791-841 BC)

RECIPIENTS: Jews

KEY VERSE: 1 King 11:1-8 King Solomon ... had seven
hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred
concubines, and his wives led him astray.

KEY WORD: AKi ngo 250 ti mes
PURPOSE: To show the history of Israel from David
through the split

THEME: The results of turning from God to idolatry.

—

There used to be a TV commercial that began with a close-u p o f a man most

AYou probably dondédt know me, 0 he says. il cre
comes alive with fuzzy | itBlg deaeht ar endfilesh mdifa e o
knows t hem, but nobody knows me. 0 That 6s why wt
card. o At that point fAJimarddensono is visually t

What was true there is also true today. God created man and the whole world, yet He hardly
gets the credit or recognition He deserves. We know the creation better than the Creator. When the
creation gets more recognition than the Creator this is idolatry! Whatever we put before God
becomes an idol: money, things, happiness, family, sex, popularity, food, education, music, love, etc.
1 Kings is a serious warning against this!

SOLOMONOG S S UBE&ferthis Sin, David went downhill fast. Solomon replaced him as king of
Israel when he was just 20. David advised Solomon to stay close to God. David had been very close

to God and very far from God, and he certainly knew close was better! Unfortunately, man rarely
takes advice from his parents. Wedondét seem to | earn from t hatonmi s
Sol omon didnot, either.

Solomon started off very well. When God told Solomon he could have anything he wanted
Sol omon di dnn&yor popularityfoopowenbat wisdom to properlyle ad Godoés peop
result God gave him riches and popularity along with the wisdom.

Solomon had the privilege of building the temple which David had designed. This was the
highpoint of Israel spiritually. You know, it is naturally build into man to worship something or
someone. Everyone worships something. We all have something we live for, put our trust in, turn to
for satisfaction and meaning, and look to for solace and comfort. Unfortunately most people have
replaced the Creator with what he has created. That is idolatry.

Duri ng Sol omonatidrsof Isr&el ggtrverytribhe Trade with many parts of the world
made them strong and prosperous. Ttheearmées ke allehe 0 t
territory David had conquered. This was a time of peace and prosperity such as Israel never had
before or since. However, the seeds of destruction were being sowed.

S OL O MO NsiNSInstead of trusting God to keep the peace with other nations Solomon resorted to
the common treaty-making practices of the day where daughters were given as wives to other kings
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to assure peace. Solomonaccumul ated 700 wives and 300 mistre
and having more than one wife set the groundwork for Solomon to take this to the extreme. Worst of

al |, t hese wo me nnJelevak. nThely brdught ther foreign gods with them, continued

their idolatrous worship, taught their children the same pagan practices, and slowly but surely
influenced Solomon into idolatry and immorality (for that is the form their worship took).

SOL OMONG S S O BRtaWime Solomon turned 60 (Saul, David and Solomon all ruled for 40
years) his life and kingdom was falling apart. The man who wrote the Song of Solomon about
faithfully loving one wife when he was a young man has changed. The wisdom of Proverbs written in
his mature years warned against idolatry and [
Ecclesiastes, showing how empty life is without God, even if there is power and money, expressed

what had happened to Solomon. What a sad end to a fine life! While Saul had no heart for God and
David had a whole heart for God, Solomon only had a half heart.

CONSEQUENCES OF IDOLATRY After Sol omondés death theoomeati C
greed for money and power -- idols which still destroy people today. The northern 10 tribes, Israel,
went headlong into gross idolatry and immorality, building two golden calves to worship. The
southern 2 tribes, Judahmuchhate. Dedpite ateeval murieg thie tinte ofw e r
Elijah, the nation continued its downward slide from God, all because they put the creation before the
Creator.

What is first in YOUR life: the Cre at or or some part of Hi s agr e a
worship the Creator only, keep from idols (1 John 5:21).

OUTLINE OF 1 KINGS

|. SOLOMON - PEACE 1-11
A. DaDbeatd ®-2
B.Sol o mWisddm 3-4
C. Sol dentgonyd5s8
D. Solomonds -1Beputation 9
E. Sol ®eathnld s

[I. DIVIDED KINGDOM i DISASTER 12-22
A. | sr bedidndl8 Re
B. Jeroboaméld Revol t 13
C. E | Vigtoey DvesBaal 15-22a
D N a tTurrofrond God 22b
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SONG OF SOLOMON:
MARRIED LOVE

TITLE: A song of love by Solomon

AUTHOR: Solomon, when young

DATE of WRITING: about 970 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Jerusalem (?)

TI ME COVERED: Sever al year an
unnamed Shulammite maiden (Song of Solomon 6:3)
RECIPIENTS: Not specifically stated, but to young lovers of their
day

KEY VERSE: 2:16 My lover is mine and | am his; he browses
among the lilies

KEY WORDS: fABelovedo 32 ti mes; al so Al ove, 0 f ai
PURPOSE: To glorify marriage and wedded love (emotional and physical)

THEME: The tender love of the husband and wife for each other is pleasing to God and necessary

for a good marriage

SONGY OF
SOLOMO

MARRIED
- LOVE 4

Throughout the centuries men and women have used various means of expressing their love
for one another. One of the most common is writing a song or poem for the one you love. When in
love it is natural to want to write of ones love in a private, personal way which is meant only for the
eyes of the loved one. Suppose, though, your personal love notes and reflections were found and
printed for the whole world to read? That is exactly what the Song of Solomon is: a love story written

by the husband but usingt he womanés memori es. 't reminisces
early struggles. 1tods privaintebBbreédruptestdpnal , but
A LOVE STORY The Song of Solomon is a lyric idyll, actually 14 short love songs that trace the
devel opment of their married | ove. They arenot
like a movie with flashbacks f i I | i ng i n spaces. |l t 6s hardstheo t
viewed as poetry. What can make this harder to understand is that the language is foreign to us
today. Each couple develops their o wtheir 6ultuvevaad | a

coining phrases unique to them. Medical terms to express sex are cold, clinical and lacking in love.
Cultural slang is usually crude, dirty and impersonal. Thus much is missed when just quickly reading
through this book.

Remember that God created sex before sin entered the world. He inspired this book and
included it in the Bible. Sex between two married people of the opposite sex is wonderful and
beautiful in His sight. Our culture today has taken away our innocence and purity in this area so that
it is hard to think of a couple entering marriage with only positive, clean, wholesome thoughts about
se X . Because sex i s Goeddman andewbmannagd becauketit sa beautdullyma r
exemplifies Godos [ rsatanrhas worketh hand iatstarncshing rared staining our
thoughts ofitt. We dondét tal k or pr ay. laibunacteptable and embarassimy. at
For Solomon and his bride, the Shulammite woman, this was not so. We must read the book, looking
at sex from their virtuous and pure eyes, and ask God to restore that innocence to us.

WEDDED LOVE (1:1-5:1) The first half of the book talks about their wedding day and night. Solomon
evidently met the Shulammite woman when he went north to Galilee to take care of business
interests. She was different from the big-city, high-society girls who were so available to him in
Jerusalem. Her freshness and open honesty won his heart and he came to see her whenever he
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coud. They wused this time to work through probl ems
relationship for when they would wed. Clearly they abstained from sex before marriage, in fact three
times the reader is warned that no physical desires must be even aroused before marriage (2:7; 3:5;
8:4). Where does God draw the line before marriage? Nothing can be done or said to in any way
start what shouldu | t i mately | ead to sex. How far to go?
That 6s t loraonand the SBidammite woman were.

Thus when the wedding night came, it was a time of joy and beauty. The wedding itself was
not their main focus (as it has become today). Instead, everything pointed to their first night together.
What they said, how they felt and all they did is explained in detail (1:15-2:7; 4:12-5:1). It is beautiful
and loving. In fact, God Himself encourages them to really completely enjoy each other as He
watches them and gives His 100% approval of all they are doing (last sentence in 5:1).

MARRIED LIFE (5:2-8: 14) As in all relationshi ps, mesickhthgs a
was gone a lot, and they neglected each other. This affected their sex life. They had to learn to
remember why they married the person and make sure they had realistic expectations. That had to
return to focusing on insteadtofithngng hdweheirneedsashoaldbe met bye d s
their mate. They rekindled their wedding night love. What a tremendous book this is for our sex-sick
culture and time, a real oO6cure for what ails wus.

OUTLINE OF SONG OF SOLOMON
|. COURTSHIP (In Lebanon)

II. WEDDING (In Jerusalem Palace)
A. Wedding Procession 3:6-11
B. Wedding Preparations 1:1-8
C. Wedding Feast 1:9-14
D. Wedding Night -1 1:15 - 2.7
E. Wedding Night - Il 4:1 -5:1

lll. MARRIED LIFE

A. Sexual adjustments (in Jerusalem Palace) 5:2-8
1. Wrong Attitude 5:2-8
2. Right Attitude 5:9 - 6:3
3. Unconditional Acceptance 6:4-10
4. Total Commitment 6:11-13a
5. Total Delight 6:13b - 8:4

B. Putting the Other First (in Lebanon) 8:5-14
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PROVERBS: PROVERBS

WISDOM WISDOM

TI TLEo bé& | i ke, to repres
AUTHOR: Solomon & others (see chart)

DATE of WRITING: 950-700 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Mostly in Judah

TIME COVERED: 950-700 BC

RECIPIENTS : Speci fical [(18; 23)o
but applies to all mankind (8:1-5)

KEY VERSE: 1:1-7 The proverbs of Solomon son of
David, king of Israel: for attaining wisdom and discipline; for understanding words of insight; for
acquiring a disciplined and prudent life, doing what is right and just and fair; for giving prudence to

the simple, knowledge and discretion to the young-- let the wise listen and add to their learning, and

let the discerning get guidance-- for understanding proverbs and parables, the sayings and riddles of

the wise. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and
discipline.

9:10 "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is
understanding.

KEY WORDS: Amy sono 22 timBeensfiwusei! wnéddafmot il o
PURPOSE: To give common sense wisdom expressed in short, crisp form

THEME: Principles from heaven for life on earth

What is wisdom? Do you have it? How do you know if someone is wise? Where can a
person get wisdom? Although not valued in our time and culture as it should be, wisdom is of
supreme importance. Having wisdom means being able to make a decision as God would, view a
matter as God does, have the attitude God would have. It means having the mind of Christ, thinking
and doing what Jesus would do where He here, what is best in the long run.

The book of Proverbs contains wisdom: short, wise sayings and principles drawn from
experience and a godly perspective. They are true principles, but not promises.

WHAT IS WISDOM? In the first 7 verses, Solomon tells what real wisdom is.

First, he says it is knowledge of God ( 1: 4) . Havi ng efreoewises Wikdom sn 6t
the correct use of those facts. But the facts, the raw material, is necessary to become wise. This is
especially true of knowledge of God. Knowing God and His Word gives a good base of facts and
truth which can be formed into wisdom. Much wisdom can be learned from listening to others or from
reading about people from the past (history). This is an excellent way of gaining knowledge of life
which leads to wisdom.

Next, Solomon tells his son that insight and understanding (1:2b; 2:2; 14:33) are part of
wisdom. The ability to discern between good and evil (Heb 5:14) in particular circumstances is
wisdom . Actually it c¢ o memudging andmiviGgirsighs (Jakhes|1ly). We musti t
be alert to GodoéssBehgsdgensitive is ma@e inkpertard than being smatrt.

Third, self-discipline (1:2) is necessary for wisdom. It takes self control to resist the easiest
path which the flesh screams out for. It takes self control to learn to think and not just respond by
emotions, to ask questions, to patiently await insight, to be totally objective and honest, to stick with a
wise decision and not change it, to admit the need for wisdom and ask others for help. Self-discipline
is an important ingredient of wisdom.
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Common sense is also part of wisdom (1:3a). Wisdom is not some far away, unapproachable,
deep truth. It is common sense. Prover bs as wel | as Jes ummdn sensea c h |
statements when you really think about them.

HOW CAN WE GET WISDOM? Although we are the best-education nation ever, we lack wisdom.
We donot dealdoti te,vewe kn owewad v Ptoverbgtals us:i t |

Ask God for it is the basic advise given (2:6). He wants us to have wisdom (Luke 21:15).
When given his choice of asking God for anything at all, Solomon asked for wisdom. Job, the oldest
book in the Bible, asks this question (20:12, 2 0) , concl udi ng aturhllg possesa n ¢
wisdom (20:13) and i t19) da andytcombsefronb @od.glistead Of2zalvayd jdst
asking God for certain direction, ask Him to make you more like Jesus, to have the mind of Christ
(Proverbs 1:7). The better you know someone the more likely you are to know what they will think
about a certain thing. The same is true with Jesus.

In order to receive wisdom you must be humble (James 3:13-18). It takes the open attitude of
a child to receive advice from others and from God.

Of course, we must always rely on the Holy Spirit as said earlier (1 Corinthians 12:8) and be
sensitive to His leading and impulses within.

Learning fromthe pasti s i mportant as well . Wi mighto Keepdao e s
record of things God is teaching you so you can apply them as time goes on.
Also, learn from others. Woodrow Wil son said dl use not o

borrow. o Anyone who dthers opikigns ih allydacfan® (dob 8:8-10;ePeoderbs
19:20). Solomon gives great wisdom in the book of Proverbs -- avail yourself of it!

Finally, always remember to view everything in light of eternity. Instead of thinking what is
easiest or best for now, as yourself what you will wish you had done when you look back in 20 years,
or 50 year, or 100 years! That will help keep things in perspective.

OUTLINE OF PROVERBS
Prologue: Purpose of Writing 1:1-7

I. IMPORTANCE OF WISDOM 1-9
A. Principles for Youth (by Solomon) 1-7
B. Principles for All (by Solomon) 8-9

II. PROVERBS OF WISDOM 10-29
A. Proverbs About Godly Living (by Solomon) 10-22
B. Proverbs About People (by Wise Men) 23-24
C. Proverbs About Relationships (by Solomon)25-29

[Il. DAILY USE OF WISDOM 30-31
A. Practices of All (by Agur) 30
B. Practices of Wives (by Lemuel) 31
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ECCLESIASTES:

LIFE WITHOUT GOD IS
EMPTY

T Vd Vamidada
\ | FUINSNEIFE™
o .1 F YIim )il .
N il sl (W | b

i E WITHOUT GG
TI TLE: APreachero (Greel \ 1< VDT
AUTHOR: Solomon (aged) = = VI :
DATE of WRITING: about 935 BC
A +

PLACE of WRITING: Judah
TI ME COVERED: Sol omonds | ater years

RECI PI ENTS: Sol al2ondéds sons (12

KEY VERSE: 1:12-14 |, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. | devoted myself to study

and to explore by wisdom all that is done under heaven. What a heavy burden God has laid on men!

| have seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after

the wind. ... 2:11 Yet when | surveyed all that my hands had done and what | had toiled to achieve,
everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.

KEY WORD: Awi9s et/iwniessd,onfiovadni ty/ empty/ meani ngl esso
PURPOSE: to show that nothing in this world can satisfy, only God

THEME: The emptiness of life and everything in it without God

Why are you alive? What is the purpose of your existence? What is life all about, anyway? Is
there any reason or purpose to it? Shakespeare
fury, signifying nothing . o nj 8mi n Di sraeli said, AYouth is a mi
a regretr. havet mksai d: AMan is a sick fly, taking a
no more meaning than that of the humblest insect, crawling from one annihil at i on t o anot
are but tiny lumps of carbon and water who crawl about for a few years until they are dissolved again
into the elements of which they are composed. 0
guidepost, life is empty and meaningless, temporary and fragile. Solomon himself, the wisest man
who ever lived, said thatli f e i s 0 me a nl4;Rg1l).ekdesvas rdfetringlt@® life without God,
without any spiritual el ement (Aunder | &bsDaijas o 2
transl ated fAiemptyod or fAvoido) r ef ewolddayandiwraediataly, o
disappears. What a picture of life!

If life without God is so empty, how can people without Him go on living? The answer is
simple: substitutes. None of the substitutes replace Him or satisfy, but they do give temporary hope.
When one is found to not work, there are many others to choose from.

WORLDOGS WAY ( SUB B The firdt AaE & jhe book Solomon lists 7 substitutes thatd o n 0 t
work. Worldly wisdom says that this is what life is all about, this is what brings meaning and
satisfaction. These include fun (sensuality 2:1-11), work (human labor 2:18-23; 4:4-6), ego (man his

own god 2:24 - 3:27), poverty (4:1-3), asceticism (9:7-10), riches (materialism 4:7-12; 5:10-20; 6:1-

12), social status (popularity 4:13-16) and going through the motions of religion (5:1-7).

GOD6S WAY ( RE AS&oloiHdnMdhgludes with what He has learned through his life: only

God satisfies! These7 upward steps are more narrow and har
broad and easy going ( downhi | | to emptiness). Onl y dbBghd 6 s
These steps are humility (taking advice from the wise 7:5-7), patience in trials (7:8-10), self-discipline

(fruit of Holy Spirit to overcome world, flesh, Satan 7:19-22), submission to God in all things (8:1 -
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9:12), faith in God (10:1-20), helping others (not self-centered but other centered 11:1-8) and joy
(from Godds iNnndzx7). peace 11

I n effect what we have erBus otleer workd viéws.dThe Biblical world
view says there is a reason and purpose for everything, including life itself. We are here to serve God
and others. Thi s Goddte Wendt i gl t rulkeemaedi i ves
ethical areas. In contrast,thewor | dés o6wor |l d viewd i s that,thnsdfa
is all there is, truth is different for each person, and each one is on his own to find some pleasure in
any way he chooses. No wonder this is called

How do you view life? What do you live for? What motivates you? What do you turn to to find

meaning and purpose in life? There are basically two ways to view life: by God 6 s wi sdom

worl dos wisdom. Which are you foll owing?

OUTLINE OF ECCLESIASTES

|. THE PROBLEM 1-6
A. Life Without God Is Empty 1-2
B. Life is Boring 3a, 4b
C. Life |Isnbt Fair 3b, 4a
D6Things6 do#dt Satisfy 5b

[I. THE SOLUTION 7-12
A. Use Money Wisely 6
B. Be Wise 7-8
1. Wise Living 7
2. Wise Leaders 8
C. D o nFoadlish B-40
1. Life and Death 9
2. Fools and Foolishness 10
D. Be Faithful 11-12
1. Faith and Faithfulness 11
2. Truth and Justice 12
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

15. SPLIT

MAIN EVENTS: Nation splits into Israel and Judah

MAIN PEOPLE: Rehoboam, Jeroboam, Elijah, Elisha

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles

BIBLE VERSE: 2 Kings 17:21-22 When the Lord tore Israel
away from the house of David, they made Jeroboam son of
Nebat their king. Jeroboam enticed Israel away from following
the Lord and caused them to commit a great sin.

TIME: 930 BC

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
Carthage founded by Phoenicians
First Olympic Games in Greece
Founding of Rome

Homer writes in Italy

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine

Flood
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This time periovod cal wadntheenS8ption divided i

10 tribes) and the Southern Kingdom (Judah, 2 tribes). Solomon had put a very heavy tax burden on

the people to support his building projects, and when he died the people needed relief, but instead of

giving it his son, Rehoboam, greatly increased the tax burden. As a result, the northern 10 tribes

broke away to form their own nation. The north and the south each had their own king and capital.
Sometimes they even fought each other in battl e . What a sad end to Davi
only took 60 years for it to happen. Despite His goodness and many blessings, mankind in general

and the Jews in particular, still continue to turn from Him in rebellion.

ISRAEL i NORTHERN 10 TRIBES First King

JEROBOAM, king for 22 years when the nation split after the death of Solomon (1 Kings
11:26-14:20; 2 Chronicles 9:29-13:22). He was a servant of Solomon. The prophet Ahijah tore a
garment into 12 pieces and gave 10 to Jeroboam, signifyingth e nati on woul d be to
time and he would rule the 10 northern tribes. So he wouldnd6t be kil |l ed because
fled to Egypt. He returned when Solomon died and Rehoboam raised the taxes. The northern 10
tribes asked him to be king. He built 2 gold calves so the people would not go to Jerusalem, which
was in the southern kingdom, to worship. Thus he set an idolatrous pattern for the north. He was
told to repent by several prophets: Ahijah, Iddo, an old unnamed prophet and another prophet who
predicted hisd e at h. He didndot repent and was stricken

JUDAH i SOUTHERN 2 TRIBES First King

REHOBOAM was the first king of the south and reigned 17 years (1 Kings 11:42-14:31; 2
Chronicles 9:31-12:16). He was the son and successor of Solomon but because he rejected the
advice of his older advisors and followed the suggestions of his young friends, his greed led to the
country breaking in two. Solomon had heavily taxed the people and they needed relief but
Rehoboamincr eased the tax | oad, thus causing the ten
prophet SHEMAIAH advised him to not try to force the north to stay. Judah, some of Benjamin, and
later Simeon stayed faithful. Jerusalem stayed their capital. The south was soon attacked by Egypt,
who took away the vast riches Solomon had accumulated. Even though they seemingly stayed
faithful to God, they still set up high places for Baal worship and made wooden images to bow down
to and worship.
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2 KINGS:
JUDGMENT

TITLE: About the Kings of Judah & Israel

AUTHOR: Unknown (Jeremiah?)

DATE of WRITING: Over many years

PLACE of WRITING: In Judah and Israel

TIME COVERED: 267 years (853 - 586 BC)

RECIPIENTS: Jews

KEY VERSE: 2 Kings 17:7-8, 18-23 All this took place
because the Israelites had sinned against the LORD their
God. .... They worshipped other gods and followed the
practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before them, as well as the practices that the kings
of Israel had introduced. So the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them from his
presence. Only the tribe of Judah was left, and even Judah did not keep the commands of the LORD
their God. They followed the practices Israel had introduced.

KEY WORKDi:ngadi 340 teitme s3;1 fitH rnmoepsh

PURPOSE: To show how and why Judah and Israel went into captivity.

THEME: God judges sin.

Every year thousands of taxpayers receive a |
your return, we need more information about certain items.0 People think they
t hey can 6get awayod with ssesmeshtagch B8ptwsbmet he
is with God. There is no statute of limitations, and NO ONE gets away with sin. A person can get
away with things from the IRS, but not from God!

JUDGMENT FOR ISRAEL (chapters 1 - 17) Because of their sin, God warns his people of coming
judgment and calls them to repentance. Elijah was one such man. He had ministered for 50 years
and then was taken to heaven in a flaming chariot.

El'i sha replaced EIlijah as Go #8)0 Ble, tom performadc masye n g ¢
miracles (including bringing a dead boy back to life). Both Elijah and Elisha ministered to the northern
kingdom, Israel. Of their 19 kings, none followed God. In the south, Judah, 8 of the 20 kings followed
God for at least part of their reigns.

Jehu (chapter9-10) started off all right, under EI i s
Ahabodés family and 1intditlolag mge hibustel f hen Afhalbds r em
that we all wi || oreap what iwes swiwlol (fGiand 6y @y . o

exemplified by Ahab & Jezebel, who died an awful death (chapter 9).

Long ago there was a famous black smith who was put into a prison dungeon. He began to
examine the chain that bound him looking for a flaw so he could escape. His hope was in vain for he
found his own mark upon it -- he had made it and it had been his boast that none could break a chain
that he had forged. Ahab had forged his own chains of sin and was caught in them. They, too, were
unbreakable. Under Joash, Judah returned to God (chapter 11), but soon relapsed (chapter 12).
Israel, meanwhile, turned further from God (chapter 13). Uzziah brought Judah back to God, but then
fell to pride (chapter 14-16). Finally Israel was removed (chapter 17). The godly remnant from Israel
had all moved to Judah, so the twelve tribes continued on in Judah.

JUDGMENT FOR JUDAH (chapters 18 - 25) Judah continued for about 150 years after Israel fell.
Between two of the worst kings was one of the best - Hezekiah (chapters 18 - 20). His son,
Manasseh, offered his children as sacrifices (chapter 21). Josiah, his son, was the opposite again,
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being one of the most godly kings (chapter 22), but the final kings of Judah all did evil (chapter 24).
Finally Judah, too, was removed, taken into captivity by Babylon (chapter 24 - 25).

Some years ago in the mountainous region of Europe an avalanche of snow came down from
t he mountain and damned up the river. Wat er
threatening to burst through snow and ice and ruin villages below. It held a long time, and people
were lulled into false security. The longer wait, though, just meant more destruction when it did burst,
and that is what happened. Sin works the same way.

TRUTH The Bible clearly says that God will judge sin. Galatians 6:7-8 Do not be deceived: God
cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from
that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap
eternal life. Proverbs 1:31 They will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their
schemes. Proverbs 5:22-23 The evil deeds of a wicked man ensnare him; the cords of his sin hold
him fast. He will die for lack of discipline, led astray by his own great folly. Proverbs 22:8 He who
sows wickedness reaps trouble.

Godos peopllyemuse mirp &@m sn. We are not exempt, instead we are more
accountable (Matthew 3:9-1 0 ) . AJudgment ebeogfi NMEtewact: 1t Llulke 12h4G-48s
says "That servant who knows his master's will and does not get ready or does not do what his
master wants will be beaten with many blows. But the one who does not know and does things
deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much,
much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be
asked. o We canodt arls 8:5F),duttha is noatcusetasin. ( Ro m

One day in Colorado a great stalwart tree fell down. It was four hundred years old. It was a
sapling when Columbus landed at San Salvador. It had been struck by lightning fourteen times. It
had braved undaunted the storms of four hundred years. It had defied earthquakes and hurricanes.
It had laughed in scorn at the winter's blasts and blizzards that would have destroyed it. But in the
end the tiny little beetles killed it. They bored under the bark, dug into its heart, ate away its mighty
fiber and one day down came the mighty king of the forest.

OUTLINE OF 2 KINGS

. JUDGMENT FOR ISRAEL 1-17

E | Deptla b-® s

E | Migisdtra 8-8a

. Enemies Revolt 8b

Jehuds Revival 9
A hSinb10 s

J u Repdntaree 11

J u Declmd® §2

| s Dealirel 13

E | Deatth 36 s

| sr ae |lFurter [hto Sira h18-%6
| srael 6s Removal 17

1. JUDGMENT FOR JUDAH 18-25
A . Hezeki ahdo€0 Ref or ms 18

AT IOTMMOOm>

B. J uDexlimed 21

C.Josi ahds Refor ms 22

D. J u Dexlm® 33

E. Judahodés Rebellion 24
F. Judahds Removal 25
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STRUGGLE

1&°2 | .
CHRONICLES: RﬂNlu
FAITHFULNESS

TITLE: Latin Vulgate il (el 1 book t Jows) TH LN&S

DATE of WRITING: After return from Babylon 1
PLACE of WRITING: Judah .

TIME COVERED: Adam to Cyrus (536 BC)
RECIPIENTS: Jews back from Babylon

KEY VERSE: 1 Chronicles 17:10 and have done
ever since the time | appointed leaders over  my people Israel. | will also subdue all your enemies.
"I declare to you that the LORD will build a house for you:

KEY WORD: David (180 times, Temple & House of God (148 times), priest (80 times)

PURPOSE: to show the history of Israel from a spiritual point of view, showing the importance of the
temple and of being faithful to God who has always been faithful to them.

THEME: Faithfulness of God

Faithfulness to others is not seen as an important virtue today. Everything teaches us to be
loyal only to ourselves, to put our needs and wants first, to make selfishness and self-centeredness a
virtue. Faithfulness to mate, family, job, country, favorite sports team, etc., only seems to last as long
as it is profitable. When things get hard peoples eem t o move on quicklIly.
way. 1 & 2 Chronicles proves that.

Originally one book in the Hebrew canon, Chronicles covers basically the same information as
1 & 2 Samuel and 1 & 2 Kings, but from a different perspective. While they show the civil and political
happenings from a human viewpoint, C h rFor miamdlegels s
Samuel 31 tells of the deat howoddied allChroniclesdmntellsmthen 6 s
same story, but from the divine perspective - how and why God removed him. 1 & 2 Samuel and 1 &
2 Kings shows how man is unfaithful, but 1 & 2 Chronicles shows how God is faithful, no matter how
man is (similar to the theme of Deuteronomy).

LISTSOF JUDAHOG S(1Khrddi@es 1 - 9) traces the genealogy from Adam to the Babylonian
captivity. 't shows t h® sehdia MessiaH frora the seenl fof thé vam@ars p |
(Genesis 3:14-15) as God promised. He sets the groundwork to prove that Jesus is that Messiah
(Matthew 1, Luke 3). Especially this section shows the faithfulness of God to Abraham (many nations

did come from him), to David (whose descendants did rule Judah) and to everyone, for God knows

and remembers all by name.

LIVESOF JUDAHO S(1Khrdwi@es 10 - 2 Chronicles 36) hits some highlights of the kings in
Davidoés | ine, especially the godly ones.

This section starts with David returning the ark to Jerusalem and all the praise and worship
that came with it (1 Chronicles 10-16). David 6 s si n wi tils nBdt memeabaned i n

forgiven and gone. The f ocumsdsi sunofnaiGohdfousl nfeasist.h f
reaffirmed to David, stating that God woul dantai t
as the kingly line, right up to the Messiah (1 Chronicles 17-2 1) . Davidodos prepar a
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are elaborated, too (1 Chronicles 22-2 7 ) , and so is Sol omo n2Céhronicles 1t d i r
9). There is so much about the temple in these chapters becauseitis t he peopl ebs | i

reminds them that all t hey havegtheyearees orfdeserve. Th® d ¢
temple calls man to be faithful to God in regpon
itdés a way of |ife

When the nation splits, Chronicles only follows the kings of the southern tribe, Judah. The
unfaithful north is ignored. True believers from there moved down to the south, so the southern
kingdom had the godly remnant, the representatives of all 12 tri b e s . Goddés faithtf
seen in his enabling Abijah to defeat Jeroboam (2 Chronicles 13), Asa defeat the Ethiopians (14),
Jehosophat defeating the Moabites (20) and Heze
Jews response of revival (15) and repairing the temple and returning to God every time an evil king
led them astray (23-24, 30, 35) shows their response of faithfulness to Him. Unfortunately their times
of unfaithfulness were greater and eventually God let the Babylonians take them into captivity. Still
God was faithful, preserving a remnant and giving promises of future deliverance and restoration.

AOl d Faithfulo is a famous geyser in Yell owst
gallons of boiling water 150 feet into the air. There are other geysers who send out more water, and
send it higher. Why, then,isthis one more famous and more visited
-- every 65.5 minutes it erupts. It can be counted on. No one knows when the others will erupt. God

is like that -- totally dependable and consistent. We can always countonHim. He i s t he ori
Faithful .o God wants wus to respond to His fait
Thank God for His faithfunes s t o you Be faithful to Hi m. i

FAI THFLQomnthians 4:2).

OUTLINE OF CHRONICLES

. LISTSOF JUDAHOG6S KINGS 1 Chron. 1
A. The Royal Line 1-4
B. The Related Lines 5-9

II.LIVESOF JUDAHOG6S KI NGS1912 C@rbom. b26. 10

A. David® Throne 1 Chron. 10-29

1. GodoOosl6ATr k 10

2. Goddéant Ty

3. Godos Templ e 22

4. Davidobés -2dessage 28
B. Solomon& Temple 2 Chron. 1-9

1. Solomondés Templ e 1

2. Solomond® Worship 6
C. Judah® Tragedy=y 2 Chron. 10-26

1. Decline (Divided Kingdom) 10-11

2. Reform & Decline (Southern Kingdom) 12-26
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

16. PROPHET:

MAIN EVENTS: Prophets Warn and Encourage

MAIN PEOPLE:

- to north (Israel): Hosea, Amos, (Elijah, Elisha)
- to south (Judah): Joel, Isaiah, Micah, Zephaniah, Reap What yOU sow
Habakkuk

- to Nineveh (Assyria): Jonah, Nahum

- to Edom: Obadiah

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: see above

BIBLE VERSE: Isaiah 59:20 "The Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent of their
sins," declares the Lord.

TIME: 931-586 BC

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
In India Mahabharata and Ramayana composed
Upanishads written in India

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine

Split
Solomon @
Jacob Judges  David
Flood Isaac Joseph Joshua Saul PROPHETS
| | Babel Abraham Moses |
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC
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% This long but sad time in Bible
+DAMALCUS history is called the Prophets because
g / ,SVQ/A God used these godly men to try to
" reach His people and turn them back to
» Him. It was during this time that 19 evil
North kings ruled Israel (northern 10 tribes)
EE o and 20 kings (only
IB'?ABEL ruled Judah (southern 2 tribes). The
Glocs prophets warned of the coming
judgment for disobedience but also
F gave hope of a future restoration of
I Israel when God would be recognized
as their King. While most people during
ﬂJ this time, especially in the north, did not
0 follow God, there was always a faithful
South ¢ \ remnant which remained true to Him.
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MEET THE KINGS & PROPHETS OF ISRAEL (North)

Does God judge sin among His people? He certainly does. He is patient beyond belief, but
His standards of purity are not to be taken lightly. The history of Israel, the northern 10 tribes, shows
t his cl ear | yaquick dveviel Of thé kingskandahe prophets during that time. There were
many prophets God sent, listed below are only the ones recorded in the Bible.

JEROBOAM, king for 22 years when the nation split after the death of Solomon (1 Kings
11:26-14:20; 2 Chronicles 9:29-13:22). He was a servant of Solomon. The prophet Ahijah tore a
garment into 12 pieces and gave 10 to Jeroboam,
time and he would rule the 10 northerntr i b e s . So he woaude dfthis propheey, Hei | |
fled to Egypt. He returned when Solomon died and Rehoboam raised the taxes. The northern 10
tribes asked him to be king. He built 2 gold calves so the people would not go to Jerusalem, which
was in the southern kingdom, to worship. Thus he set an idolatrous pattern for the north. He was
told to repent by several prophets: Ahijah, Iddo, an old unnamed prophet and another prophet who
predicted hisd e at h . He didndét repodanddiednd was stricken

NADAB, son of Jeroboam, was king for 2 years (1 Kings 15:25-28). He was an evil king and
was assassinated by Baasha who succeeded him.

BAASHA, son of Ahijah who tore the garment into 12 pieces, was king for 24 years (1 Kings
24:27-16:7; 2 Chronicles 16:1-6). He assassinated Nadab and everyone in the royal house. He led
the north to war with the south, Judah.

ELAH, son of Baasha, ruled for 2 years (1 Kings 16:6-14). As was true of all the kings in the
north, he was evil and never followed God. Elah was especially wicked and was assassinated while
drunk.

ZIMRI killed Elah and made himself king (1 Kings 6:9-20). He was the Captain of the Chariots
and only ruled for 7 days. Omri attacked him an

OMRI. Army Captain, who killed Zimri, then ruled for 12 years (1 Kings 16:15-28). He built
Samaria and made it the capital of the north. He had good vision and wisdom but did not follow God.
He lost a lot of his territory to Syria.

TIBNI ruled during the same time as Omri and tried to overtake the throne but lost.

AHAB, son of Omri, followed his father and ruled for 22 years (1 Kings 16:28-22:43; 2
Chronicles 18:1-34). He was a capable leader and ambitious builder, but he did not follow God. He
was one of the worst kings Israel had (1 Kings 16:29-33). Jezebel, an evil Gentile woman who
worshipped Baal, married Ahab and dominated him, influencing him to even more evil (1 Kings 21:25-
26). God sent ELIJAH to warn them but they tried to kill him. Instead, they died under Godaod:
judgment.

AHAZIAH, son of Ahab, ruled after him for 2 years (1 Kings 22:40-2 Kings 1:18; 2 Chronicles
20:35-37) . He foll owed his mother Je zBELIgAHDG bis soldiggsa n
were destroyed by fire. He made an alliance with Judah, but God doomed it because they were not
following Him. Elijah foretold his death, which happened when he fell through a lattice.

JORAM, another son of Ahab and Jezebel, next ruled for 12 years (2 Kings 3:1-9:25; 2
Chronicles 22:5-7). He was very evil, but did somewhat restrain Baal worship. When the Syrians
attacked, ELISHA said God would deliver him and He did. He was killed by Jehu and his body
thrown into Nabothdés vineyard, t hloesofAhabl filling p
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JEHU was anointed by Elisha the prophet as king and reigned for 28 years (2 Kings 9:1-10:36;
2 Chronicles 22:7-12). He was a corrupt man who weakened the nation. He destroyed anyone he
could find from Ahabés famll hisydvisors.n ldel wadtherome whoikided 7 0
Jezebel by throwing her out a window. He wiped out Baal worship in Israel and claimed to worship
God but left the golden calves to be worshipped. He disobeyed God. In battle he lost much land to
the Syrians.

JEHOAHAZ was a son of Jehu and was king for 17 years (2 Kings 13:1-9). He had a
disastrous reign. Syria dominated Israel so he turned to God for help, but when God delivered them
he returned to idolatry.

JOASH (also called JEHOASH), was a son of Jehoahaz and reigned 16 years (2 Kings 13:10-
14:16; 2 Chronicles 25:17-24). The nation broke free from the Syrians during his reign but he was
spiritually bankrupt and continued in the evil ways of the kings before him.

JEROBOAM I, son of Joash, reigned for 41 years (2 Kings 14:23-29). He recaptured lands
lost to Syria. The people were poor and oppressed. Dishonesty and greed were everywhere.
Worship was hypocritical. HOSEA, AMOS and JONAH were alive and ministering during this time.
Jonah traveled to Nineveh , Assyria to deliver Godods mpherdiage
Judah whom God sent north to denounce the people for their idol worship, greed, corruption and
oppression of the poor. He was very courageous and faithful. Hosea was a member of the upper
class who was deeply committed to God and lived His message by marrying a prostitute named
Gomer who was unfaithful to him. Despite that he bought her back as his wife, a picture of God and
His rebellious people.

ZECHARIAH was the last from the house of Jehu to rule and only ruled 6 months (2 Kings
14:29-15:12). He was a son of Jeroboam Il and was assassinated by Shallum.

SHALLUM, another in a long line of evil kings, ruled just 1 month (2 Kings 15:10-15) was in
turn assassinated by Manahem.

MANAHEM, a military commander, ruled for 10 years (2 Kings 15:14-22). He was a cruel, evil
man.

PEKAHIAH, son of Manahem, ruled 2 years (2 Kings 15:22-26). He was evil and continued to
lead the nation into idolatry. He was killed by his military commander, Pekah.

PEKAH, a military leader, ruled 20 years (2 Kings 15:27-31; 2 Chronicles 28:5-8). He
continued idol worship in Israel. God used him to discipline Judah. God also used Assyria to take
much land from Israel and discipline them in turn. Half of the nation was killed or destroyed during his
reign. He was assassinated by Hoshea

HOSHEA, the 19t and last king of Israel, ruled for 9 years (2 Kings 15:30-17:6). He was evil,
but not as bad as the previousidolati wgsbut Hee dd idd 1@
idols, either. He became a puppet king controlled by Assyria until he rebelled against them. He was
defeated and imprisoned. The nation was taken into captivity by Assyria.

For many years the believers in God who lived in the north had moved to the south, so in effect
the south, Judah, became the real nation with the godly remnant from all twelve tribes living there.
Unfortunately they, too, turned from God.
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MEET THE KINGS & PROPHETS OF JUDAH (South)

The northern kingdom, Israel, had 19 kings, all evil, and was taken to captivity in Assyria,
never to return. The southern, Judah, had a few kings who were good or partly good. They lasted
longer than Israel but eventually went into captivity in Babylon because of their sin and disobedience.

REHOBOAM was the first king of the south and reigned 17 years (1 Kings 11:42-14:31; 2
Chronicles 9:31-12:16). He was the son and successor of Solomon, but because he rejected the
advice of his older advisors and followed the suggestions of his young friends, his greed led to the
country breaking in two. Solomon had heavily taxed the people and they needed relief, but
Rehoboam increased the tax | oad, thus causing th
prophet SHEMAIAH advised him to not try to force the north to stay. Judah, some of Benjamin, and
later Simeon stayed faithful. Jerusalem stayed their capital. The south was soon attacked by Egypt,
who took away the vast riches Solomon had accumulated. Even though they seemingly stayed
faithful to God, they still set up high places for Baal worship and made wooden images to bow down
to and worship.

ABIJAM, son of Rehoboam and grandson of Absalom, reigned for 3 years (1 Kings 14:31-
15:8; 2 Chronicles 13:1-22). He had fourteen wives, twenty two sons and sixteen daughters. [IDDO
the prophet ministered to him.

ASA, son of Abijam, ruled for 41 years (1 Kings 15:8-24; 2 Chronicles 14:1-16:14). The first
ten years of his reign were peaceful and he removed the idols and images that were built. AZARIAH
the prophet encouraged him to follow God and he did so. The Ethiopians attacked and God
protected them. Instead of trusting God, they paid the Syrians to help them fight Israel. HANANI the
prophet rebuked him for doing that, s o Asa put him in jail. He togot
God, so he died two years later. His reign was mostly but not entirely good.

JEHOSHAPHAT, son of Asa, ruled 25 years (1 Kings 22:41-50; 2 Chronicles 17:1-20:37). He
was a godly king with a good heart for God. He attacked idolatry and sent teachers to teach the
people about God. When he faced danger from his enemies he turned to God and received his help.

He restored Godbs high st and a rake thoudh, wiasuts marryches som n d
to a daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, for she was very ungodly.

JEHORAM was a son of Jehoshaphat and was king for 8 years (2 Kings 8:16-24; 2 Chronicles
21:1-20). He started as a godly king but his wife, Athaliah, daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, led him
into sin. He was ki | tirefdmiypwas desiroyad. when Ahabds en

AHAZIAH only reigned one year (2 Kings 8:24-9:29; 2 Chronicles 22:1-9). He was a son of
Joram and nephew of Ahaziah. He became king when he was 22 but was very evil, having been
influenced by his evil mother Athaliah. He also was killed by Jehu.

ATHALIAH herself ruled for 7 years after her husband and son were killed (2 Kings 11:1-20; 2
Chronicles 22:1-23:21). She was a daughter of Ahab and Jezebel and very evil. She killed all her
grandsons so they wale |GQhlypdash rerhamédlbecaugeehe iias safely hidden
and unknown to her. She brought in Baal worship and destroyed part of the temple. The High Priest
Jehoiada declared Joash king and killed her.

JOASH was a son of Ahaziah and ruled for 40 years (2 Kings 11:1-12:21; 2 Chronicles 22:10-
24:27). He was seven years old when he became king. He was the only descendant of David not
killed, and that is because he had been hidden. He repaired the temple and restored worship to God.
He destroyed Baal worship. Jehoida, his advisor, kept him close to God. When Jehoida died, Joash
drifted into idolatry. ZECHARIAH the prophet was stoned for rebuking him. When Syria invaded he
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was wounded, then died. JOEL the prophet lived during this time as well. He was a citizen of
Jerusalem, perhaps a priest who spoke in the temple.

AMAZIAH, son of Joash, was king for 29 years (2 Kings 11:1-12:21; 2 Chronicles 22:10-
24:27). He personally followed God but he allowed idol worship to remain. He had a great victory
over Edom but then brought in their gods. He was proud of this victory and then attacked Israel but

| ost . This was Godoés | ud @BkDAH the proplet went tooEdomhba s

pronounce judgment against them because they attacked Jerusalem during its time of distress.

AZARIAH (UZZIAH), a son of Amaziah, became king when he was 16 and ruled for 52 years
(2 Kings 15:1-7; 2 Chronicles 26:1-13). He reigned longer than any king before him. Sometimes he
co-reigned with his father, then later his son. He was a wise, pious, powerful king who extended
Judahos territory and brought in prosperity.
spiritually sensitive and soug ht  $wildaihd guidance through a prophet. However he had a
problem with pride and saw himself as a god, as the pagan kings did. He once entered the temple to
burn incense and got angry when the priests challenged him. He did not repent so God struck him
with leprosy and he lived the rest of his life isolated from everyone. ISAIAH and MICAH ministered
during these times. Micah was a country boy who used images from country life.

JOTHAM, son of Azariah, was king for 16 years (2 Kings 15:32-38; 2 Chronicles 27:1-9). He
was a godly king but the people stayed in idolatry. He built up Jerusalem and other places, defeated
the Ammonites, and prospered because he depended on God. ISAIAH, MICAH and HOSEA
ministered during his reign and encouraged him.

AHAZ, son of Jotham, reigned 16 years (2 Kings 16:1-20; 2 Chronicles 28:1-27). He was
ungodly and promoted the worship of Molech, pagan rites and human sacrifice. He made images of
Baal and burned his baby sons. He was attacked by Israel and other neighboring nations when
120,000 were killed and 200,000 captives taken. He was defeated by the Philistines and Damascus,
killed, and buried without honor because he was not worthy of the royal tombs. ISAIAH, MICAH
and OBED ministered during his reign and encouraged him.

HEZEKIAH, son of Ahaz, reigned for 29 years (2 Kings 18:1-20:21; 2 Chronicles 29:1-32:33).
He was a very godly son of a very ungodly father. He reopened the temple and revived the
priesthood. The high places and bronze serpent were destroyed. It was the most thorough
ref ormation i n Jud a hnieshe toithsfdll captiye.to Assria,rbut they godlylreamsantt
of Jews from each of the ten tribes in the north moved south, making the south the total nation again.
When he showed off his wealth to a Gentile king he was rebuked by ISAIAH. He had a serious
illness, but God promised him fifteen more years of life. He rebelled against the authority of Assyria
and was attacked by them, and the Angel of the Lord killed 185,000 Assyrians. ISAIAH and MICAH
ministered during his reign and encouraged him.

MANASSEH, son of Hezekiah, reigned 55 years, longer than any other Israelite king (2 Kings
21:1-18; 2 Chronicles 33:1-20). When he was 12, he started ruling and removed all worship of God.
He was Judahoés most wicked ki ng .llowedHhis ungodly grandfather
Ahaz. He restored the Baals and Asheraths. He set up worship of the sun, moon and stars. Molech,
the very evil Ammonite god, was restored. He became more evil than the pagans the Jews drove out
of the land. He was captured and taken to Egypt. This humbled him and he repented while there.
When released he went back to Jerusalem and tried to reverse his evil deeds but it was too late.
When he died his own son reversed the few improvements he had made. ISAIAH ministered and
died during his reign. During this time also NAHUM went to Ninevah. The revival there under Jonah
had been short lived and they fell back into sin, so God sent Nahum to announce that judgment was
coming.
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AMON, son of Manasseh, was king for 2 years (2 Kings 21:19-26; 2 Chronicles 33:21-25). He
was very evil and idolatrous, so bad that his own servants killed him.

JOSIAH, son of Amon and grandson of Manasseh, became king at 8 years of age and reigned
for 31 years (2 Kings 22:1-23:30; 2 Chronicles 34:1-35:27). He had godly advisors who kept him
obedient to God. At 16, he started his own relationship with God. When he was 18 he found a copy
of Godbés Word and <straught pedce, prpgpdrity and geform.t When hel was 20,
he statedto cl eanse the | and from evi |l . worship of Gadl. Ha @edr e i
in battle against the Egyptians. JEREMIAH prophesied and ministered during this reign. ZEPHANIAH
started his ministry the same year as Jeremiah and was a descendant of David and Hezekiah,

JEHOAHAZ, son of Josiah, only reigned for 3 months (2 Kings 23:31-33; 2 Chronicles 36:1-4).
He was taken away to Egypt. JEREMIAH prophesied and ministered during this reign.

JEHOIAKIM, son of Josiah, ruled for 11 years (2 Kings 23:34-24:5; 2 Chronicles 36:5-7). He
did evil I n  @Qadh dodtleat JERENIKMKH condenanedrhim and said no one would mourn his
death. Actually Jeremiah prophesied for 40 years during the reigns of the last five kings of Israel He
bur nt J e rophacies &nd allomed Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, to take over the country
and make him a vassal king. Three years later he rebelled and was taken captive to Babylon. He
also killed URIJAH the prophet. HABAKKUK also ministered during this time. Habakkuk was very
courageous and had deep emotional strength. He was both a prophet and poet.

JEHOIACHIN, son of Jehoiakim, reigned 3 months (2 Kings 24:6-16; 2 Chronicles 36:8-10).
He was very evil and was taken to Babylon by the armies of Nebuchadnezzar. JEREMIAH and
HABAKKUK prophesied and ministered during this reign.

ZEDEKIAH, son of Josiah, was the last king of Judah and ruled 11 years (2 Kings 24:17-
25:30; 2 Chronicles 36:11-21). He was placed on the throne by Nebuchadnezzar and never fully
accepted as king by the people. Many false prophets said Judah would break free from Babylon.
When Egypt, Moab, Ammon and Edom rebelled, they wanted Judah to join them. When they
rebelled Babylon attacked, surrounded and put the city to a deadly siege. In July, 586 BC, the wall of

Jerusalem was broken, the city
destroyed and Zedekiah was

\\ caught while trying to escape.
; He was forced to watch his own
iad sons killed, then he was blinded
= e and led away to Babylon.
NAHUM DANIEL was also taken to

Babylon then. EZEKIEL had
been taken earlier. JEREMIAH
prophesied and  ministered
during this whole time. Called
the HAweeping prop!
of his tears over the destruction
of Jerusalem, he described it all
in the book of Lamentations. He
was often beaten, opposed,
arrested and kidnapped.
Eventually he was forced to go to
Egypt and was killed there.

HaGGAI
ZECHARIAH
MALACH|

A
\
To Epom
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JEREMIAH
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OBADIAH: OBADIAH

RETRIBUTION
TITLE: After prophet who wrote it RETRIBUT'ON

AUTHOR: Obadiah (AWorshippe
DATE of WRITING: 586 - 585 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Canaan

TIME COVERED: Obadiah 6 s dJaeys utso6 r et ur
RECIPIENTS: Edom (Arabs)

KEY VERSE: 1:15 "The day of the LORD is near for all
nations. As you have done, it will be done to you; your
deeds will return upon your own head.

KEY WORDS: AEdomo (9 ti mes) me s
PURPOSE: Warn Edom of judgment because of their pride

and malicious treatment of Judah when Judah was having troubles
THEME: Retribution for Edom

Some of the most severe words in the whole Bible are addressed to the proud, be they
believers or unbelievers. Proverbs especially has much to say about the dangers of pride (3:34; 6:16-
17; 8:13; 10:17; 11:2,12; 12:9,15; 13:10; 14:21; 15:5,10,12,25,32; 16:5,18-19; 17:19; 18:11-12; 20:6;
21:4, 24; 25:14, 27; 26:5, 12, 16; 27:2; 28:11, 25; 29:8, 23; 30:12-13). Pride is so bad because it is
the root of all sin. Pride is self-centeredness, and all sin can be traced back to that. In fact, pride was
the reason Lucifer rebelled and was cast out of heaven (Isaiah 1412-21; Ezekiel 28:11-19). All pride
brings judgment. Many ti mes we dondét think we are Oproud?o
we are better than everyone else. Basically, though, pride is thinking of ourselves before God. The
cartoon character Charlie Brown is a proud person, not because hethinksh e 6 s bet t erbutt ha
because he is self-centered. Everything in life is viewed in light of how it will affect him. Thinking we
are inferior to others is as prideful and untrue as thinking we are superior to others. They are two
sides of the same coin. Any self-centeredness or self-sufficiency is pride and therefore sin.

OBADIAHi s a book about the judgment that comes to
the Old Testament as well as the first of the prophets in chronological order. Obadiahés n
Aservant/ worshipper of God. o Not hing else is Kk
prophets. We do know that he lived about 100 years after the split of the nation into north and south.

He is the first prophet to write down his message.

EDOM is the nation that Obadiah preached to. Although he was a Jew, he was sent to his Gentile
neighbors to warn them of Godoés e ofdunahg The Bdbrgitese nt
were harsh enemies of the Jews. Theenmityst arted in Rebekahdéds womb,
struggled against each other (Genesis 25:20-23). This rivalry was revealed at birth (Genesis 25:24-

26). They fought over the birthright and then blessing. They were in conflict their whole lives. This

ant agoni sm continued in the following generations
walk through their land. Saul fought them. David conquered them. They joined Ammon and Moab in
fighting the Jews. One of the reason Herod was so disliked by the Jews was that he was an Edomite.
Today they are part of the Arab people. Always, though, they have been characterized by self-
centeredness (pride). Obadiah was sentto warnthemthat t hi s woul d bring God

C
I
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THE DESTINY OF SINNERS is shown first (verses 1-9). In their pride the Edomites thought they
were impregnable because of their rock-like fortresses in the land east of the Jordan. It is easy today,
too, to put our faith in our government and military, thinking they will protect us. However, God resists
the proud but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5). Edom took advantage of others in
their times of weakness, so God would have them reap what they sow. The same would happen to
them. Edom was famous for great statesmen, counselors and government officials. They took pride
in this. God would have these men become like fools, for they would have no real understanding of
their present dangerous situation. Their brave soldiers would become cowardly. Now that he has
their attention, Obadiah tells them why this will happen.

THE DESCRIPTION OF SIN is given next (10-14). The Edomites are violent and belligerent,
especially to the J e arsself{sufficiehdygheypfeeloinuiffeeent, apathéticy evenh
aloof from those who are in need. Finally, they are greedy. Like vultures, they are quick to plunder
weaker, vulnerable and defeated neighbors. In their pride they thought only of themselves.

THE DAY OF JUDGMENT concludes the book (15-21). The coming judgment on Edom will be bad,
but the future judgment will be worse. In the Day of the Lord (specifically the battle of Armageddon) it
will be much worse, for they will be totally annihilated. Despite all this, there is a time of coming
restoration for those who turn to God for mercy and forgiveness. This will be the Millennium. The
Jews as a nation then will be restored and enjoy peace and prosperity like never before. All they lost
willber et ur ned. Opposi ngsiGotdbiss pébo pwiesglust w

The message from this book is clear: we will reap what we sow if we only sow in sin and
unrighteousness. Those who never turn to God for salvation, but instead live in selfishness and self-
centeredness, WILL BE JUDGED!

OUTLINE OF OBADIAH

|. DESTINY OF SINNERS 1-9
A. Pride 1-5
B. Dishonesty 6-7
C. Fear 8-9

[I. DESCRIPTION OF SIN 10-14
A. Belligerence 10
B. Indifference 11-12
C. Greed 13-14

[ll. DAY OF JUDGMENT 15-21
A. Retribution 15-16
B. Restoration 17-18
C. Recovery 19-21
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JOEL:
DAY of the LORD

TITLE: After prophet who wrote it
AUTHOR: AJoel o AJeho
DATE of WRITING: About 838 - 756 BC
PLACE of WRITING: Judah

TI ME COVERED: Joel 0s
RECIPIENTS: Judah (south)

KEY VERSE: 2:28-32 'And afterward, | will
pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream
dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, | will pour out
my Spirit in those days. | will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and
billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the LORD. And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be
saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among
the survivors whom the LORD calls.

KEY WORD: ADay of the Lordo (5 times)

PURPOSE: Present locust plague is a picture of worse judgment to come if no repentance.

THEME: Christ will return and rule the world, bringing peace.

|l té6s the middle of the night and you are awa
smoke alarm. Are you pleased or perturbed? A red light on your dashboard glows menacingly,
informing you the oil level in your car is dangerously low. Do you resent the interruption or are you
relieved to discover the problem?

I n Joel 6s day God wused | ocust s t ohewoadiien outheir Hi s
nation so they could turn back to God before even worse things happened. Instead of responding
with gratitude and repentance, though, the people complained and blamed God.

DESTRUCTION IN THE DAY OF THE LORD (1:1 - 2:17) Locust plagues are devastating. Locusts
collect 50 thi ck tinerowntlweightgeach day, devaunng everyehing but rocks and

tree trunks. They can cover over 400 square miles and travel across oceans. Devastation and famine
always follow in their wake. God sentthese | ocusts to get t hepedtands a
turn to Him before the next hoard came through. The army of Assyrians would bring worse
destruction than the locusts brought. All this points to a future time of devastation even worse. It is
when the Antichristds ar woyse deatmemdsdedrctionthag the lecasts orb r i
even the Assyrians. The only way to be free from any of these three plagues is by repentance and
confession of sin. Unfortunately the Jews don &t om anp ef them, fad suffer miserable
consequences. Fol | owing the final one, t hough, there w
turns from the present oppression to that which will come in the Day of the Lord.

DELIVERANCE BY THE DAY OF THE LORD (2:18 - 3:21) The Day of the Lord is that time which
starts in the middle of the tribulation and continues through the Millennium and on into eternity. It will
take the awful suffering of the tribulation to do what the locusts andthe As sy r i an s edmablee n 6
to do -- turn the Jews back to God. Then, however, there is a time of peace and prosperity promised,
such as the world has never known. That is the Millennial Kingdom which then goes on for all
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eternity. What a blessed hope that was for oppressed people! As our world today drifts further and
further from God, this blessed promise of future deliverance and restoration becomes our hope, too.

OUTLINE OF JOEL

|. DESTRUCTION BY THE DAY OF THE LORD 1:1-2:17
A. Type of the Destruction 1:1-12
B. Reactions to the Destruction 1:13-14
C. Picture of the Destruction 1:15-20
D. Prophecy of the Destruction 2:1-11
E. Exhortation because of the Destruction 2:12-17

[I. DELIVERANCE BY THE DAY OF THE LORD 2:18-3:21
A. Immediate Deliverance 2:18-27
B. Future Deliverance 2:28-3:21
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JONAH:
OBEDIENCE

TITLE: After prophet who wrote it

AUTHOR: AJonaho means i
DATE of WRITING: About 810 BC >
PLACE of WRITING: Nineveh 2o S N e s e
TIME COVERED: A few months in 810 BC ) S ;,.
RECIPIENTS: Nineveh, Assyria '

KEY VERSE: 3:10 When God saw what they did O B E D I E N

and how they turned from their evil ways, he had

compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.

KEY WORD: di@ (Gda peparesea wind 1:4, storm 1:4, fish 1:17, gourd 4:6, worm 4:7, east wind 4:8

PURPOSE: t o s h o wentes and lsow Heodeads with dis disBbedient servants
THE ME : Goddés resurrection power conquers al/l

Have you ever had to learnsomet hi ng t he hard way? | 6 m tanlyr e
did! Sometimes the most familiar stories lose theirimpactbecause webdbve known th
|l ong. Thereds a good reason that they are Thelie ¢
are very special in their meaning and significance. Pr et end you donét know th
atitwithfresh ey es. ltoll mean a | ot more to you.

JONAH FLEEING (chapter 1) Jonah came from Israel and God called him to go to Nineveh.
Nineveh was the capital of Assyria, one of the cruelest, most brutal nations to ever exist. They were
conquering everyone inthe near east in Jonahdés day and were
Israel. When a boy, he saw his hometown destroyed by the Assyrians. Friends, relatives, perhaps

even parents were killed. For these reasons, when God asked him to go warn them of coming
judgment, he went the opposite way instead. In his bitterness and unforgiveness he disobeyed God.

He wanted revenge, not one chance of mercy. He became so hardened in his conscience he could

sleep right through a storm at sea. He knew God was disciplining (not punishing) him. When the
sailors reluctantly threw him into the water the storm stopped. They gave the glory to God. Jonah

had never witnessed to them, but God got His glory from it anyway.

JONAH PRAYING (chapter 2) When Jonah hit the water he started praying. The Hebrew of Jonah
2:1-6 make it clear Jonah knew he was dying. When the large fish swallowed him he was still alive,
perhaps even with his head above water. He knew it was all over then, though. Before going
unconscious, as the whale (?) was swallowing him, he prayed and confessed his sin. Then he died.
Three days later the fish spit him upon dry land and God brought him back to life. Jesus used this as
a picture of His own death and resurrection (Matthew 12:39-40). When he came back to life he
praised God and committed himself to follow God -- even going to Nineveh. God gave him another
chance.

JONAH PREACHING (chapter 3) After walking 500 miles (about a month) with plenty of time to
think, he arrived at Nineveh. It was a large city, taking 3 days to just walk through it! The city was

very proud, wicked, hard and stubborn. Jonahos
mercy. He simply proclamed #©40 days and Nineveh wildl b e39 de s
days....0 Still, people repented i mmediately. Per
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probably hairless and had his skin splotched from the stomach acids of the fish. He was a living
picture of how God judged sin yet restored those who repented. His message spread like wildfire.
Even the king repented, ordering all people and animals to fast and show their repentance. It was the
greatest revival ever!

JONAH LEARNING (chapte r 4) Jonah, however, didnot strgyithee u
city and people in it. He was angry that they repented, fearing God might show mercy. He sat on a

hill awaiting the end of the 40 days. It was hot, but a vine grew to give him heat. Then a worm ate

the vine and the shade was gone. Jonah was so upset at the loss of his shade he wanted to die!
This was just Gododés way of showing him how selfi
did care about his own comfort! What an end to the story. Everything obeyed God but Jonah. The
storm, dice used by the sailors, the sailors, fish, Ninevehites, gourd, worm and east wind. Everything

but Jonah, the one who claimed to fAfearo God (1:

| think the story ended well for Jonah, though. 1 think he repented and grew through his selfishness.

The fact that he wrote and distributed this account of his experiences after leaving Nineveh leads me

to this conclusion. Unf ortunat eh.yThey Wwent os tb oonquer d i d
l srael , alt hough eltnaterythever e é®d theberu Godds ti m
wanted Israel disciplined, not unreasonably punished. A little over a hundred years after Jonah went

to Nineveh, God sent Nahum with the same message. This time there was no repentance and God

used the Babylonians to destroy Nineveh.

OUTLINE OF JONAH

I. JONAH FLEEING (Away from God) 1
A. Reason 1:1-2
B. Route 1:3
C. Result 1:4-17
1. Consequences to Sailors 1:4-11
2. Consequences to Jonah 1:12-17

II. JONAH PRAYING (Back to God) 2
A. Confession 2:1-6
B. Praise 2:6-8
C. Repentance 2:9
D. Answer 2:10

[ll. JONAH PREACHING (With God) 3
A. Command to Preach 3:1-3
B. Content of Preaching 3:4
C. Response to Preaching 3:5-10

IV. JONAH LEARNING (Ahead of God) 4
A. His Complaint 4:1-3
B. God®& Actions 4:4-11
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AMOS:
ACCOUNTABILITY

TITLE: Amos

AUTHOR: AAmMoso = fABurden
DATE of WRITING: 810 - 785 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Israel (North)

TIME COVERED: Amos 6 day to eternii
RECIPIENTS: Israel (North)

KEY VERSE: 4:11-12 "l overthrew some of you as |
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. You were like a
burning stick snatched from the fire, yet you have not
returned to me," declares the LORD. "Therefore this is
what | will do to you, Israel, and because | will do this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel.”

KEY WORD: ATransgressiono = 12 ti mes,; Al wi || n
PURPOSE: to warn Israel (North) to repent from their many sins or face severe judgment.

THEME: The inevitable judgment of God on sin.

How often do we think it hat wi | | never happen to meo? ‘
assumed house fires always happened to others and would never happen to me. Then my room
caught fire, and |1 0ve nelvehawen dt tshaitd aigtai athad utA
about a |l ot of other things, Il 6m afraid.

The nation | srael (northern 10 tribes) felt t

Theywer e 6Godés people, & went t hweareuegonomedlly prospareus, mo t
filled their lives with pleasure, and had a strong army. What could happen?

AMOS the prophet came from near Jerusalem, and was sent by God to warn the northern
kingdom of coming judgment. A country boy who picked figs and did some shepherding, he was
hardly the man we would expect to be sent on such a mission. He was faithful, though, and did what
God asked. ASSYRIA was on the horizon, warlike and very aggressive. They were very harsh and
cruel, and their goal was to rule the world. ISRAEL (the northern kingdom) was in great economical
prosperity but was spiritually bankrupt. They were idolatrous, worshipping golden calves instead of
Jehovah. GODwasveryangry with the peopl e: AThe Lolikedanr o a
angry lion about to bring destruction.

|. PROPHECIES by the PROPHET (1-2) Imagine you are in a courtroom. The trial begins
with the for mal arr ai gn me nthe.nationOnas liesausa af theirsrepeated n s
acts of sin. God found each guilty and passed sentences of judgment on them: Damascus, Gaza,
Tyre, Edom, Ammon and Moab. All this sounded great to Israel, for these nations were their
enemies. However when he started saying what God would do to them because of their sins, they
werenodt nearly as happy!

. SERMONS of the PROPHET (3-6) Amosd second sermon (cft
courtroom imagery. This time the case against Israel is presented. They broke their covenant with
God. They made promises to be faithful to God, to love and obey Him and Him alone. Witnesses are
called to show Israel ds guilt, nations that were
and Egypt). Israel was found guilty and sentence passed: their strong military would be defeated and
most of the people would be killed.
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The third sermon (chapter 4) goes into more detail about the sins they are charged with. The
women overindulged themselves and thought life wasonlyforone pl easur e after at
God calls them. Everyone still outwardly went through the motions of worshipping God, but they were
just going through the motions. They had no place in their lives for God.

God tried to warn the people many times, but they were too stubborn to listen. He sent food
shortages, droughts, crop failures and military defeats to get their attention and have them return to
Him, but they never did. They still insisted in trusting in themselves only.

Sermon number four (5-6 ) i's |Ii ke a funeral | a me n ttruction iA mo ¢
was like it already happened, like they were already dead. Forgiveness and restoration was still
available for individuals who repented, but for the nation as a whole it was too late. Judgment was
sure to come.

[ll. VISIONS of the PROPHET (7-9) The sermons are now over. Next come illustrations of
what the judgment will be like. God says He will send a plague of grasshoppers to destroy
everything, but Amos asks for mercy and God relents. The same happens with a great devouring
fire. Still, God says He will destroy the nation. TheJ ews dondét want to hear
more, so they tell him to stop and go home. They are like over-ripe fruit (8), good for nothing but
destruction. Outside they look fine but inside they are rotten. God the righteous judge has declared it
so and so it will be.

Still, l'i ke all the prophet s, God doesndot end
has Amos remind the Jews about their glorious future when all will worship Him in peace and

rght eousness. The Me s s itheote anvdieverything aill lge perfecn BuDwuntil theh 6 s

OUTLINE OF AMOS
Introduction (Judgment) 1:1-2

|. PROPHECIES 1-2
Prophecies of Damascus, Philistia, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, Moab, Judah, Israel

Il. SERMONS 3-6
A. Privileges Despised (Present) 3
B. Sin Described (Past)
C. Punishment To Come (Future) 5-6

lll. VISIONS 7-9
A. Locust 7:1-3
B. Fire 7:4-6
C. Plum-Line 7:7-17
D. Over-Ripe Fruit 8
E. False Altar 9:1-10

Conclusion (Hope) 9:11-15
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HOSEA: -y
LOYAL LOVE HDSEA
TITLE: After prophet who wrote it I_DYAL ’ ",LOVE /

AUTHOR: Hosea = fAJehovah is ¢

DATE of WRITING: 785-725 BC

PLACE of WRITING: North (Israel)

TIME COVERED: 785-725 BC

RECIPIENTS: North (Israel)

KEY VERSE: 3:1 The LORD said to me, "Go, show your love to

your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the
Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes."

KEY WORDL®Swve,® Awhoredom/spiritual adulteryo (14
PURPOSE: to announce that God wil/| chasten His
blessing.

THEME: Loyal love of God for His own despite sin and unfaithfulness.

ADULTEROUS WIFE & FAITHFUL HUSBAND (Hosea 1-3) The book of Hosea starts with a very
sad | ove story. Hosea, Godds prophet, actua-l |y
vi sual t o c¢ o minibhrathe padome. Go d 6

God tells him to marry a woman named Gomer. He is loyal and faithful to her and God, but
she is disloyal to him. She is sexually unfaithful. In fact, many scholar believe the children born to
her are not his. As her immoral lifestyle continues she finds her self taken in slavery and on the
auction block, being sold as a slave. Hosea shows up and pays the price to buy her back, restoring
her as his wife. It is a sad, movi ng s tipthough. Th

ADULTEROUS NATION & FAITHFUL GOD (Hosea 4-14)

In Hosea 4-7 we see that God is Holy - He Hates Sin. The parallel between Gomer and
Israel (the northern 10 tribes) is here elaborately done. Israel is the spiritual wife of God as Gomer is
the physical wife of Hosea. As she became physical unfaithful, so Israel has been spiritually
unfaithful to God, willfully rejecting their sacred relationship and putting idols first. The Jews
worshipped Baal by sacred prostitution and child sacrifice. God remained faithful to them, but they
were unfaithful to Him, abandoning His love. As Gomer, they were unfaithful, unthankful and
unworthy. They gave themselves to others and as a result their health and reputation were ruined.
They only cared about materi al t hi ngs , sfy énd they erided sue desiertetl i n g
and abandoned by their Ol overs. 6 l srael , I i ke
only come by Someone greater coming to their aid.

In Hosea 8-10 we see that God is Just - He Judges Sin. Again visual aids are used to show
Go d 6 sssage: a dying man shows there is no future, a flaming fire shows all will be devoured, a
haffbaked cake shows the tastelessness 0§ theyJews
trusted, a pleasureless vessel shows God has no joy in His people and a forgetful servant shows the
Jews are of no service to God. All these show Israel is guilty before God. Still, God is patient and in
His mercy puts off judgment to give time to repent. However God is also just, and the time to settle
accounts will soon arrive. Barrenness and bondage are coming. While it may be too late for the
nation as a whole, individuals can still turn to God in repentance and receive forgiveness and mercy.
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Finally, in Hosea 11-14 we see that God is Love - He Has Mercy on Sinners. Hosea, like all
the prophets, ends his message on a note of hope. Consolation will follow chastening. A time of
peace and deliverance is coming in the future.

The book concludes with Hosea pleading one last time for the people to repent and turn to
God. God wi Il forgive and restore, as Hosea di
same as fAJoshwua. o |l t 6s written hem apare buethey arg thei n
same in Hebrew. Hosea is a picture of loyal love. He redeemed Gomer by paying a price to buy back
what was already his. God di d wihw&asitennkthewsintand u s
were faithful despite beings hown unf ai thful ness. T h esige bt suffared t s
personal agony because they cared more about the other than their own ease and comfort. They
were willing to pay the price to buy back what was really theirs, to forgive and restore. Each looked
forward to enjoying an intimate relationship with his loved one after restoration: Hosea with Gomer
and God with His people in the millennium. That is the future hope, the consolation which will
eventually come.

One day a little boy wandered into the woods on his way home and got lost. Finally he found
his way home but hid in the barn all night long. He was afraid because he was late. His parents were
up all night searching the woods for him because they loved and missed him. Had he understood
their concern he could have spent the night in his bed with his family. The same is true of us and
God. He is anxious and willing to have us back, it is our choice to stay away.

OUTLINE OF HOSEA

|. ADULTEROUS WIFE and FAITHFUL HUSBAND (Hosea and Gomer) 1-3
(Narrative, Symbolic lllustration i The Prodigal Wife)
A. Sin of Gomer 1
B. Punishment of Gomer 2
C. Pardon of Gomer 3

IIl. ADULTEROUS NATION and FAITHFUL GOD (God and Israel) 4-14
(Sermons, Spiritual Truth i The Prodigal People)
A. Sin of Israel 4-7
B. Punishment of Israel 8-10
C. Pardon of Israel 11-14
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ISAIAH: [ SAIAH
GOD IS SALVATION T l'_

TITLE: After prophet who wrote it A LU
AUTHOR: | saiah ASalvation is o |
DATE of WRITING: 722-681 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Judah

TI ME COVERED: F r o mterhitg fature (méssages |
cover reign of 5 kings)

RECIPIENTS: Southern kingdom, Judah

KEY VERSE: 6:1-3 In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord
seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled
the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces,

with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another:
"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory."

KEY WORDS: AHoly Onhemefk,| §fadhbge/ Pdgment o 52 ti me
PURPOSE: Outward religious activity without an inner attitude of love & submission brings judgment
THEME: God is holy and man is not, therefore unless sin is confessed and removed judgment comes

The Old Testament is divided into three main sections: History (Genesis - Esther), Poetry (Job
- Ecclesiastes) and the Prophets (Isaiah - Malachi). The largest prophetic books come first (Major
Prophets - Isaiah - Daniel) followed by the smaller books. Isaiah is the first prophetic book we come
to, not because he was the first chronologically but because his book is the largest of all the prophets.
Even more than being foremost in quantity, it is also foremost in quality. Having 66 chapters, like the
Biblehas 66 books, it has been called the Bi l28teesi n
while all the other prophets only use it 7 times combined. It shows much about Jesus and salvation.
The first 39 chaptersshow man & s ¢ o n de mn af salvation, justras tee finst&%®bdoks in the
Bible, the Old Testament, show the same thing. The final 27 chapters of Isaiah, and books of the
Bible (the New Testament) show Godods cTulysthoslisaat i o |
special book!

NEED OF SALVATION (1-39) The book opens foretelling th
Judah, the southern kingdom (1 -12) . Their rebellion and sins a
sinful ness we see (eeddddlis glayto Isamts(6).and thiS bedame the motive

for as well as the content of | saiahds whol e mes

| sai ah doesndt j ust foretell judgment and d
message of judgment He also includes words of hope and restoration in the future. Isaiah is full of
prophecies about the Messiah to come. He is to be born of a virgin (7:14) and come from the line of
David (11:1), called o6l mmanuel &6 (7:14), be @ansstu
(9:2). He is to be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace (9:6).

Next, judgment is seen as coming on the Gentiles, too (13-27). Babylon, Moab, Damascus,
Ethiopia, Egypt and Arabia will also fall to God because of their unconfessed sin. Any who turn
against God, then or in the future, will suffer the same fate.

Judgment will come on the whole world (28-35) as well. One future day the Messiah will return
and judge all who oppose Him while rewarding those who have remained faithful to Him. Assyria,n

willespecial | y be puni shed for its cruel t3)eat ment of
The second section of Isaiah turns from the dismal present to a time of hope in the future.
Even the names of | sai ah-dokl méssage trmtoGod spoke thrbuglc Him. t h i
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AHasten the Spoil, Rush the Prey, o thea nf.ir sitA sRoen
Shall Return, 0 the second son, talked about the
in perfect peace and righteousness. What names! Every time the boys were called into the house for
supper the neighbors heard a sermon preached!

PROVISION OF A SAVIOR (40-66) God is still faithful, even when His people are unfaithful. He will
keep His promises to Abraham and his descendants. A time of comfort will come when the Messiah
will rule and reign forever (40-4 8 ) . Al l Go d éjsdgeel and ramoved. wi | | b

Sin and rebellion will then be removed and all will be perfect righteousness forever (49-57).
This Messiah iscalled t he fSenfaftér for those two words descr
Chapter 53 is especially clear about this, sounding like something one would read in one of the
Gospels. No wonder Isaiah is quoted and referred to in the New Testament more than any other Old
Testament book. Isaiah 53 alone has almost 60 quotes or allusions in the New Testament! It is a
book and chapter that must be understood before the New Testament can be really understood.

Isaiah closes with thoughts about the time when redemption will be finally and totally realized
(58-6 6 ) . Godods people wildl be r eandiworshipped everydvhe@o i 6 s
will take the tribulation for the Jews to turn back to God, but it will happen. Thus, though the present
seems bleak for the Jews, the future looks great because God is in charge of it all. There is hope
because God is in control and God keeps His promises!

| sai ahds painful warning of the consequences
is still holy, and we are not. Sin not covered by the blood of Jesus cries out for judgment, and a
righteous and holy God will ultimately judge sin. The Suffering Servant is still the best answer, in fact
the only answer. Have you confessed your sin and asked for His mercy in covering and removing it?
Thatos the only way tsckwoddve a future in this sin

OUTLINE OF ISAIAH

I. NEED OF SALVATION (Gr oani ng Under God3s Judgment) 1
A. Judgment on Judah 1-12
1. Judahoés -4Rebel lion 1
2. lsaiahoés -&ommi ssi on 5
3. Judahos-12Messi ah 9
B. Judgment on Gentiles 13-27
1. Judgment on Babylon and Moab 13-16
2. Judgment on Damascus, Ethiopia, Egypt 17-20
3. Judgment on Arabia and Tyre 21-23
4. Judgment on Future Nations 24-27
C. Judgment on World 28-35
1. Judgment is Coming 28-30
2. King is Coming 31-35
D. Judgment on Assyria 36-39

II. PROVISION OF A SAVIOR (Gl ori fying in Go#@6s Salvation) 40
A. Redemption Promised 40-48
1. Comfort fod0-48o0dbs Peopl e
2. Judgmentf or Godo6s44B&h emi e s
B. Redemption Provided 49-57
1. Prince of Peace 49-51
2. Suffering Servant 52-57
C. Redemption Realized 58-66
1. Godébés Peoplé2 Restored 58
2. Godds Gl ory-66Recogni zed 63
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MICAH:
HOPE

TITLE: After prophet who wrote it
AUTHOR: Micah

DATE of WRITING: 749 - 697 BC
PLACE of WRITING: Judah

TIME COVERED: 749 BC - eternity
RECIPIENTS: Judah & Israel

KEY VERSES: 4:1-4 In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief
among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and peoples will stream to it. Many nations will
come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob.

He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.". They will beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will

they train for war anymore.

KEY WORDS: OHearo 9 times; O6desolationdé 4 ti mes
PURPOSE: Judgment is coming, but eventually Israel will be restored.

THEME: Despite coming judgment, there is hope in the future.

Scientists once did an experiment where they took a number of pigs and put them in deep
water. The pigs struggled for 24 hours and then drowned. Next they took another group and put
them in deep water, just like the first group. However after 12 hours they allowed them to get out for
30 minutes. Then they put them back in. This group lasted 40 hours before drowning. Why did the
second group last almost twice as long as the first? It was because they had the hope of being
rescued again. Hope made all the difference.

HOPELESSNESS We live in a world today that is full of hopelessness. Music, art, movies and other
areas of our culture clearly show this. The large numbers of people who suffer from addictions or
psychological problems also point to this as a time of hopelessness. AIDS, nuclear warfare, financial
pressures, breakdown of interpersonal relationships and pressures in the work place bring fear and
emptiness. With no stable anchor to hold onto and nothing sure in the future, all people have is
today. And when that goes sour there seems to be nothing left. Satan, the Prince of this World,
promotes hopelessness for it causes people to think that death is their best alternative. As the
kingdom of darkness grows, so does the suicide rate. All of this is because man has no hope.

GODS oHaOme definition of the word 6hopemetbhdayg v
like to happen. Oftenwhen al | el se fails and disaster seems
hope for the best. o This iwmeén iwthauasddhet Be bwer d
Bi ble uses the worridngo htogpedc anf iidse nnsdaesthingrisaldl®e . 6
certain, its as sure as if it already happened.
confident assurance is that all things work together for good, God is in charge of everything that
happens and it is all for our maturity and His glory, that Jesus may return for us at any moment, that
when we die we will spend eternity with Jesus, and that we can never lose our salvation. Our hope is

not in something we wish for but something we are assured of, so we have nothing to fear.

MI CAH6S MWOPEe each of the prophets offers hope
judgment, Micah especially focuses on that. Each prophet concluded his message by talking about
the future time of deliverance which God would provide for His faithful people, Micah goes into extra
detail about this.  Micah himself lived and ministered during the time of Isaiah. While Isaiah was a
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well-known prophet who ministered to rich, city people, Micah was an unknown who preached to poor
country people. Both ministered during the time the Northern Kingdom was falling to Assyria.

PROPHECY OF JUDGMENT (1-3) Although it will be several more generations until the Southern
Kingdom actually falls, the final countdown has begun. It is too late to turn, for they are too
committed to their sinful path. Judgment is approaching. Their wound is incurable. Sin is rampant.
The family unit has broken down. Materialism, stealing and scheming are common. People take
advantage of the poor. The leaders are selfish and self-centered. They hate good and love evil.
False prophets abound and false truths are accepted as truth. Even the priests have turned from
God, just teaching what will bring in the greatest offering. While there is no hope for the nation, there
is still hope for the individual. Mercy is still available for each person who turns to God for salvation
and forgiveness. They wo n 0t escape the results of sin i
consequences of hell.

PROMISE OF RESTORATION (4-5) Using almost the same words that Isaiah used, Micah writes
about the hope the faithful Jews still have. He talks in detail about the millennium when the temple
will be rebuilt and people will worship God once again. The Messiah will rule and reign, bringing
peace to all. All will return to garden of Eden conditions. What a glorious hope that is for Israel!
Micah says that the King who will rule over this kingdom will be born in Bethlehem (5:2).

PLEA FOR REPENTANCE (6-7) Because of this Micah pleas with the people to repent from their
halfhearted worship, empty ritual, persistent rebellion, deception, hypocrisy, corruption, greed and
idolatry. Judgment will come because of that, but there is a glorious future for Israel when their
borders will be expanded and all nations will come to Jerusalem to worship and serve the Messiah
King. What a glorious hope that is for them all!

OUR BLESSED HOPE We have a hope even greater than the Jews had. We have a far distant
hope of spending eternity with God, too. We have a near future hope of the rapture or, if we die first,
being immediately with God in heaven. We have a present hope as well. All things DO work
together, there IS a plan and purpose for all that happens, God IS sovereign and does all because He
loves us. Where would we be without that hope? When the Roman Empire started falling apart,

many turned to Jesus because of the hope they

times are similar to those of the early church as well as Israel before judgment came. We, too, can
shine our light of hope in a dark and hopeless world. Remember, the hope of the world is Jesus!

OUTLINE OF MICAH

. PROPHECY OF JUDGMENT( Judgment on Go86s Peopl e) 1
A. Judgment is Certain 1
B. Greedy People 2
C. Unjust Leaders 3:1-4
D. False Prophets 3:5-8
E. Perverse Priests 3:9-12

S

1. PROMI SE OF RESTORATION (Bl®ssing for Godds Peopl ¢

. Life During the Kingdom 4:1-6

. Events Before the Kingdom 4:9-13
. His Coming 5:1-3

. His Kingdom 5:4-7

. His Conquest 5:8-15

I T PLEA FOR REPENTANCE (Laws-dits against Godods
. Indictment #1 6:1-5

. Confession #1 6:6-8

. Indictment #2 6:9-16

. Confession #2 7:1=10

moOmx>

o0Ow>
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NAHUM:
JUSTICE

TITLE: After Prophet who wrote it

AUTHOR : Nahum (AComfort
DATE of WRITING: 661 - 612 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Israel

TIME COVERED: About 50 years

RECIPIENTS: Nineveh

KEY VERSE: 3:5-7 "l am against you," declares
the LORD Almighty. "I will lift your skirts over
your face. | will show the nations your nakedness
and the kingdoms your shame. | will pelt you
with filth, 1 will treat you with contempt and make you a spectacle. All who see you will flee from you

and say, 'Nineveh is in ruins-- who will mourn for her?' Where can | find anyone to comfort you?"

KEY WORD: AVengeance/ Revengeo 3 times

PURPOSE: About 150 years after Jonahos r etheirval,
destruction because of sin.

THEME: The justice of God in destroying Nineveh

Suppose someone invited you out to lunch and took you to a nice restaurant. They ordered
expensive food for both of you, enjoyed the meal, then got up and walked out without waiting for the
check. When you asked themwhyt hey di dndét pay theg whkewnodina/p o i
had to pay and werenodét prepared to pay. They ]
Everyone knows you must pay for what you do. Or do they? Often people sin assuming theyd | | nev
have to pay for it. God holds each one accountable for their sin. Unless it is put under the blood of
Jesus, it remains on the account of the one who committed the sin.

Nineveh is a prime example of this. Founded by Nimrod, who also founded Babel, it was a
large, virtually impregnable city. The walls were 100 feet high and wide enough for 3 chariots to ride
side by side. In addition there were 1,500 towers which were 200 feet high. A moat 60 feet deep and
140 feet wide surrounded the whole city. The walls were 60 miles long, making the city about 350
square miles. The Tigris River flowed along one side and the Khoser River came through the town.
This provided valuable water as well as further protection. Suburbs and fields surrounded the city. At
least 1 million people lived there. These were cruel, heartless people. They had a mania for blood
and savagery, comparable to the worst in Nazi Ge
enjoyed bringing the worst suffering and miser y possi bl e. J 0 n ashearker hade v i
completely faded and their evil was worse than ever.

JUSTICE DECLARED (1) | dondt know what kind of speaker Na
gifted writer. The book is a beautiful literary masterpiece. He uses special Hebrew words to describe

God. He points out God is very angry at Nineveh fo
patience has limits -- and His limits are almost here. God is all powerful, and withholding judgment so
farwmasndét done because Henoretanef weakepeht Aawcegi veAct u
cruel in destroying Nineveh, He has been very patient with them. Judging them brings justice to the

world and glorifies Him. It just gives them what they chose anyway.
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Ironically, God used the rivers and walls they used for protection to destroy them. That was
His show of justice on them.

JUSTICE DESCRIBED (2) Nahum not only tells WHAT will happen (chapter 1) but also HOW it will
happen (chapter 2). Babylon will use the rivers to flood the city and easily destroy it. Inside the
nobles and people will be so overconfident that they will party and be drunk, not believing Nineveh
could fall. They will be wrong! History records the fall of Nineveh just exactly as God predicted!

JUSTICE DESERVED (3) In chapter 3 the WHY of the destruction is detailed. The people are evil,

cruel and bloody. They are guilty of idolatrous practices, witchcraft and destruction. They will reap

what they sowed. They showed no one mercy, and none will be shown to them. The city will be so
thoroughly destroyed no one will even remember its location. That is what happened. For almost

3,000 years its very location was unknown, until 1842. The city literally sinned itself to death. Itd i d n 0 t
even try to change or think of repenting. It died. Somehow they thought God would judge lesser
nations for lesser sin, but they would escape. Not so. Unfortunately there are many parallels with
America. | remember hearing Billy Graham say thati f God doesnét | ulthgesdo Am
apol ogize to Sodom and Gomorrah! Wel | God isnbod
sin.

No one would think of going into a restaurant and not having to pay for the food they eat, but
many todayt hi nk t hey wonot irgina Vhas applies tp aayionsfandrindividuas both.
Arendét you glad that Jesus paid for your sins on
salvation, you dondét have t osomedimenpw andtibaoktHimfdrahat a n
He has done for you and what He will do for you.

OUTLINE OF NAHUM

|. JUSTICE DELCARED (Wrath against Nineveh) 1
A. The God of Vengeance 1:1-7
B. The Vengeance of God 1:8-15

II. JUSTICE DESCRIBED (Woe in Nineveh) 2
A. The Attack 2:1-5
B. The Defeat 2:6-13

lll. JUSTICE DESERVED (Warning to Nineveh) 3
A. Wickedness Unlimited 3:1-7
B. Warning Unheeded 3:8-10
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ZEPHANIAH:
DAY of the LORD

TITLE: After the prophet who wrote it
AUTHOR: AZephani aho ode
Has Hiddeno

DATE of WRITING: About 630 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Judah (Jerusalem?)

TIME COVERED: 630 BC to eternity future
RECIPIENTS: Judah and Jerusalem

KEY VERSE: 1:7, 12 Be silent before the
Sovereign LORD, for the day of the LORD is near.
The LORD has prepared a sacrifice; he has consecrated those he has invited. ... At that time | will
search Jerusalem with lamps and punish those who are complacent, who are like wine left on its
dregs, who think, 'The LORD will do nothing, either good or bad.'

KEY WORD: f fibay Loesd)p, (RBOesolmati ono (7 times), Adr
PURPOSE: to warn of coming judgment and to comfort the faithful remnant

THEME: Day of the Lord as prefigured by the Babylonian invasion

Everyone would like to know the future. People are hoping to find some answers to what lies

ahead. Unfortunately they assume the future wil
their hope on. But what about when the future gets worse? Then what? Thatwas Go d §age me
through Zephaniah to the peopleof hi s day, and it is Godods messa

hope God could offer to them then was in the distant future -- the Day of the Lord.

JUDGMENT IN THE DAY OF THE LORD (1:1 - 3:8) Zephaniah ministered at the same time as
Jeremiah, when Jerusalem fell to Babylon. While Jeremiah was tender in wooing the people to God,
Zephaniah hammered hard at the nationbds consci en
but it contains some of the strongest statements of judgment in the whole Old Testament. God is the
God of the universe. He is holy and righteous and expects people to live in accordance with his will.
Sin and rebellion MUST be punished. The Jtesigp ha
the coming judgment. Sins of idolatry, indifference, conformity and irresponsibility have gone too far
for too long. Judgment is coming for sure. The only hope is the coming Day of the Lord (see JOEL
for a chart and more information).

This future judgment will include not only Israel but all the Gentile nations, too. It will culminate
with the battle of Armageddon.

SALVATION IN THE DAY OF THE LORD (3:9-20) Then wi l Irejoicing ra® thel s r
Millennium comes. The Jews will repent and turn back to God and the Messiah will rule on
throne forever. Unfortunately it will take the tribulation for them to repent.

Their problem then, as is often also the case today, is complacency. Complacency has been
called the O6aodiomme 0o0f | @horeipsptred p Gemt 8e.compt 6s mor
outright rebellion because it is harder to recognize and change. Lukewarmness is something God
hates (Revelation 3:15-16). Complacency is like a malignancy: lethal when ignored, but conquerable
when confronted. Ask God to point out any complacency that has slipped into your life. Repent and
turn to God for His forgiveness and restoration.
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OUTLINE OF ZEPHANIAH

I. JUDGMENT IN THE DAY OF THE LORD (Revenge) 1-3:8
A. Judgment on Earth 1:1-3
B. Judgment on Judah 1:4-2:3
C. Judgment on Gentiles 2:4-15
D. Judgment on Jerusalem 3:1-7
E. Judgment on All Nations 3:8

Il. SALVATION IN THE DAY OF THE LORD (Restoration) 3:9-20

A . | srael 6s Reégathering 3:9
B . | srael 0s 1RE3pent ance 3:
C.lsrael 6s Reqfl®micing 3:14

D.l srael 6s Re-#80eemer 3:16
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HABAKKUK:
PATIENCE

TITLE: After prophet who wrote it

AUTHOR: Habakkuk (fAembr e
DATE of WRITING: 610 - 599 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Judah

TIME COVERED: J u d a @odgsiest by Babylon
RECIPIENTS: Judah, just before conquest

KEY VERSE: 2:4 "See, he is puffed up; his desires
are not upright-- but the righteous will live by his
faith--

KEY WORDS: AWhy o AWoeodo (5 times)

PURPOSE: Habakkuk i s ¢ o meatdacknoé eabncernv ea b dGwtd 6 3 u dagpdas
says He will discipline them through Babylon, then judge Babylon.

THE ME : Godbés patience in dealing with man

What do you do when you find yourself in a world ruled by evil, when people around you flout
the will of God, yet God does nothing about it? That is the problem Habakkuk faced. Month after

mont h, year after year he saw his nation falling
he cries out. Then God starts doing something - He disciplines His people withtheBa by |l oni ans
they are worsethenwear e! 0 Habakkuk cries. Al know, 0 God s

Habakkuk is 3 short, pointed chapters. It consists of dialogue between Habakkuk and God
about what 6s d&auphpetoacnept acodds deal i ngs whéeem we d
applies to us today individually when things harg
nation for we, too, have turned far from God.

PROBLEMS (1) Why does God allow His people to live in sin? Why do the wicked prosper? Why
does God allow His people to live in sin, oppressing and taking advantage of the minority who try to
remain faithful to Him?

People today ask the same thing: w h yeopld suéfes?n 6 t
Why do unfair things happen? How can God let abortion continue? The answer that He gives to
Habakkuk is that He is patient. We must be patient to await His making wrong right. After all, if He
werenot patient wit hIf Heswoudmave jadged this Watld befere weevere born
where would we be? Patience is an important virtue in those who would be like Jesus. It is very
lacking today. Everything must happen fast and efficiently. Our very lives are full of trying to cram
more and more into them. God tells us to patiently wait for Him (Psalm 27:14; 40:1). God is never
|l ate, but Heds never early either. There is no
is a patient God.

Before long, though, God tells Habakkuk, He will di sci pl i ne the peopl
Babyloni ans. He i snét indi fferent to sin, He has
guestion to Habakkuk, though. The Babylonians were worse than the Jews! Has God changed His
standards? No, the Jews were more accountable. Will God forsake His people entirely? If so, what
about His promises to Abraham? How will having His special people destroyed bring glory to God?
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SOLUTION(2) God answers these quest i orngHinotliat He & bightedusu k 0 ¢
-- He will judge Babylon, too. Those who are righteous will be spared the eternal consequences of
sin, but not the temporal. AThe just shall [
Testament (Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38). This verse was what God used to
motivate Martin Luther to start the Reformation. God says the ungodly, whether Jew or Babylonian,

will perish and the godly, whoever they are, will have eternal life. God says He is not indifferent to

sin, He will judge it (Galatians 6 : 7 ) . A, B eH apbaatkikeunkt, 6 God i s saying
herel! o But patience is hard to | earn. It doe:
difficulties to stretch us and teach us patience (Romans 5:3; Job 1:21; James 5:11). We only see

how great God is when we patiently wait for Him to act.

PRAISE 3) Habakkuk realized Goddés sovereign power a
hands and under control. God is in control of the forces of nature as well as the nations of the world.

Even though it seemed things were out of control, God was (and is) still in control. He closes with a
tremendous affirmation of Godos sovereign contro
God no matter what. Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though

the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle

in the stalls, yet | will rejoice in the LORD, | will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign LORD is

my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights.

OUTLINE OF HABAKKUK

|. PROBLEMS (Habakkuk Questions) 1
A. Question 1: AWhy Does G&dnARbB4 ow: HHi s Peopl e
B. An s wedWillUse the Babyloniansto Di sci pl i ne-11t he Jewso 1

C. Question 2: AHow Can God Al |l ow UnR2biel i evers
[I. SOLUTION (God Answers) 2
Answer 2: AGod is righteous oa#@:wi I | judge Ba

lll. PRAISE (Habakkuk Responds) 3
A. Praise for God®& Person 3:1-3
B. Praise for the God®& Power 3:4-7
C. Praise for the God®& Purpose 3:8-16
D. Praise because of Faith in God 3:17-19
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BIBLE OVERVIEW )

17. ASSYRIAN
CAPTIVITY

MAIN EVENTS: North (Israel) Captive into Assyria

MAIN PEOPLE: ASSYRIAN
VITY

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: CAPTI

(NORTH)
BIBLE VERSE: 2 Kings 17:18 So the Lord was very angry with Israel and
removed them from his presence. Only the tribe of Judah was left.

TIME: 722 BC

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:
Zoroaster in Persia

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine to Assyria

Prophets @
Joseph

Solomon
Jacob Judges  David ASSYRIAN CAPT.
Flood Isaac Joshua Saul Split
| Babel Abraham Moses | |
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1BC
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During this time in Bible history the
Northern Kingdom, Israel, was taken captive
by Assyria. Assyria was the leading world
power in the area and was very cruel. They
brought nation after nation under their
control. They attacked Israel three or four
times and forced them to pay a heavy tribute
to Assyria. Shalmaneser then attacked and,
after a three year siege of the capital city,
Samaria, defeated it in 720 BC. The
Northern Kingdom, Israel, had existed as a
nation for almost 200 years. Every one of
their nineteen kings was evil, not one was
godly.

It was the practice of the Assyrians to
completely destroy each country it captured
by taking off a large number of the people
there and moving in people who had been
captured from other nations. This left the
north, Samaria, with a mixture of Jews and
Gentiles who intermarried over time and

,L'—q( oo became a race of half Jews half Gentiles.
Sirag = This is why Nehemiah rejected their help
S .y O.'r_ TIMES rebuilding the city and why Samaritans were

sorejectedi n Jesusbo
20; 4; John 4:1-9; Luke 10:33; 17:16; John

8:44). God did not allow them to conquer Judah because He did not want His godly remnant there to
be moved to other countries and have their descendants intermarry. So He did not allow Assyria to
defeat Judah and take them captive as well.

When these ten tribes went, i ibo
each of them had already moved to the south, Judah. Thus the Southern Kingdom, Judah, became
in effect the true Jewish nation containing the believers from all twelve tribes. So the nation stayed
together as a whole and no t r i{)e Butthoserwdo wele talkeh ©
Assyria never returned, and the Northern Kingdom, Israel, never existed as such again.

What a sad ending for people who were so richly blessed by God. We see that pattern over
and over throughout the Bible: God reaches out in love and grace, but the response is rejection and
disobedience. Still He is willing to forgive, to restore and to continue His blessings. Most reject Him,
though. That is still the case today.
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

138.
BABYLONIAN
CAPTIVITY

MAIN EVENTS: The Jews in Captivity in Babylon
MAIN PEOPLE: Jeremiah
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Jeremiah, Lamentations

BIBLE VERSE: Jeremiah 21:14 | will punish you as your deeds deserve, declares the LORD.

2 Chronicles 36:15-19 The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent word to them through his messengers
again and again, because he had pity on his people and on his dwelling place. 16 But they mocked
God's messengers, despised his words and scoffed at his prophets until the wrath of the Lord was
aroused against his people and there was no remedy. 17 He brought up against them the king of the
Babylonians, who killed their young men with the sword in the sanctuary, and spared neither young
man nor young woman, old man or aged. God handed all of them over to Nebuchadnezzar. 18 He
carried to Babylon all the articles from the temple of God, both large and small, and the treasures of
the Lord's temple and the treasures of the king and his officials. 19 They set fire to God's temple and
broke down the wall of Jerusalem; they burned all the palaces and destroyed everything of value
there.

TIME: 586 BC
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine, Babylon

Split _ L?
Propheté‘ssy”an C

Joseph Solomon  BABYLONIAN
Jacob Judges  David CAPT.
Flood Isaac Joshua Saul
| | Babel Abraham Moses
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1
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This section of the Bible overview focuses on the nation of Judah also going into captivity.

The Southern Kingdom, Judah, existed as a nation for about 150 years after the North went
into captivity to Assyria. They existed as a nation for about 350 years. They had twenty kings but
only eight of them were godly, and most of those were not godly for their whole reign.

Despite repeated warnings by the prophets, the Southern Nation turned from God and
continued following pagan gods and idols. There were a few times of revival, but those were short-
lived. Finally, judgment came from the nation Babylon, which had replaced Assyria as the power in
that part of the world. Their empire was growing as they captured one nation after another.

In 605 BC Babylon attacked and took many captives from Judah, including Daniel (Daniel 1:1-
6). Then in 597 BC Jehoiakim was taken into captivity (2 Chronicles 36:5-6). Three months and ten
days later Jehoiachin, along with other members of the royal family, were also taken into captivity (2
Chronicles 36:9-10; 2 Kings 24:15-17). Finally, in 586 BC, after a siege of a year and a half,
Jerusalem was conquered and destroyed. Most of the people were taken into captivity, along with
articles from the temple. Only the poorest people remained (2 Kings 25).

After seventy years God allowed His people to return to their land (Jeremiah 25:12; 29:10).
This happened in 516 BC when Cyrus allowed some Jews to return to the land of Palestine. The
Babylonian Captivity had a lasting impact on the Jews, however. For one thing, they have never
again wandered into idolatry, even to this very day. Also, they turned from an agrarian culture of
farmers and shepherds, to business men. They remain among the best and most successful
business men in the world to this very day. Despite their failure to accept Jesus as their Lord and

Savior, He still protects and blesses His chosen people.
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JEREMIAR:
FINAL CHANCE:

TITLE: After Prophet Who Wrote It

AUTHOR: Jeremiah, prophet for 66 years

DATE of WRITING: About 650 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Judah and then Egypt

TIME COVERED: 626 - 560 BC

RECIPIENTS: Jews in Judah & Jerusalem

KEY VERSE: 21:7, 14 After that, declares the LORD, | will
hand over Zedekiah king of Judah, his officials and the
people in this city who survive the plague, sword and

famine, to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and to their CHANCE
enemies who seek their lives. He will put them to the sword; T
he will show them no mercy or pity or compassion.' ... | will l l

punish you as your deeds deserve, declares the LORD. | will

kindle a fire in your forests that will consume everything

around you.™

KEY WORDS: #Alniquity/sin/transgressiono 53 times
PURPOSE: To show that the sin of Judah brings Babylonian captivity.

THEME: Last appeal for Judah to avoid judgment by repenting and turning from sin.

Gravity is one of the unbreakable laws God has built into his universe. What goes up must
come down. Slip on ice and you 6 | | go down. The | aw candét obde b
has other | aws with consequences, too. They all
most firm of these is that sin brings judgment. Break this principle by sinning and there will be
consequences. Unfortunately we learn about these laws the hard way: falling on ice or suffering the
consequences of our sin. The Jews living in Judah after the split learned this the hard way, too. God
sent Jeremiah to warn them but they refused to listen until it was too late.

JEREMIAH was called to be a prophet when he was quite young. God forbid him to marry because

of the terrible times. He ministered for 66 years, during the reigns of the last five kings of Judah. His
message broke hi s heart, and he often criedaléde®dhe hepdl
prophet . 0 Hi s words hurt him so , muthGotdatvobhlkdnv
Despite his long faithfulness, he never had one convert. He was rejected, hated, beaten, put in
stocks and prison, and charged with treason. After Jerusalem was captured by the Babylonians he

was forced to go to Egypt by a group of Jews who fled there for freedom. Jeremiah died at an old

age in Egypt, perhaps being stoned to death.

LAST CHANCE FOR THE JEWS (chapters 1-45) God, through Jeremiah, warns the Jews of coming
destruction. They have been too evil too long. It is too late for national repentance, but individuals
can still repent and find salvation. None do. They have lost sight of the seriousness of sin. No one
but Jeremiahand per haps a small faithful remnant wi | |
people were hypocritical, prideful, arrogant and indifferent to God. Outwardly they were living in a
time of great success and prosperity, but inwardly they were corrupt and empty. Jeremiah tried to
show the people the sinfulness of their ways by
or feasts, and used object lessonstoi | | ustr athe. GoHle& ssmawuhed a <cl ay
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sovereignty over the nation He had formed. At another time he wore a wooden yoke to show the
people they would soon be in bondage.

Still, there is a ray of hope among the judgment. They will be allowed to return to Jerusalem
after 70 years in captivity, and there is a future time of deliverance coming when God Himself will rule
forever on Davidodéds throne. I n anticipation of
before the city falls when everything seems hopeless.

As the people became aware of their danger and that destruction by Babylon seemed certain
and soon, they still would not repent. They were too hard and prideful by this time. Even after
Babylon came and destroyed the city and kiledoren s | aved most of the peopl

toGod. Goddés | aw that sin must be judged cannot be ¢k
LAST CHANCE FOR GENTILES (chapters 46-5 1) This principle of rea
just apply to Jews, but to ALL the nations, and all who dondét repent wills al

sin, first among His people (1 Peter 4:17) but ultimately among everyone.

GOD STILL JUDGES SIN TODAY Lest anyone think God has changed this principle, look at the
cross. That is ultimate proof of what God thinks of sin. If He would be willing to judge it on His only

bel oved Son, how can we think He wondét judge it
found at the cross. By accepting what Jesus did for us in accepting God 6s j udgnmsapwe on
have forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus took our consequences, we must freely accept His gift of

sal vation. I f not, our sins wil!/ be judged. A
did and we eandtespdchadGod likeahat. One day, sooner or later, He will judge the sins
ofthi s country and world because man today, | ike i

that God judges sin. Still, we can have eternal salvation in Him no matter what this life brings by
accepting His payment for our sins. What a God of grace and mercy He is! Make sure all your sins
are covered by the blood of Jesus!

OUTLINE OF JEREMIAH
Preface: Jeremi ahoés Cal l 1

. LAST CHANCE FOR THE JEWS 2-45

A. Condemnation of Judah 2-25
1. Judah Under Judgment 2-6
2. Judah in Idolatry 7-10
3. Judah in Rebellion 11-15
4. Judah in Sin 16-20
5. Judah in Captivity 21-25

B. Criticism of Jeremiah 26-29

C. Future Restoration of Judah 30-33

D. Jeremiah in Jerusalem 34-45
1. Jerusalem Before the Fall 34-36
2. Jerusalem During the Fall 37-39
3. Jerusalem After the Fall 40-45

II. LAST CHANCE FOR THE GENTILES 46-51
Egypt, Philistia, Moab, Ammon, Edom, Damascus, Arabia, Elam, Babylon

Appendix: Jerusal e m6s Fal | 52
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LAMENTATIONS:
SIN BRINGS SORROW LAME

TITLE: FromSept uagint, Jer emi a
AUTHOR: Jeremiah

DATE of WRITING: About 586 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Jerusalem

TIME COVERED: Fall of Jerusalem - 586 BC
RECIPIENTS: Judah & Jerusalem as well as all who
observed fall of Jerusalem

KEY VERSE: 1:1 How deserted lies the city, once so
full of people! How like a widow is she, who once was great among the nations! She who was queen
among the provinces has now become a slave.

KEY WORDS: Zion (Jerusalem, 15 times), Jerusalem (7 times), desolate (7 times)

PURPOSE: To show Jeremiahdés sorrow over Jerusal
THEME: A lament over the destruction of Jerusalem

Put yourself in this unsavory situation for a moment: someone has been trying to hurt you for
some time. They stop at nothing to embarrass and criticize you. They tell your friends lies about you
and have even tried to harm you physically. As time goes on this just gets worse. Then you hear
they have had an accident and got hurt -- not seriously but painfully. What would your inner response
be? How would you feel inside? Would you cry out loud in misery for them? Jeremiah was in a
similar situation, with people who tortured and tried to kill him. When they suffered he cried long and
hard because these were his people and hisnation. Thus he i s known as the

LAMENTATION AiTo | ament 06 means fito cry out in grief,
is 5 funeral dirges,a eul ogy i n a thg saddest oakrindhe 8ible. It was svritten about
the fall of the nation Israel in 586 BC. The Jews never really ruled their own land again until 1946 AD.

Suppose China invaded your country and worked its way across the land, destroying all
buildings and crops and either killing or enslaving all the people. Famine would have gotten so bad
that people would eat anything to live, even their own babies. Towns are destroyed, people are
killed. Dead bodies bloat and pop under the hot sun. What few survivors remain are marched off to
slavery. That is what happened to Judah and Jerusalem. Jeremiah knew it was coming and, for 40
years, warned the people to repent but not one did. As he saw the destruction all around him he
wrote his feelings down in 5 melancholy poems, each of 22 verses (except the middle one which is
three times as long -- 66 verses). The first four are acrostic to make memory easier. Each poem
ends in prayer to God.

Jerusalem is destitute (chapter 1). Jerusalem is pictured as a solitary widow, sitting and mourning
in lonely sorrow. She is pictured as crying and wailing, asking for sympathy and mercy but getting
none. In her pride and self-centeredness she has been humbled. Her grief is described in chapter 1.
In chapter 2 God is angry because of thepe op | e 6 s iswhg they ard suffeting. Sin brings
sorrow. Unbelievably bad things are happening to them because of their refusal to repent of their sin
and obey God. Still, God is a God of mercy who forgives and restores so chapter 3 (the long poem)
talks about how Jeremiah is hopeful. His words throb with pain as he identifies himself with his
suffering people. The Jews are learning the hard way that sin brings sorrow. It seems that everyone
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needs to learn that lesson for themselves, the hard way. There are no exceptions to that principle,
even the innocent suffer for the sins of the others. Jeremiah puts his hope in God, though.

Again the misery is described as chapter 4 again tells how Jerusalem is defeated. Contrasts
are shown between how she was and how she now is. Her riches and glory have been replaced by

famine and misery. ltdés too | ate. Al l this 1is
believe it would really happen to them, even though they saw it happen to their sister country in the
nort h, |l srael , 150 years ago. The | eaders who w
people.

The final chapter, 5, shows that Joy is absent among the people. They appeal to Jeremiah
for help and tell him of their distress and misery. In this final brief but forceful poem they pray to God
to restore them. They recognize Godods sovereign
you have utterly rejected usandareangry wi t h us beyond measureo.

The message of the book is obvious: sin brings sorrow. It started in Eden and has been
happening ever since. IfwesinHe wondét force us to repent, but
our sin. Remember, sin does bring sorrow!

OUTLINE OF LAMENTATIONS

|. DESPAIR 1-2

A. Jerusalem is Empty 1
1. No People 1:1-11
2. No Sympathy 1:12-22

B. God is Angry 2
1. An Angry God 2:1-10
2. A Weeping Prophet 2:11-19
3. A Fallen City 2:20-22

II. HOPE 3
A.Jer e mi artalé 8:1-18
B.Jeremiahbs Hop&9 3: 19
C. Jeremi aho$6 Prayer 3:40

[Il. DETERMINATION 4-5
A. Jerusalem is Defeated 4
1. A Stricken City 4:1-11
2. An Exposed City 4:12-22
B. Joy is Absent 5
1. i Re mesndb elb : U
2. eBRore P80 5: 19
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

19. DANIEL

MAIN EVENTS: Daniel in captivity in Babylon
MAIN PEOPLE: Daniel, Hananniah, Azariah, Mishael
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Daniel. Ezekiel

BIBLE VERSE: Daniel 6:10-11 Now when Daniel learned that
the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs
room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three
times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving
thanks to his God, just as he had done before.

TIME: 605 - 536 BC
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine, Babylon

L

Split _ E?
Propheté‘SSyrIan c

Joseph Solomon  BABYLONIAN
Jacob Judges  David CAPT.
Flood Isaac Joshua Saul
| Babel Abraham Moses | |
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 1

The man Daniel is special enough to be

' .| remembered in our Bible overview. He lived in
\%:« @‘ Babylon during the time the Jews were taken
g M’ibA

HiTTiTES

there in captivity. He was a great man of prayer,
of faithfulness, and received many wonderful
revelations from God. He was taken to Babylon
in 605 BC (Daniel 1:1-6). He lived a life bringing
glory to God. Ezekiel was also in Babylon at this
time, having been taken there in 597 BC.

SNINEVAK

This was another sad stage in our
overview, but one which God used to bring His
people, at least some of them, back to Him. Itis
similar to the time they went into captivity in
Egypt. Neither would have to happen had they
stayed faithful and obedient to God.

Deseer

NCIENT NEAR EA
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DANIEL:
SOVEREIGNTY

TI TLE: ADani eldged AGod i s |
AUTHOR: Daniel

DATE of WRITING: 605 - 525 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Babylon

TIME COVERED: 80 yrs (605-525 BC)

RECIPIENTS: Jews in Babylon

KEY VERSE: 7:13-18 "In my vision at night I looked, and
there before me was one like a son of man, coming with
the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days
and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples,
nations and men of every language worshipped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will
not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. "I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit,
and the visions that passed through my mind disturbed me. | approached one of those standing there
and asked him the true meaning of all this. "So he told me and gave me the interpretation of these
things: 'The four great beasts are four kingdoms that will rise from the earth. But the saints of the
Most High will receive the kingdom and will possess it forever-- yes, for ever and ever.’

KEY WORDS:g808 kit i me s ; ftkiinmegsd,o nioDa5n5 el 6 74 t i mes
PURPOSE : To show Godos greatness and plan for

t he

THE ME : Goddés sovereignty over nations and peopl

OUTLINE OF DANIEL

| . GOD6S SOVEREI GNTY ©@VER GENTI LES 1
A. Faithful Boys (Daniel is 15 years old) 1
B. Vision of the Statue (Daniel is 18 years old) 2
C. Into the Furnace (Daniel is 20 years old) 3
D. Nebuchadnezzar Humbled (Daniel is 76 years old) 4
E. Handwriting on the Wall (Daniel is 86 years old) 5
F. Into the Lions Den (Daniel is 93 years old) 6
G. Vision of the 4 Beasts (Daniel is 53 years old) 7

Il 1. GOD6S SOVEREI GNTIZ OVER JEWS 8
A. Vision of the 2 Beasts (Daniel is 54 years old) 8
B. Vision of the Weeks (Daniel is 94 years old) 9

C. Vision of Israelds Foeslddnl® future (Dani e

1. Satantos 100pposi
2. Antichristdés Opposition 11
3. | srael 6s Deliverance 12
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MEET DANIEL

Suppose tonight your country was attacked and defeated, and the victorious enemies took you
from your family to their capital to serve them. What would you think? How would you feel? What

would you do? That os exactly what happened to

when He was 14 when Judah was defeated (Daniel 1:1-2).

INTO CAPTIVITY (14 years old) The name, Daniel, means @A God i s higsedlyj ud

parents brought him up in the faith of the Lord. The northern kingdom, Israel, had long ago fallen to
Assyria. Many in the south (Judah) thought that would never happen to them. His parents thought
differently and prepared him for it. Still, how does one prepare for losing their family, friends, home

land --everyt hing they have? He knew God was sbever

rested his hope on.

KI NG6S TRAI NI NG RBe3GRA Maniél Was chosen to be put into a special
training program to serve the King of Babylon. It was a great opportunity to live a good life instead of
dying young from overwork as a slave. Anyone would have jumped at the chance, and he thanked

God for it, but there was a catch. He would havet o di sobey God o6 skoshex fsod.a nd

Even though He knew He could be sent out to toil as a slave, He refused to eat. The end does not
justify the means. He would be faithful, God would take care of the consequences if He desired.
Praise be to God, He chose to prosper him and honor his stand. Glory to His name!

NEBUCHADNEZZARGO6S DREAM Gdo® angtheraproblemopredented itself.

Nebuchadnezzar, the king, had an awful dream. Hewouldnét t el |  h iatdt wasdowvhe knew s

t h @ yndke up with some interpretation to please him. He could only know they had supernaturally
received an interpretation if they also received the dream itself. Of course, none of them could know
the dream, so he decided to kill them all! By His grace, God revealed the dream and its meaning to
Daniel and he passed it on to the king, making sure God got all the glory for it! The dream was of a
large statue whose gold head stood for Babylon, silver chest for Medo-Persia, bronze thighs for
Greece and iron legs for Rome. It was an outline of world history.

IDOL WORSHIP (20 years old) Nebuchadnezzar was so impressed by the dream he decided
to make it all apply to himself. In his pride he built a golden statue and had everyone worship it.
Daniel was away on assignment, so his friends Hannaniah, Azariah and Mishael had to decide what
to do. To refuse to worship meant death. They refused to worship and were to be thrown into a fiery
furnace. They knew God was able to deliverthem,but t hey di a waS His vilirfoo themiorf
not. It was, and they were protected from the flames. All that happened was that the ropes that
bound them were burnt away. Praise God for His sovereign control!

VISION # 1 (53 years old) Many years later God gave Daniel more details about the coming
world empires from his day to the end. Instead of a statue God used animals to describe
characteristics of the coming kingdoms: lion for Babylon, bear for Media-Persia, leopard for Greece
and beast for Rome (Daniel 7 ) . Gwerignsconsol over history future was clearly revealed (1
Chronicles2 9: 11) . AiOur God is in heaven, He does
understand all about Him and what He does (Isaiah 55:8), it is all by His sovereign choice (Revelation
4:11). He controls the angels, nature, history past, present and future and all mankind.

VISION # 2 (54 years old) Shortly after, God gave him many more details about the middle
two empires, the ones soon coming (Daniel 8). Those were the ones he was most interested in. A
ram (Medo-Persia) and goat (Greece) were used in this vision. The focus was more on their
enemies, preparing them for what would come. Alexander the Great and Antiochus Epiphanes were
prophesied and many details given. God is in control of nations, even each individual in each nation.
Daniel was greatly humbled by this, as anyone who thought about God must be humbled.
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR HUMBLED (76 years old) No't everyone was hum
sovereign control, though. Nebuchadnezzar was very prideful and arrogant, taking credit for great
Babylon as if he had done it wi tibld:Rot34)6Gu ltkdefusedte! p!
humble himself, so God allowed him to live and act like an animal for seven years until he turned to
God for help and deliverance. God healed and restored him, and then he gave all the credit and glory
to God!

HANDWRITING ON THE WALL (86 years old) Before too long, though, Belshazzar replaced
his father Nebuchadnezzar as king. He, too, was very proud and mocked God. He blasphemed God
by wusing utensils from Godo6és temple in Jerusale
judgment was coming (Daniel 5). No one could read it, so Daniel was sent for to interpret it for them.
The prophecy was fulfilled that very night when Darius and his Medo-Persian army entered the
complacent city and took over Babylonds kingdom.

L I ONDBES (93 years old) Darius was just as proud and self-sufficient as the rulers before
him had been, so it was easy to trick him into signing a law stating that only he could be worshipped.
When Daniel refused to worship him and was therefore condemned to death, Darius realized his
pride had tricked him but iimselinatsGodcoutd. Bventammong mahye ¢
starving lions he was safe for he was under Gododés sdeédehgumecberer
sleeping in his own bed. Darius recogni zed Godbés t og thrbughcthisrahdr o |
worshipped Him. He wanted everyone in him kingdom to worship his God, too.

VISION # 3 (94 years old) Daniel had been praying to God about the future things He had
revealed to him, asking for more details and information. He knew the Jews could leave Babylon after
70 years of captivity (Jeremiah 25:11-12; 29:10). What then? God told him their future would consist
of 70 7-year periods. The first 483 years will be from when they can return to Jerusalem until when
the Messiah is rejected (Daniel 9). Then after a gap of undetermined time will be one final 7-year
period before the Messiah returns to set Himself
the Lord forever, fortheLor d, t he Lord is the Rock eternal o (I

VISION # 4 (95 years old) After 3 weeks of praying and fasting about these things the Lord
had been showing him, God gave him one more vision. The angel messenger sent with the answer
t o Dani erlwasshelpupdye Sat ands ief ) Amegsl re(hfbreements came to give
victory in this spiritual battle in the heavenlies. God gave Daniel more information about the future,
especially about the coming Antichrist and the battle of Armageddon.

God is totally in control of everything. ors i N
through Him who loved us. For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ JesusourL or d 0 ( Ro
8:37-38).

Hi s message to you is that no matter what h a |
Him do what i s gloSawmhueli3n 18Bi)s eyWeodo st at ed, AThe La
taken away; may the name oft he Lor d be pr)ai sedes us] oHi niy&illlbut s a |
Thy wil | be done. 0 He taught them to pray in t
done. O Make that your pr ay e onfrol dver everythinR@nd everyome. Go
No mater what, trust i n  Hi m. AThough the fig tree does no:

though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and

no cattle in the stalls, yet | will rejoice in the LORD, | will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign
LORD is my strength; He makes my feet like the feet of a deer. He enablesmet o go on t he
(Habakkuk 3:17-19).
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EZEKIEL: :

GODO6S GLORY EZEKIEL

TITLE: After prophet who wrote it GLORY
AUTHOR: Ezek i (AGod ! ‘

el Wi Streng

DATE of WRITING: 592 to 570 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Judea & Babylon
TIME COVERED: 592 to 570 BC - 22 years
RECIPIENTS: Jews, esp those in Babylon

KEY VERSE: 36:17-19, 24-28 "Son of man, when the people of Israel were living in their own land, they
defiled it by their conduct and their actions. Their conduct was like a woman's monthly uncleanness in
my sight. So | poured out my wrath on them because they had shed blood in the land and because
they had defiled it with their idols. | dispersed them among the nations, and they were scattered
through the countries; | judged them according to their conduct and their actions. ... "For | will take
you out of the nations; | will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your own land. |
will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; | will cleanse you from all your impurities and
from all your idols. | will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; | will remove from you your
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And | will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my
decrees and be careful to keep my laws. You will live in the land | gave your forefathers; you will be
my people, and | will be your God.

KEY WORDS: halMoow lasm t he Lordo (70 times); fASon of

PURPOSE: to show God judges sin but will one day restore Israel and fill them with His glory
THEME: the Glory of God is gone, but will one day return

God has revealed His glory in the vast complexities of the universe and the minute
complexities of cells, atoms and DNA. All this is to help us see what a great God He is (Psalm 19:1;
Revelation 4:11) so we will better trust and praise Him (Psalm 8:1). Everything He does reveals His
glory. Even having His people being defeated and taken into captivity shows His glory. If His people
dondt show His greatness by itbhleir beingdisaipinedbgHind iThe,
purpose of their capture by Babylon was to show them the seriousness of their sin and have them
turn their hearts back to Him, the same purpose as the tribulation. Through Ezekiel, God reveals
truths beyond the current misery to the new closeness between God and His people that will one day
result. It often takespainandsuf fering for wus to turn to God
see it before that, for it is clearly seen throughout nature and life, but often we have to come to that

t

an

point to see it. That 6s the message of Ezeki el

GOD6S GLORY SEEWO B YF (Adidie the siege of Jerusalem, 595-587 BC - chapters 1-
24) God reveals glimpses of His glory in the book of Ezekiel similar to what is in Revelation and what
Ezekiel s contemporary Dani enbfulloexotic creafunes ane scenes of
angels assigned to guard Godbés holiness. Al |
Through words and actions, Ezekiel was to warn the people that a holy God would judge their sin. If
they didn 6 t recogni zis glaaynndheir abddiereectd Hirk they would in their discipline by
Him.
138
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GOD6S GLORY SEEN BY (dudrgthelsde§e oFJeris8lem, 586 BC - chapters 25-32)

God not only judges His people, He judges all who do not glorify Him. Judgment startswi t h  Go d
people first (LPet er 4: 17) . However it doesndt end ther
are judged for taking pleasure in seeing Judah fall, and for their refusal to serve God. Tyre, Sidon

and Egypt are also to be judged.

GODO6S GLGBREEN BY JUD A H(after the sidg&d® Ferusalem, 585-570 BC - chapters
33-48) Now that Jerusalem has fallen, it is time to look to the future and to better times ahead. God
always offers hope during times of darkness. Sin has consequences, butGod 6 s gl ory i s a
to see us through it. Through Ezekiel God points to the time when the Jews will be restored to the

land (33:1-14), a prophecy being fulfilled during our lifetime. Then will come a time of spiritual revival

and renewal, of rebuilding the Temple and worshipping God in spirit and in truth. These are future for

us, taking place during the coming tribulation time. Then in the millennium which will follow the
tribulation all will worship God and give Him the glory due Him, the glory which His people should
have given Him throughout history. There is a d
glory and He Himself will again dwell with His people on earth.

GODO6S GLORY SEEN BY WeDtddayh &dto Mikg glory to God by all we do (1
Corinthians 6:20; Romans 9:23). That is the reason God created us (Psalm 96:7-8; 2 Chronicles
16:28-29). Man today glorifies man instead of God (Romans 1:25).

How are we to glorify God? By appreciating all He has done for us and recognizing our own
insufficiency and unworthiness (1 Corinthians 1:29-31), by living a holy life in obedience to Him (John
15:8; 1 Corinthians 10:31) and by worshipping and praising Him (Psalm 50:23; 89:12; 91:1) we bring
glory to Him. He is worthy of all glory (Romans 11:36; 16:27; Galatians 1:5; 1 Timothy 1:17;
Ephesians 3:21). Forever. Amen!

OUTLINE OF EZEKIEL

|l . GODG6S GLORY SEFALLBIY24J UDAHD
Before the Siege of Jerusalem 592-587 BC
A. Judgment To Come 1-3
B. Judgment Predicted by Symbols 4-5
C. Judgment Predicted by Sermons 6-7
D. Judgment Predicted by Visions) 12-19
E. Judgment Deserved 20-24

I 1. C®ODOGRY SEEN BY ENBMES RHR
During the Siege of Jerusalem 586 BC
Ammon, Moab, Edom, Philistia, Tyre, Sidon, Egypt

. GOD6S GLORY SEEN BY JUBPAHOS FUTURE 33
After the Siege of Jerusalem 585-570 BC
A. New Shepherd for Israel 33-36
B. New Life for Israel 37-39
C. New Temple for Israel 40-43
D. New Worship for Israel 44-48
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

20. EZRA
RETURN

MAIN EVENTS: Jews return to Israel
MAIN PEOPLE: Zerubbabel, Ezra, Nehemiah,
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Ezra, Esther, Haggai, Zechariah, Nehemiah, Malachi

BIBLE VERSE: Ezra 7:6 Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance
of the Law of the LORD, and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.

Esther 4:15-16 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: "Go, gather together all
the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days,
night or day. | and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, | will go to
the king, even though it is against the law. And if | perish, I perish."

TIME: 550 BC

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:

Buddhism was founded in India by Siddhartha Gautama
Jainism was founded in India by Mahavira Jains

Persia captures Pakistan

Confucius in China

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Babylon, Palestine

Split

Joseph Solomon Assyrian Cap
Jacob Judges  David Babylonian L_¢St.

Flood Isaac Joshua Saul
| | Babel Abraham Moses
4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC

Prophets

When the seventy years of captivity in Babylon were over,

God allowed some of the Jews to return home from Babylon, as
prophesied by Jeremiah (Jeremiah 25:12; 29:10). Some
returned under Zerubbabel, some later with Ezra and others still
later with Nehemiah. However the vast majority of Jews choose
to stay and enjoy the prosperity they were experiencing in
Babylon instead of returning tothe place of Godods
the Promised Land. Those who returned had been cured from
idolatry and were faithful to God. Their faith and trust in God was
2l deepened and they were willing to endure the harder living

conditions in the land in order to be faithful to God. There was much work to do in rebuilding the
Temple, then the walls of the city. They endured many problems from within their own ranks as well
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as threats and persecution from the Gentiles living around them, but they endured. Even so, there
were many wh o hiuitad®od but wandergd info aim. tGod sent godly men to warn them
and turn them back to Him, as He had been doing since the very beginning.

MEET NEHEMIAH

His name is Nehemiah. He was a leader of the Jews. Some people think being a leader is
har d. reallylquitée sasy. All you need is inexhaustible patience, unfailing insight, unshakable
stability, unbreakable will, decisive judgment, indefatigable physique, irrepressible spirit and
unfeigned affection for all people. Ne he mi ah di dn 6 tGodhalpe@ hint vitlait . But

|l f you are a | eader, perhaps therebds somethir
family or a friend, then you are a leader. A leader is someone who knows where he is going and how
to get others to follow him. Beingal eader i s something you ARE, n
function, not a title conferred by others. That

Nehemiah lived in Babylon after Jerusalem fell to Babylon. This story starts in Babylon, 100
years before Nehemiah was born. ZERUBBABEL, grandson of the 2nd last king of Judah
(Jehoiachin), led the first group of Jews back to Jerusalem. Not many wanted to return, though -
aboutoneofevery hundred. Most di dn danhd good kving irt Babylbret@ v e
return to a depressed and ruined country. Oof <co
old to go back.

When Zerubbabel led his group of 15,000 back, God provided Haggai and Zechariah to preach
while he led work on rebuilding the temple. They di dndét get too far, thouc
years. Then they finished their work.

It was during this time that Hadassah, better known to you as ESTHER, was used by God to
preserve the Jews from annihilation not only in Persia but also in Palestine.

Eighty-five years after Zerubbabel, EZRA led another group of people back to Jerusalem. He
was a great-grandson of the man who was the high priest when Jerusalem fell. He was the
equivalent of the Secretary of State for Jewish affairs. Ezra was a godly scholar who knew the Old
Testament by heart. He wrote the books of Ezra, Chronicles and Psalm 119 as well as finishing
books such as Deuteronomy and Joshua. Ezra edited the whole Old Testament, changing it over to
the square Hebrew script which is still used today. He also started the synagogue system which your
church and school systems are built upon. The synagogue system kept the Jews together when they
were away from their temple. Ezra also developed the Sanhedrin, 70 top men to govern Jews in and
out of the land.

Only 1,500 men followed him back. He taught the Bible and persevered in trying to encourage
them to follow God. gdponse, thaugh6t get much good r

Fifteen years later the spotlight switched to NEHEMIAH. His story starts in 445 BC. He was
born in Babylon. His grandparents had been taken into captivity at the fall of Jerusalem. He was a
top advisor to the king, Artaxerxes. God used him in some very unexpected ways. There are some
clear leadership lessonswecanl ear n from Nehemiahoés |ife.

A leader is a person who prays. When he heard about the terrible conditions in Jerusalem
Nehemiah prayed for God to send someone to help the people--and woul dndt you kn
him! (Nehemiah 1:1-4) God used him because he spent so much time in prayer with Him.

A leader is a person who prepares. When he finally got to Jerusalem he found everyone
there was discouraged and very pessimistic (Nehemiah 2:11-12). It seemed hopeless. He patiently
gathered as much firsthand information as he could, prayed about it, talked with some trusted
advisors and made some long-range plans. To carry them out he had to detail short-range goals and
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all that would be necessary to accomplish the needed work (Nehemiah 2:4-8). When the time was

right he shared his plans with others, motivating and encouraging them to follow (Nehemiah 2:17-18).

He had delegated work so everyone had a specific assignment to carry out. When the enemy was

about to attack to stop them they kept workingandd i dndét gi ve i n t-9). Neeemigh ( N¢
prayed, trusting God to protect them, but he also posed a guard. It takes prayer and work to be a

good leader: pray as if all depends on God and work as if all depends on him.

A leader is a person who perseveres. Food shortages forced poor people to have to sell
their children to the rich so they could have money to feed their other children. Money was lent at a
high rate, with 50% inflation. A leader must contend with internal problems, which are often more
difficult to handle than attacks from without. Nehemiah had to take action about these difficulties, so

he did. He did what was necessary, even though itwasnd6t popul ar . He stood f
5:9-11)

Even when the enemy attacksintensi fi ed he di dnoét | et them int
Not even threats of assassination stopped him (Nehemiah 6:1-4 ) . A | eader <canot
fear!

A leader is a person who purges. He needed to remove sin and evil from among them.
Ezra was still preaching, and God used his words to start a revival. Lives were changed and people
started obeying the Bible.

Later Nehemiah went back to Babylon for a very short visit and when he returned he found
more purging had to be done, for the people had quickly returned to their sinning. Praying, preparing,
persevering and purging are ongoing duties of a
are certainly necessary! Which of these do you need to work harder at? Set some goals and start
today. You dondét have an-yyouomap brie.oButitaslumtoyou what kindgf a
a leader you are!
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EZRA: e
RETURN i

TITLE: After the chief character, Ezra

AUTHOR: Ezra (priest)

DATE of WRITING: 456 BC

PLACE of WRITING: Jerusalem

TIME COVERED: 81 years (538 - 457 BC)
RECIPIENTS: Jews after the captivity

KEY VERSE: Ezra 7:6-10 This Ezra came up from :
Babylon. He was a teacher well versed in the Law of | G
Moses, which the LORD, the God of Israel, had given.

The king had granted him everything he asked, for the

hand of the LORD his God was on him. Some of the Israelites, including priests, Levites, singers,
gatekeepers and temple servants, also came up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes.
Ezra arrived in Jerusalem in the fifth month of the seventh year of the king. He had begun his journey
from Babylon on the first day of the first month, and he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth
month, for the gracious hand of his God was on him. For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and
observance of the Law of the LORD, and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.

KEY WORD:Up/ WeGot Upo AJerusal emo (47 times)
PURPOSE: To show the history of Israel as they return from captivity and get re-established.
THEME: The importance of returning to God when away from Him.

King Richard Il went out walking one night among his army. There he found a guard fast
asleep at his post. Promptly he took a knife and stabbed him in the heart. He pinned a note to him
which said,: I found him asl eep and | |l eft h i
subjects when they fall asleep spiritually! He tries to bring them back to alertness. The book of Ezra
illustrates this spiritual truth.

RESTORATION The book opens with the Jews in captivity for their idolatry. Still God is faithfully
working for them. This discipline has kept them from ever returning to idolatry since then. God
blessed them materially. Previous to this time they were farmers and shepherds, but in Babylon they
learned to be business men and bankers, trades they still excel in. God was working in the hearts of
godly leaders as well as in King Cyrus to allow them to return. Like the father of the prodigal son, He
lovinglyl ooks for their return. He is the 0God of

When Zerubbabel sent out a call to return to the land, only 50,000 Jews answered. This was a
very small percentage of t hos ewani to led®a theyr In@mhy-found
prosperity. It was Goddés will for His peopl e
the world. Only a very committed godly minority returned. Out of all mankind, it is always only a
small minority whic h  accept Je s algafon.fAncits ogly a small ninority of that group
that then go on to put Jesus first in daily life and live as a disciple of His.

Upon arriving back in the land, Zerubbabel started rebuilding the temple. The Samaritans
opposed this, so the work stopped for 15 years. Haggai and Zechariah preached during this time.
When the temple finally was rebuilt it was so inferior to Sol o moné s Templ e
remembered the former wept.
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ESTHER Between Ezra 6 and 7 is a gap of 58 years, during which the events in the book of Esther
took place.

REFORMATION Eighty years after Zerubbabel, Ezra came on the scene. He lead a second group
back to the land. Ezra was a priest and scribe (copied the Bible by hand). He reputedly knew the
whole Old Testament by heart and was a very committed believer. He founded the Sanhedrin to
decide cases and give guidance to the Jews worldwide. He instituted the synagogue system which
held the Jews together while away from the temple. It was a place of teaching, worship, fellowship
and community activities. The church today is based on the synagogue. Ezra also wrote 1 & 2
Chronicles, Ezra and Psalm 119. He edited the whole Old Testament, gathering the inspired books
and forming them into the Old Testament as we have it today. He made sure all was perfect, in
groups and order, edited and updated. In doing so he replaced the old Hebrew script with the newer,
square Assyrian characters, which are still in use today. God chose Ezra because of His deep Bible
knowledge. He studied, practiced and taught it (Ezra 7:10). The Bible is the key to returning to God,
not emotional appeals, guilt, etc. When Godo6és people no | onger have
a sign that revival is needed. Loss of appetite is a sign of sickness. Ezra fed himself and others a
good, balanced diet of Gododés Word.

Only 1,514 able men volunteered to return with him. After 4 months of travel they arrived at
Jerusalem, only to find the people had again turned from God. The sin of intermarrying unbelievers
led the people from God. The unbelieving wives had to be sent home. Then the people turned back
to God. Sin brings sorrow!

Return 1: Zerubbabel 536 BC
Return 2: Ezra 458 BC
Return 3: Nehemiah 445 BC

OUTLINE OF EZRA

|. RESTORATION (Zerubbable, 538-516 BC) 1-6
A. Rebuilding the People of God 1-3
1. The Restoration Work 1
2. The People Listed 2
3. The Rebuilding 3
B. Rebuilding the Temple of God 4-6
1. The Opposition to the Temple 4
2. The Support for the Temple 5
3. The Completion of the Temple 6

(BOOK OF ESTHER 483-473 BC)

Il. REFORMATION (Ezra, 458-457) 7-10
A. Rebuilding the Priesthood of God 7-8
1. The Restoration Work 7 5
2. The People Listed 8 w2 Sires
3. The Return St
B. Rebuilding the Worship of God 9-10

= —— T — o

D =

O.T. TimMES
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ESTHER:
PROVIDENTIAL CARE

TITLE: After the main character
AUTHOR: Unknown (possibly Mordecai)
DATE of WRITING: About 473 BC
PLACE of WRITING: Shushan, Babylon
TIME COVERED: 10 years (483 - 473 BC)

(Took place during the middle of the book of Ezra)
RECIPIENTS: Jews dispersed in Persian Empire.
KEY VERSE: 4:14 For if you remain silent at this time,
relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another
place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who
knows but that you have come to royal position for such a
time as this?"
KEY WORD: The Jews (51 times); also Jew and Feast
PURPOSE: To study how all the Jews were saved from
extermination by Esther
THEME: Goddos providential <care

One day a Christian man had an orchard of thousands of trees. His whole family depended on
it for food. One morning he found half-grown apples being destroyed by strange worms. Every tree
was affected. The family gathered and prayed, then spent the whole day picking off worms, but they
multiplied far faster than they could be picked. Weary from working all day at top speed and
desperate, they prayed and went to sleep. Early the next morning they started to see hundreds of
strange birds landing on the trees. They stayed all day eating worms but never hurt the trees or
apples. They spent three days there, then left. All the worms were gone and the crop was saved.
Coincidence? No way. Our sovereign God was in control of the whole thing. He cares for and
provides for His own. Unfortunately we forget about that. When we do, we should read the book of
Esther!

DANGER TO GODG®6 $EstReEIO-B)L A sordid story unfolds (Esther 1) in the first chapter of
Esther. The scene is the great Persian city of Shushan. After a series of banquets (really great
drunken orgies) King Ahasuerus (Xerxes in secular history) commands his queen, Vashti, to provide
the entertainment for the grand finale. Because of her own standards of modesty, she refused and
was banished from the kingdom forever. Therefore the king began a world-wide search for a new
queen.

A Jew named Mordecai, who had a minor job at the palace, entered his cousin (who he was
raising) in the contest and she won! Now it must be noted that the Jews were not to remain in Persia.
They should have retur ned wi th Ezra or Ne h e mi #h prospenty anddfined n 6 1
' iving in Persia for the poverty and difficultie
result there is no ment i oncexiithe®aok @ Esther.a3tile God geemsy e r
His promises to protect His people.

After Esther is made queen Mordecai overheard a plot to kill the king, told Esther, and she

reported it (Esther 3 ) . The plot was stopped andofh&@oklidosg ps$
The plot thickens when Haman, the prime minister and favorite of the king, pushes through
|l egi sl ation to have all the Jews in the kingdom
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makes him miserable. That sets the scene for Go d 6ranced &¢ usesdsther to save her race
and influence her stepson Artaxerxes to allow Nehemiah to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the walls.

DELI VERANCE OF GOD(&stherPE OO L BVhen Mordecai hears about the plot to
destroy all Jews he is really upset and sends word to Esther, asking her to intercede for her people,
even though it may mean her death. To speak out to the king was forbidden, and to reveal that she
was a Jew could also mean her death. However she courageously does so, inviting the king and
Haman to a banquet she would have just for them (Esther 5).

Meanwhile Haman is miserable because of his hatred of Mordecai. His wife says he will feel
better if he builds a large scaffold and anticipates his killing of Mordecai, so he has it built.

One night the king had a hard time sleeping (one of those little things that God uses in a big
way) . He read from his histories and discovered
finds out that Mordecai was never rewarded for it. He determines to take care of this.

When prideful, self-centered Haman comes to work the next day the king asks him which he
thinks the king should do to honor a man he deeply appreciates. Thinking the king is referring to him,
Haman lays out his own prideful dreams of glory and honor, only to find out the king meant it for his
enemy Mordecai -- and he had to be the one to honor Mordecai! Talk about a bad day at the office!

Later that day, when Haman showed up for the banquet with Esther and the king, she revealed
his legislation to destroy all Jews. The king was furious at how he was tricked and left the room to get
control of his anger. Haman fell upon Esther begging her for mercy, and when the king entered he
thought Haman was attacking Esther. He had Haman killed immediately on his own gallows! Not
only that, but the Jews were allowed to kill those who wanted to destroy them. In addition, Mordecai
was el evated to Hamanés job as top advisor to th

Even today the Jews celebrate this important deliverance as the Feast of Purim. They give
gifts, eat together, and children reenact the events in the book of Esther (similar to the way we
cel ebrate Christmas). Trul y t boveseigntysandaHis providehtar f u |
care of His people, even those who are out of His will. What a great God we have!

OUTLINE OF ESTHER

. DANGER TO GOD6S BEOPLE (Trial) 1
A. Divorce of Vashti 1
B. Discovery of Esther 2
C. Dedication of Mordecai 2
D. Decree of Haman 3

I DELI VERANCE OF (TeRiEirsunpit) @AW E
. Despair of Mordecai 4
. Decision of Esther 5
. Designs of Haman
. Defeat of Haman 6-7
. Decree of Ahasuerus 8
. Deliverance of Israel 9a
. Days of Purim 9b
. Distinction of Mordecai 10

IOTMMmMOoOOW>
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NEHEMIAH:
RENEWAL

TITLE: After the main character
AUTHOR: Nehemiah

DATE of WRITING: About 420 BC
PLACE of WRITING: Jerusalem

TIME COVERED: 30 years (445-415 BC)
RECIPIENTS: Returned Jews

KEY VERSE: 1:1-7 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and | questioned
them about the Jewish remnant that survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem. They said to me, "Those
who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is
broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire." When | heard these things, | sat down and wept. For
some days | mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven.

KEY WORD: Walls (32 times) Build (23 times)

PURPOSE: Tell how the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt under Nehemiah

THEME: Steps to Renewal/revival

Wh a't comes to mind when someone uses the word Ar
meetings, of loud and emotional preaching? We b st e r 06tsis the astirrimg of religious faith among the
indifferent characterized by public confession of sin and profession of renewed faith. Basically, revival means
to bring back to I|ife. iRed me an s brihnging sbroethingBACKto lifefi v i v
which had been alive. Therefore revival basically ref
fresh closeness to Him. It is different than evangelism which appeals to unbelievers to make a first-time
commitment. Salvatonc an ot b e elcandécome boldtandwn need of renewing. Periodically through
history God has sparked revivals which have brought His people back to Him. One was during the time of
Nehemiah.

BACKGROUND Ezra had led a small remnant of Jews back to their homeland, the majority preferring to stay

in the opulence of Babylon. Fifteen years later word came to Nehemiah that things were still in bad shape in

the | and (Nehemiah 1). It wasnb6t hibtecoulddolfrom 1500 mitks t h e
away. Still...

1. Revival begins with one devoted believer. Nehemiah turned to God in prayer and fasting and sincerely

called upon the Lord. He confessed his sin and the sins of his people. He totally committed himself to God to

be used in any way necessary. God worked in Artaxertesdé heart to |
supplies. Nehemiah was allowed to return to Jerusalem.

2. Revival spreads to a few ready ones first. Any good fire needs two things: a hot spark and then some
kindling ready to catch fire. Nehemiah was the spark, and the first thing he did in Jerusalem was to find a few

good men who were open and ready for God to work. He surveyed the situation and gathered facts before

acting, then spread his vision to a few he felt were ready. You canét expect all the g
away, only wood that is dry and ready catches right away. It takes a good core group to start a revival, then

the spark spreads. Pretty soon others caught the vision and before long they were rebuilding the walls.

3. There must be unity among believers for revival to spread. Nehemiah organized the people to work on
the walls, each one working near his own home. However, as is to be expected, enemies opposed. The
people pulled together, though. Unity is important for a revival to spread. Disunity, unforgiveness, bitterness,
jealousy, etc., can pour water on a revival fire before it really gets going.

4 . Revi val must be based Mehemikmgotwhe pegple@galhérsand\Bora rdad and
taught Godds word al l morning. They | iked it SO0 much t|
result they humbled themselves and worshipped God. They wanted to come back the next day for more! An
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appetite for Go d 6 s a\Wecesshry sign for revival. Not only did they learn it, but they obeyed it, putting
into practice what they learned.

5. Revival means confessing sins in prayer. The people automatically prayed and confessed their sins
(Nehemiah 9), acknowledging His majesty and past help for them. Prayer, starting with confession of sin, is a
must for revival.

6. Revival leads to publicly showing a renewed commitment. The peopl e responded to
ratifying their covenant with God. They officially promised to follow God only. Publicly the Jews promised
(Nehemiah 10) to not marry unbelievers, worship God on the Sabbath, pay their tithes and help provide for the
temple and its priests and Levites.

7. Revival results in changed lives. As a result of this people moved back into Jerusalem and it as well as
other cities thrived and prospered. The walls and city of Jerusalem were dedicated to God. Malachi
ministered during this time, too.

8. To be the real thing, the results must be lasting. For 12 years things continued well under Nehemiah

and Ezrads | eadership. Then Nehemiah had to return
promises they made had been broken. They had mar r i ed wunbel i eving wives foand
Godbébs temBktore | ong they again responded to Nehemia
again.

This ended Old Testament history. After 400 silent (no Bible books were written, but the Maccabees
lived during this time) John the Baptist came on the scene, preparing the way for the Messiah. With that the
New Testament began -- and another call to revival. Where do you stand? Are you in need of renewing? Is
your spiritual life on fire and vibrant, or does it need to be revived? Follow the steps Nehemiah and, if God
wills, youodll have revival beginning in those around

OUTLINE OF NEHEMIAH

|. REBUILDING THE WALLS (Civil Reform) 1-7
A. Return to Jerusalem 1-2
B. Rebuilding the Walls 3-6
C. Restoring the People 7

IIl. RENEWING THE COVENANT (Religious Reform) 8-10
A. Reading the Law 8
B. Response of the People
C. Repentance of the People 9
D. Renewal of the Covenant 10

lll. RENEWING THE NATION (Political Reform) 11-13
A. Repopulating the Cities 11-12
B. Rededicating the Walls
C. Reviving the People 13
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PRORITY I &- PRORITY 3. FRIORITY
HAGGAI: T 1;——5%1

PRIORITIES HAG‘GAI

TITLE: After prophet who wrote it

AUTHOR: Haggai (AMy Fea

DATE of WRITING: August to December, 520 BC P R 'OR |T| E S
PLACE of WRITING: Jerusalem r_,
TIME COVERED: Aug-Dec, 520 BC =
RECIPIENTS: Returned from captivity
KEY VERSE: 1:4 "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this
house remains a ruin?"

2:9 'The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house," says the
LORD Almighty. 'And in this place | will grant peace,’ declares the LORD Almighty."

KEY WORD: AThe Lordds Housed (8 times) AConsi d
PURPOSE: to encourage the people to rebuild the temple

THEME: God must be our number one priority

Have you ever started so met hi ng vy o u? Tdat dappérs tofevenyanes What causes
it? We may loose interest or motivation or just not have enough time, but | think there is a reason
behind these. | think its because we change our priorities. We no longer see it as important as we
oncedid. Unf ortunately many good things in |ife don
important in our mind, but unless we make them a top priority in our time commitments t hey won
accomplished. Knowing the importance of learning the Bible means nothing unless we make
spending time reading and studying it a priority.

ENTER HAGGAI Haggai found this same thing true of the Jews after they returned from captivity.
Haggai lived during the time of Ezra, 14 years after the Jews started returning the Palestine from
Babylon. They had started rebuilding the temple by laying its foundations, but never finished it.
Haggai calls the people to finish what they started for God.

CALL TO REBUILD (1) The people were making excuses ast o why t hey dhtleedno
buil di ng. The people made excuses: too busy an
wrong. Their lives were showing the results of wrong priorities: dissatisfaction and frustration. They
worked hard but found no real joy. Zerubbabel (the governor) and Joshua (the high priest) led the
people in repentance and the work on the temple was resumed..

CALL TO LISTEN (2:1-9) Seven weeks later, when the temple was almost completed, the older
people started becoming discouraged because itwasso gr ossly inferior to S
they still remembered (but which the Babylonians had destroyed). Haggai says they are not to live in

t he past ( i)and mobto drpare ehatiheynhave with what God has given ot her s .

(@}

people are n 6t i n competiti-em@a goad massage &orc thurches hoday. Outer
appearances dono6ét tell the whole story by eafhign me
buil di ngs. God f ocuséilythings.et er nal val ues, not ea

CALL TO OBEY (2:10-19) Two months after the second sermon Haggai gave a third sermon,
warning the people about focusing on the outer functions and rituals of their faith while their hearts
stayed hard and far from God. They were just going through the motionsofplayi ng &échur c h.
challenges them to learn from the past, for this hypocrisy is what caused them to go into captivity in

the first place. Again they repented and put God first.
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CALL TO BELIEVE (2:20-23) Later that samedayHaggai 6 s f o usermdn wasgiven.r Hee d
encouraged them to keep their gaze on the future and live each day in light of it. That is the only way
to have correct priorities today. He talked about when the Messiah will come to rule and reign in
Israel. Keeping our eyes on eternal things is the only way to have right priorities today.

How do you determine your priorities? What are your lifetime goals (what do you want to be or
do during your lifetime)? In order to accomplish them, what must you do in the next year? Now, what
must you be doing each day in order to accomplish those goals?

GOAL AREA WHAT | WANT TO BE OR WHAT | NEED TO DO NOW IN ORDER
ACCOMPLISH DURING MY LIFE TO MEET THIS GOAL
1. 1.

SPIRITUAL
2. 2.
1. 1.

ACADEMIC &

CAREER 2. 2.
1. 1.

RELATION-

SHIPS 2. 2.

OUTLINE OF HAGGAI

|. CALL TO REBUILD (Sermon 1: Construction of Temple) 1:1-15
A. God® Warning 1:1-6
B. God& Solution 1:7-8
C. God® Challenge 1:9-11
D. Israel® Reaction 1:12-15

II. CALL TO LISTEN (Sermon 2: Courage in God) 2:1-9
A. The Temple (Present) 2:1-3
B. The Covenant (Past) 2:4-5
C. The Messiah (Future)

lll. CALL TO OBEY (Sermon 3: Cleanness of Life) 2:10-19
A. The Blessing Needed 2:10-14
B. The Blessing Not coming 2:15-17
C. The Blessing On Hold 2:18-19

IV. CALL TO BELIEVE (Sermon 4: Confidence in Future) 2:20-23
A. God Will Manifest His Power 2:20-22
B. God Will Manifest His Prince 2:23
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ZECHARIAHR:

HISTORY ZECHARIAH
TITLE: After prophet who wrote it

AUTHOR: Zechariah ( " God Remember s

DATE of WRITING: 520-518 BC e

PLACE of WRITING: Jerusalem 3

TIME COVERED: 520 BC to eternity future

RECIPIENTS: Returned from captivity =N\
KEY VERSE: 9:9-10 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of

Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation,
gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. | will take away the chariots from
Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim
peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.
KEY WORD: iword of the Lotrd®d (52 ttiimes) ; fALord
PURPOSE: to encourage the people to rebuild the temple as well as reveal future events.

THEME: God is in control of history.

‘/‘

There used to be a childrends book titled WAThe
everything happened by chance. The sun might rise or it might not, or it might appear at any hour, or
the moon might come up instead. When children were born they might have one head or a dozen
heads, and those heads might not be on their shoulders -- there might be no shoulders -- but
arranged about the limbs. If one jumped up in the air it was impossible to predict whether he would
ever come down again. That he came an hour ago was no guarantee that he would do it the next
time. For every day, antecedence and consequence varied, and gravitation and everything else
changed from hour to hour. What a world that would be!

Fortunat el y akeotlde wdrid that vay. IHe has consistent laws that stay in effect.
We live in a world where there is obviously a Power behind everything, controlling and keeping it all
goi ng. This doesnot onl y atime.l God is @so m &hange of histoiy.t a
Nothing there, either, happens by chance. It is all as God plans and controls it. He is in control of
everything. That should bring great comfort to us!

ENTER, ZECHARIAH Zechariah was both a priest and a prophet. His grandfather returned from
Babylon with Zerubbabel and he was a young man when he began prophesying. Haggai was also
preaching at this same time and place. Also at this time Esther was going through her conflict for the
lives of all the Jews in the world. That, too, shows how God is in control of all.

Zechariahés book is the |l argest of the minor
Testament: at the end of the testament, mostly a
people as they go through hardtimes. Bot h s how t hat tsrtwlry .hi story i s

THE GOAL OF HISTORY (Part 1) (8 visions). The first section of the book consists of 8 visions
showing that God is in charge of history and brining it all to the point where He Himself will rule and

reign in Jerusalem. Like salmon instinctively return home to spawn, God has built it into man to
return to Him. Unlike salmon, however, man has a free will and often goes in the opposite direction.
Still, Go d ulsoe ®r Hisalory. sHe usedbAeigustus 6 census t o get Mart
Bethlehem so Jesus would be born there and ful fi
John to Patmos to give John the vision that resulted in the book of Revelation. God is truly in charge

of history.
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He used a wind to destroy the Spanish Armada and leave Protestant England free to spread
the gospel. He used little snowflakes to defeat proud Napoleon and save Europe. He stopped the
sun in its progression so the Jews could defeat theirenemi es i n stim@s huad

LESSONS FROM HISTORY (4 messages). Then Zechariah preached 4 sermons to the people. He
encouraged them to learn from their past failures -- learn from history! But who ever does? They

went into captivity because they just went through the motions of fasting and serving God. Now they
are doing the same thing. They are O6playing chu
them a time is coming when t he presencel dothdyeshodldptepase r e
for that time by living for Him now.

THE GOAL OF HISTORY (Part 2) (2 burdens). Zechariah then writes about the coming King. In his
first coming (chapters 9-11) he will be rejected and crucified. Many details are given: betrayed for 30
pieces of silver, riding a colt into town, hands pierced, dying to save others, etc. He is called Servant
(3:8), Branch (3:8), Priest (6:13), King (6:13), Betrayed One (11:12-13), Pierced One (12:10),
Fountain (13:1), Shepherd (13:7), God (13:7-9) and Lord over all (14:5,9). The second burden
(chapter 12-14) is about the second coming of the Messiah, when the kingdom will be established on
earth and Jerusalem will be the center of worship for the Messiah-King. Just as everything Zechariah
said about the first coming of the Messiah came true, so will everything about the Second Coming.

OUTLINE OF ZECHARIAH STIRS

|. LEARNING FROM HISTORY I (8 Visions) 1-6
A. God Sees 1
1. Distressing Indifference of Israel 1:1-17
2. Diminishing Influence of Israel 1:18-21
B. God Speaks 2-4

1. | sr aozatiod 2 Re st
2 . | s rghteolistess Ri
3. | srael 6s Revi val 4

C. God Starts 5-6
1. Conviction 5:1-4
2. Condemnation 5:5-11
3. Conquest 6

IIl. LESSONS FROM HISTORY (4 Messages) 7-8
A. Failure of the People 7
1. Ritual of the People 7:1-7
2. Removal of the People 7:8-14
B. Future of Jerusalem 8
1. Restoration of Jerusalem 8:1-17
2. Rejoicing in Jerusalem 8:18-23

[ll. CULMINATION OF HISTORY Il (2 Burdens) 9-14
A. King Rejected 9-11
1. Coming of the King 9
2. Call of the King 10
3. Crucifixion of the King 11
B. King Ruling 12-14
1. Deliverance of the King 12
2. Delight of the King 13
3. Domain of the King 14
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MALACHI: RN

REPENTANCE MAL ACHI

TITLE: After prophet who wrote it
AUTHOR: Mal ac hi (A Messe REPENTANCE
DATE of WRITING: 445 - 397 BC |

PLACE of WRITING: Judah

TIME COVERED: Between 445 and 397 BC )

RECIPIENTS: Israel after return from Babylon

KEY VERSE: 3:9-10 You are under a curse-- the whole nation of you-- because you are robbing

me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,"

says the LORD Almighty, "and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so
much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.

KEY WORDS: AYoumesgyo iwhkereino (6), fAcursedo (7)
PURPOSE: Reproof for neglect of the temple & worship

THEME: Repent and turn back to God

Once upon a time there was a young @mmanh wWeaastwa

what he told her. Once a week, on his day off, he called on the young lady --t hat i s i f he
other company, feel tired, or have somewhere else to go. She loved good music and great literature

but he had no interest in either. Actually, he was restless and fidgety when around h e r . iV
couldnét he stay |l onger or come more often?bo s h

The reason was that the young man still cared for an old sweetheart. Though he had agreed
to make a break, he was still spending several hours a week with her. It seemed they still had so
much in common: they loved the same things, the same people and the same amusements. Yet to
the young lady to whom he had recently declared his love, he would admit to no other loyalty.
Whatis t he anal ogy | 66m tryi nigs ttooanadktkewi o ulbn:f otrh al
people then, the Jews, were toward God. It happens today, too. Vows and promises are made, but
the pull of the world interferes. Words say one thing, but actions another.

BATTER UP! | ttilesend of the game. Your team is down to its last batterand you6r e0.beh
It looks kind of bleak! Malachi is the last man to step to bat, trying to win the game for God by
bringing the home team back to spiritual faithfulness. Can he do it?

Malachi lived and ministered during the time of Nehemiah, who was the leader. Malachi was
the prophet who preached to the people. Almost 90% of the book was spoken directly by God. The
book concludes with a call to repentance. This book is a link, a bridge between the Old and New
Testaments.

GOD& LOVE QUESTIONED (1:1-5) The book opens with God clearly declaring His love for His
people, but they doubted His love. i How can you | ove us?0 t heyptyask
God answers by saying His actions in the past prove Hislove. No matter what they
God still loved them. He wants His people to feel loved and secure and to respond to that love by
loving Him in return.

GOD®& LAWS REJECTED (1:6 - 3:15) God expects and deserves the total honor and devotion of
His people,but of ten He doesndt receive that. Il n Mal a
astray because of their unfaithfulness. While outwardly claiming to follow God, they married
unbelieving Gentiles and let them bring their heathen idols into Israel. Throughout the nation the
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family was breaking down and divorce was common
they said God approved of wh at they pert GCGoddg! worTk e
financially as they were commanded to do. They were prideful and arrogant. They needed to repent,

to Achange their mindo and r ever s &-tuinhaea about-fdce,rine c t
attitude and action. Iftheydonot there will be judgment from Go

GOD®& JUDGMENT COMING (3:16 - 4:6) There is a faithful minority in Israel and God promises to
remember them even though they will suffer the consequences the whole nation faces. The majority,
though, needtorepent or suffer judgment . Unf ortunately t
or even | ater. The book ends with a promise of
message of repentance is accepted. Malachi 4:5-6 "See, | will send you the prophet Elijah before
that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their
children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else | will come and strike the land with a
curse."

This prophet is to be like Elijah. He will preach a message of repentance like Malachi did. If
the people repent, they will be forgiven and restored. God so deeply desires this that He will soon
send His Messiah, but first He will send this messenger to prepare the way for Him (3:1-6). With this
call to repentance and promise of a coming messenger the Old Testament closes. Four hundred
years | ater the New Testament opens with John, w
the same message of repentance.

Godds mes sen@ee 9l beirg plelivered today. He wants and deserves our whole
being, not just some parts some times. Anything less must be repented of and changed. God still
loves His people and welcomes them home. The longer we put off repentance the more we will have
to repent of and the | ess ti me mamin theesiorg whose aatidns D
di dndét match his profession of | ove.

OUTLINE OF MALACHI

| . GODO6 QUESTIORED 1:1-5
A. God: il Love Youo 1:1-2a
B. People: fHow Can You?0 1:2b
C.God: 1 6 praven itdo 1:3-5

1. G@WS RBEJECTED 1:6-3:15
A. Cheating 1:6-14
B. Unfaithfulness 2:1-9
C. AMIi xedo MRrriage 2:10
D. Family Breakdown 2:13-16
E. Disobedience 2:17
F. John the Baptist Foretold 3:1-6
G. Robbery 3:7-12
H. Arrogance 3:13-15

l'1 1. GOD6S JUDGMENLZG6 COMI NG 3:16
A. Ungodly People 3:16-18
B. Godly Judgment 4:1-6
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BIBLE OVERVIEW 400 SILENT YEARS

21. 400 ‘Sh
SILENT W or
YEARS

MAIN EVENTS: Between the Old and New Testament
MAIN PEOPLE: Maccabees

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE:

BIBLE VERSE:

TIMES: 430-5 BC

WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME:

India invaded by Alexander the Great

India dark ages politically, golden age for art

Ashoka became emperor in India

Greece: Persian & Peloponnesian Wars

Greek Classical Age: Parthenon, Socrates, Plato, Euripides
Alexander conquers Persia, Seleucids succeed him

Han dynasty in China

Rise of Roman Republic, conquers Carthage, Greece, Asia Minor and Egypt
Maccabean revolt overthrows Seleucids in Israel
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine

Split

Solomon Assyrian Capt.

Jacob Judges  David Babylonian Capt.
Flood Isaac Joshua  Saul  p,0ohets
| Babel Abraham | Moses plr Return

4,000 BC 3,000 BC 2,000 BC 1,000 BC 400 @

SILENT

YEARS

Thisfinalperiod i n the Ol d Testament portion of our o

Year so0 becaus eswere wrigan ldurieg thatdimmekand the Jews were, for the most part,
turning from God. But much was happening in the rest of the world during the time between Malachi
and Matthew. Three successive world empires operated during this time: Persia, Greece and Rome.
Alexander the Great lived and died. He, too, controlled Israel for a time. The Jews revolted under the
family of the Maccabeesandgai ned temporary freedom from Gree
While no inspired Bible books were written during this time the many Apocrypha books were written.
Only recently has the Catholic Church considered them on a level with other Scripture, but for 1500
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years they were known to be just writings of the day. They do contain historical information about the
time period, though. God was using this time to prepare everyone for the coming of the Messiah.

400 SILENT YEARS

Alfred Hitchcock (1899-1980), the movie director, told a parable in Guideposts (1959) about
the unknown. There once was a king who was granted two wishes. His first was to see the future.
But when he saw all that lay ahead -- the beauty and the pain -- he immediately asked for his second
wish; that the future be hidden. "I thank Heaven," the master of suspense proclaimed, "that tomorrow
does not belong to any man. It belongs to God."

HISTORY = HIS STORY In fact, ALL history belongs to God: past, present and future. Every single

event is under His control, even to a bird coming to land on the ground (Matthew 10:29). The rising
andfal | ing of the most powerf ul nations of t k& wo
Acts 4:25). This is very comforting in a world that seems out of control.

One of the best examples of this is the coming of Jesus to earth. God says that this was in the
very time He chose: Galatians 4:4 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under law. Goddidn6t sit around waiting for the rigd
so that all the conditions necessary were present when He came to earth. Just what made this
particular time so special?

There were three main groups of people God used to preparet he wor |l d f or Jes.
These affected all areas of life at that time. Everything was perfectly prepared in the area of politics
(Rome), philosophy (Greece) and the people (Israel).

GREECE (PHILOSOPHY) Greece took over control of Palestine from Persia in 334 BC when
Al exander was conquering the whole ar ea.ereunWthen
Seleucids took over in 219 BC. During this time the area was totally saturated with Greek culture,
thought and philosophy (a kind of humanism not much different from New Age thought today). Many
Jews bought into this, led by a group of very liberal-thinking Jews called the Sadducees. God used
this Greek thought to prepare people for the coming Messiah and the spread of the early church
because Greek thought was | ooking for answers bu
poduce anything to fildl peopl ebdbs hearts. Ther
Pythagoreans, Cynics, Skeptics and many more. Socrates, Plato and Aristotle were influencing the
people. God was just an intellectual abstraction. There were no strong gods or goddesses
demanding the loyalty and attention of the common people. Questions were asked but not answered.

Of great impact on the world, and the Bible, was the spread of Greek as the universal
language. Now people could speak to each other in a common language -- very essential to the
quick spread of the early church. Not only was Greek a universal language, but it was a very precise
language. It was just what was needed to convey all the theological nuances and flavors of the New
Testament. God obviously prepared Greek for His Word.

ISRAEL (PEOPLE) While the Greeks greatly influenced the land of Palestine, they never conquered
the hearts of the people. Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated the temple in the most awful ways and
killed any Jews who practiced their religion in any way. Even quoting a Bible verse was punishable
by death. The Maccabeans revolt, led by the Hasmonean family, won back Jewish independence and
culminated with the rededication of the temple on December 25, 164 BC. Unfortunately the
Hasmonean rulership soon became almost as oppressive as the Seleucids had been before them. A
movement of conservative Jews who wanted to have the nation turn back to God and His Word
arose. Called the Pharisees, they led the people in civil war which just made everything worse. This
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so weakened the nation that the Romans, having defeated the Greeks, were easily able to annex
Palestine in 63 BC.

During all this, though, Jews were
moving into virtually every nation of the world.
This dispersion was very foundational to the
spread of the early church. The Jews brought
their message of one God as revealed in the
Bible Who wanted His people to life a holy life,
to every nation, setting the groundwork for the
spread of the early church. Their synagogues
became perfect places to first preach the Good
News of Jesus the Messiah. The church
became patterned after the synagogue.

Also during this time period the
Septuagint (LXX) was translated. For the first

'P(};LLE[Z“ZEfHY WHEN time the Jews, and also anyone who could read

Greek, could read the Bible for themselves.
|PEOPLE WHAT This opened the way for the spread of the
(TSRAEL) Gospel, too. God was working to bring all this

about.

ROME (POLITICS) While the Greeks
influenced the minds of men, Rome controlled
their bodi es .-over oRthahaviiole t a
part of the world also was important in setting
the groundwork for what was to come. For the
first time there was world peace, and it lasted
for several hundred years. That meant it was
safe to travel anywhere. Rome built marvelous
roads for travel. Travel by ship was safe, too. Pirates and robbers were kept under control. Because
of peace as well as advances in technology, it was no longer for everyone to spend the vast majority
of their time growing their own food. Many people moved into cities and pursued other crafts. This
made it possible for Paul and the other early missionaries to go into the cities where people were
already gathered and preach. This was MUCH more efficient than going from farm to farm!

E  ouw
- TESTAMENT

Then, too, Rome allowed religious freedom. They did not dictate who or what was to be
worshipped. People could decide for themselves. The old gods and idols their ancestors worshipped
no | onger held much interest and oft eGityliteibrdugidiits ap
share of new problems, too. Sin was rampant. Alcoholism, immorality, homosexuality, prostitution,
crime, murder, extortion and political corruption were rampant. Something was needed to give
meaning, peace and satisfaction in life. The stage was set for the message of Jesus

Galatians 4:4 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law. God IS in control of history, of ALL history. He has everything set up just the way He
wantedittobeforJesus 6 first coming. Hebés doing the sami
|l t6s His worl d. He i s sosfkraise Higmamel or d over all t
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

22. JESUS

MAIN EVENTS: Birth, Life, Death & Resurrection of Jesus
MAIN PEOPLE: Jesus, His followers
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

BIBLE VERSE: John 3:16 For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.

TIME: Approximately 4 BC to 30 AD
WORLD EVENTS AT THIS TIME: Rome rules the world
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Palestine

With this stage in Bible history we leave the Old Testament and enter the New Testament. So
far we have seen manés failure afod Bekdtbbnsabva
Himself left heaven to come to earth to die on the cross in our place and then to come back to life,
proving He had conquered sin and death.

Four Gospels show Jesuso6 | ife from didftheages nt
long battle between Satan and God, and how God Himself would come to earth to defeat Satan and
sin. That was done by Jesus and the prophecy in Genesis 3:15 fulfilled.

The life, death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth is the highlight of the Bible and of all
world history. It is the most important event ever. Before this event, everything in history and the
Bible pointed to His first coming. After His ascension everything in history and the Bible was
dependent on what He had done. He is the high point, the central point, the main focus of all history
and all life. Jesus should be the central point, the most important person in your life as well.

LIFE OF JESUS TIME LINE

I | | ! | | |
20BC 10BC BC -AD 10 20 30 40
JOSEPH MARY $%I = * PETargsnzy
a3 ==
JESUSTO 22% |ﬂ e
TEMPLE - 12 UTI(DQQU ‘y
SWZEX2
JESUS TOEGYAT & ED_IU’L—L“:
BACK TO NAZARETH FoL9s
Q_mqD_ZJU'J
=Ly N T}
CQDI—O@”"'
JESUS’ EARLY CHURCH
JESUS BORN MINISTRY
ACTS1 -9
Llj] Il € « MATTHEW - MARK - LUKE - JOHN = =2 =2 =2 = = = |
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JESUS BEFORE HIS BIRTH

If you were a Jew living during the time Jesus was born, what would you know about the
coming Messiah? What would you have understood about God coming to earth? These are
interesting and thought-provoking questions. Understanding what Jews then knew about God who
would visit earth as Jesus is very important to understanding the life of Jesus.

THETRINITY The early church councils decreed fthert
| ct

Godhead there are 3 eternal and coequal persons, the sameinsubstance but di st
God the Father (John 6:27; Ephesians 4:6), God the Son (Hebrews 1:8) and God the Spirit (Acts 5:3-
4) are one God (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14) in three persons. The Bible says no man has
seen God the Fatheratany t i me (John 1:18; | J o hn manifés Himself
but to focus on the Son (John 16:13-14). Therefore it is always God the Son who is visible God in the
Bible, both the Old and New Testament.

THEOPHANIES, occurrences of God appearing to man, are recorded in the Old Testament.
Usuallywr i t t en A AoRp,eidalways refearsteeGod the Son (Jesus before His birth - Genesis
16:13; 22:15-18; 24:7; 32:24-32; Hosea 12:4). Ther ef or e Jews who knew
would have known that God had appeared to man in the past, and would again. There is more
information, though, than just appearances of God to man.

TYPES There is more in the Old Testament about God the Son than just what is actually said
about Him (Luke 24:27). There are pictures of Him as well. These pictures, called types, are like
shadows in reverse. You see the shadow first (Old Test.) and then the real thing (New Test.). For
example, David is a type (picture) of Jesus in that there are many parallels between them, things in
Davidoés | i f e whoutddsus.sJesuswHimmeealfused thelserpent on the pole as a picture
of Himself (John 3:14) and He used Jonah the same way (Matthew 12:40). Much information about
God the Son can be gleaned from studying the pictures of Jesus contained in things like the
Tabernacle, priesthood, offering system, holy days, etc.

PROPHECIES The rabbis list 456 Messianic passages in the Old Testament. These give
more precise information about God the Son and His coming to earth, than types. For example, the
BiblesadHewoul d come from a womands seed (Genesi s
the line of Abraham (Genesis 12:3,7; 17:7; 22:18), from the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10), the house
of David (Psalm 132:11; 2 Samuel 7:12-13; Jeremiah 23:5), and the seed of Isaac (Genesis 21:12).
He was prophesied to be born at Bethlehem (Micah 5:2), called Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14), called out of
Egypt (Hoseall:1) and preceded by John the Baptist (Malachi 3:1; Isaiah 40:3). Many, many other
prophecies about His life, person, ministry, message, works, death and resurrection also abound.
The odds are astronomical that even just a few of these could have been coincidentally fulfilled. Only
God could have foretold and fulfilled all these.

THE SON OF GOD AS HUMAN He had a human body (Galatians 4:4; Luke 2:52; | John 1:1;
Matthew 26:12) but was sinless (Hebrews 4:15). He also had a human soul and spirit (Matthew
26:38; Luke 23:46). As a man He got hungry (Matthew 4:2), thirsty (John 19:28), tired (John 4:6), sad
(John 11:35) and tempted (Hebrews 4:15). He had human names (Matthew 1:21) and died a human
death.

THE SON OF GOD AS DEITY He was called God (Hebrews 1:8; Matthew 16:16; 26:61-64).
He was omnipotent (Matthew 28:18), omniscient (John 1:48), omnipresent (Matthew 18:20) and
unchangeable (Hebrews 13:8). He was life (John 1:4) and truth (John 14:6). He did the works of
God: create (John 1:3), sustain nature (Colossians 1:17), forgive sin (Luke 7:48), raise the dead
(John 5:25), judge sin (John 5:27) and send the Holy Spirit (John 15:26). He accepted worship by
men (Matthew 14:33) and angels (Hebrews 1:6). He claimed equality with the Father (John 14:23;
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10:30). Over and over He claimed to be sent from God (John 4:34; 5:37; 7:16; 7:28-29; 8:16; 8:26;
9:4; 11:42; 14:24; 16:28; 17:18; 17:23).

CONTRASTS IN THE PERSON OF CHRIST Jesus was both God and man. He was hungry
(Matthew 4:12) yet He fed multitudes (John 6:1-14). He was thirsty (John 19:28-29) yet gives the
water of life (John 4:10-14; 7:37). He was tired (John 4:26) yet gives rest (Matthew 11:28). He
prayed (Matthew 14:23) yet answers prayer (John 14:3,14). He was sold for 30 pieces of silver
(Matthew 26:14-15) yet redeems the world (1 Peter 1:18-19; | John 2:2). He had nowhere to lay His
head (Matthew 8:20) yet He created all things (John 1:3). He died yet He gives life (John 6:51,44).
He was killed (Hebrews 2:14) yet destroys death (1 Corinthians 15:26, 54). He lay down His life, then
He took it up again (John 10:17-18).

If you had been alive when Jesus was born youdd have to d
accounts of God Himself coming to earth? Would He come again as the prophecies said? Would
you bow down and make Him Lord and God of your life? Would you recognize Him as God and man
in one - the God-man Messiah? Most of the people living then rejected the truth and turned from
Him. Most still do. What about you? The factsarein. They havendét <changed.

If He is God, that means He has everything in the universe under His control -- including your
life and mine. HE is the king of the universe, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Rev 19). He is God
and He is king. Make sure He is your king.

PROOF JESUS IS GOD

Did a man named Jesus really live in Palestine 2,000 years ago? Certainly, there is no doubt
or question about that. No secular historian disbelieves that, for it is a proven fact of history. Many
historians of Jesus' day wrote about Him. What is of much debate, however, is if He was God or not.
Was He just a man like everyone else, or was He really and truly God? Did He just say He was? Or
did His followers later write in such a way to make Him seem to be God when He had no such
claims? The implications of theseans wer s ar e great . How can we as
at some proofs of His deity from within and without the Bible.

LORD, LUNATIC or LIAR

First, there is no doubt that Jesus claimed to be God. The whole tenor of His life points to
that. He verbally claimed to be God many, many times (John 8:58; 10:30; 17:5; etc.). He accepted
worship as if He were God. He claimed to be able to forgive sin (Mark 2:5). Now, what are we to
make of someone who claims to be God? What would you say if your neighbor started claiming to be
God? There are three options or possibilities about such a person. He is crazy, a lunatic, for he truly
thinks he is God but is wrong. He knows he isn't God but tries to convince everyone he is anyway,
thus he is a liar. Or he really is God and Lord of all! Lord, lunatic or liar are our options. Just a good
man, a fine teacher, a moral example -- these are not options for one who claims to be God! If He is
a lunatic or liar He doesn't qualify as a good, fine person. If He is Lord He is overqualified and far
more than just a good, fine person. Thus He is either God to be worshipped and obeyed or an
impostor to be forgotten and ignored.

FULFILLED PROPHECIES

To prove He is Lord we turn to the Bible, not to passages about miracles and claims that could
possibly have been made up by writers after His death, but to Old Testament Prophecies whose
fulfillment could not have been faked. Listed below are 61 Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah
with their fulfillment in the New Testament also recorded:
1. Born of the seed of woman: Genesis 3:15 (Galatians 4:4, Matthew 1:20)
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. Born of a virgin: Isaiah 7:14 (Matthew 1;18,24,25; Luke 1:26-35)
. Son of God: Psalm 2:7; 1 Chronicles 17:11-14; 2 Samuel 7:12-16 (Matthew 3:17; 16:16 (Mark 9:7;
Luke 9:35)

. Seed of Abraham Genesis 22:18; 12:2-3; (Matthew 1:1; Galatians 3:16)

. Son of Isaac: Genesis 21:12 (Luke 3:23,34; Matthew 1:2)

. Son of Jacob: Numbers 24:17; Genesis 35:10-12; (Luke 3:23,34; Matthew 1:2; Luke 1:33)

. Tribe of Judah: Genesis 49:10 (Luke 3:23,33; Matthew 1:2; Hebrews 7:14)

. Family line of Jesse: Isaiah 11:1, 10 (Luke 3:23,32; Matthew 1:6)

. House of David: Jeremiah 23:5; 2 Samuel 7:12-16; Psalm 132:11 (Luke 3:23,31; Matthew 1:1;

9:27)1(0. Born at Bethlehem: Micah 5:2 (Matthew 2:1; John 7:42; Matthew 2:4-8; Luke 2:4-7)

11. Presented with gifts: Psalm 72:10; Isaiah 60:6 (Matthew 2:1,11)

12. Herod kills children: Jeremiah 31:15 (Matthew 2:16)

13. His pre-existence: Micah 5:2; Isaiah 9:6-7; Psalm 102:25 (Colossians 1:17; John 1:1-2; 8:58;
Revelation 1:17)

14. He shall be called Lord: Psalm 110:1; Jeremiah 23:6 (Luke 2:11; 20:41-44)

15. Shall be Immanuel (God With Us): Isaiah 7:14 (Matthew 1:23; Luke 7:16)

16. Shall be a prophet: Deut 18:18 (Matthew 21:11; Luke 7:16; John 4:19; 6:14; 7:40)

17. He shall be a priest: Psalm 110:4 (Hebrews 3:1; 5:5-6)

18. He shall be a judge: Isaiah 33:22 (John 5:30; 2 Timothy 4:1)

19. He shall be a king: Psalm 2:6; Zechariah 9:9; Jeremiah 23:5 (Matthew 27:37; 21:5; John 18:33-
38)

20. Special anointing of the Holy Spirit: Isaiah 11:2 (Matthew 3:16-17; 12:17-21; Mark 1:10-11)

21. His zeal for God: Psalm 69:9 (John 2:15-17)

22. Preceded by messenger: Isaiah 40:3 (Matthew 3:1-2; 3:3; 11:10)

23. Ministry to begin in Galilee: Isaiah 9:1 (Matthew 4:12,13,17)

24. Ministry of miracles: Isaiah 35:5, 6a; 32:3,4 (Matthew 9:32,33,35; 11:4-6; John 5:5-9)

25. Teacher of parables: Psalm 78:2 (Matthew 13:34)

26. He was to enter the temple: Malachi 3:1 (Matthew 21:12)

27. He was to enter Jerusalem on a donkey: Zechariah 9:9 (Luke 19:35,36,37; Matthew 21:6-11)

28. "Stone of Stumbling" to the Jews: Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 8:14; 28:16 (1 Peter 2:7; Romans 9:32-
33)

29. "Light" to Gentiles: Isaiah 60:3; 49:6 (Acts 13:47,48a; 26:23; 28:28)

30. Betrayed by a friend: Psalm 41:9; 55:12-14 (Matthew 10:4; 26:49-50; John 13:21)

31. Sold for 30 pieces of silver: Zechariah 11:12 (Matthew 26:15; 27:3)

32. Money to be thrown in God's house: Zechariah 11:13 (Matthew 27:5)

33. Price given for potter's field: Zechariah 11:13b (Matthew 27:7)

34. Forsaken by His disciples: Zechariah 13:7 (Mark 14:27, 50; Matthew 26:31)

35. Accused by false witnesses: Psalm 35:11 (Matthew 26:59-61)

36 Dumb before accusers: Isaiah 53:7 (Matthew 27:12-19)

37. Wounded and bruised: Isaiah 53:5; Zechariah 13:6 (Matthew 27:26)

38. Smitten and spit upon: Isaiah 50:6; Micah 5:1 (Matthew 26:67; Luke 22:63)

39. Mocked: Psalm 22: 7,8 (Matthew 27:31)

40. Fell under the cross: Psalm 109:24-25 (John 19:17; Luke 23:26; Matthew 27:31-32)

41. Hands and feet pierced: Psalm 22:16; Zechariah 12:10 (Luke 23:33; John 20:25)

42. Crucified with thieves: Isaiah 53:12 (Matthew 27:38; Mark 15:27,28)

43. Made intercession for His persecutors: Isaiah 53:12 (Luke 23:34)

44. Rejected by His own people: Isaiah 53:3; Psalm 69:8; 118:22 (John 7:5,48; 1:11; Matthew
21:42,43)

45. Hated without a cause: Psalm 69:4; Isaiah 49:7 (John 15:25)

46. Friends stood afar off: Psalm 38:11 (Luke 23:49; Mark 15:40; Matthew 27:55-56)
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47. People shook their heads: Psalm 109:25; 22:7 (Matthew 27:39)

48. Stared upon: Psalm 22:17 (Luke 23:35)

49. Garments parted and lots cast: Psalm 22:18 (John 19:23-24)

50. To suffer thirst: Psalm 69:21; 22:15 (John 19:28)

51. Gall and vinegar offered Him: Psalm 69:21 (Matthew 27:34)

52. His forsaken cry: Psalm 22:1 (Matthew 26:46)

53. Committed Himself to God: Psalm 31:5 (Luke 23:46)

54. Bones not broken: Psalm 34:20 (John 19:33)

55. Heart broken: Psalm 22:14 (John 19:34)

56. His side pierced: Zechariah 12:10 (John 19:34)

57. Darkness over the land: Amos 8:9 (Matthew 27:45)

58. Buried in rich man's tomb: Isaiah 53:9 (Matthew 27:57-60)

59. Resurrection: Psalm 16:10; 30:3; 41:10; 118:17; Hosea 6:2 (Acts 2:31; Luke 24:46; Mark 16:16)
60. Ascension: Psalm 68:18a (Acts 1:9)

61. Seated at right hand of God: Psalm 110:1 (Hebrews 1:3; Mark 16:19; Acts 2:34,35)

No one else in history ever came near to fulfilling these, and no one ever can since the birth
records and tribal records of all Jews were destroyed in Jerusalem in 70 AD. The fulfilment of these
prove the authenticity of the Bible as God's Word as well as the fact that Jesus is God.

The probability of just 1 through 8 coming true would be 1 in 10 with 16 0's. (If each chance is
a silver dollar and they were laid down side-by-side on the state of Texas, they would cover the whole
state 2' deep! One is marked, all others not. Blindfold a man and let him walk anywhere, chances
he'd pick marked one are the same as the first 8 prophecies just happening!

THE RESURRECTION

In actuality, the proof of the deity of Jesus rises or falls on the truth of His resurrection. He
said He would come back to life, then claimed to have done so. His followers clearly claimed the
same thing for them. Were they right? First, it stands to reason to assume that something like
resurrection from death to an eternal body isn't something a person would just make up! It would be
too unbelievable, too unprovable, too far out for someone to have just made it up.

If Jesus didn't come back to life, what else could have happened to his body? Some say the
disciples stole His body, but how would they gain courage to preach that they didn't have before?
Why would they give up their lives for something they knew was a lie? So, others say, enemies stole
the body. Then they would have said so and showed it to disprove the resurrection when that was
first claimed. Neither theory explains the eye-witness accounts of over 500 people who saw Jesus
alive after the crucifixion. More common is the swoon theory, that Jesus never really died but
swooned then came 'to' later. But he was pronounced dead by experienced Roman executioners
after having a spear run through His heart. He spent 3 days wrapped totally in cloth and covered with
100 pounds of spices, with no food or water. He would have had to revive, get out of the wrappings
while leaving them there in the shape of a cocoon as if He were still in them, with hands pierced by
nails move the monstrous rock from inside with no handholds, overpower the Roman soldiers, walk
many miles on feet pierced by nails, and then prove to those He met that He had a superior, eternal
body! That takes more faith than believing in the resurrection!

There is additional proof of the resurrection. Jesus appeared 10 times to over 500 people.
If there was no resurrection how do we explain the change in the disciples, the spread of the early
church, the conversion of Paul, the start of the Lord's Supper and baptism, the switch of the day of
worship from Saturday to Sunday and the impact His life has had even to today. Ralph Waldo
Emerson said, "The name of Jesus is not so much written as plowed into the history of the world." A
liar or lunatic can't do that!
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IF GOD BECAME MAN, THEN YOU WOULD EXPECT HIM TO:

One more line of reasoning is to ask yourself, "If God became man, what would we expect of
Him?" Jesus fulfilled all we'd ask!

1. Have an unusual entrance into life. The virgin birth is the most unusual entrance ever. It,
too, is not something someone would choose were they making the whole thing up. How would the
idea of a virgin birth ever be considered if it weren't true?

2. Be without sin. Jesus claimed to be sinless (John 8:46). Those who witnessed His life
agree to this claim: His disciples who lived with Him 24 hours a day (Peter, John, Matthew, etc.), His
brothers who saw Him both in family life and with others (James, Jude ), even His enemies could not
point to any sin in His life (the thief on the cross, Pilate, the centurion at the cross witnessed to His
sinlessness).

3. Manifest the supernatural in the form of miracles. Jesus claimed to do miracles, and
they were attested to by Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Peter, Jude and James.

4. Have an acute sense of difference from others. Jesus saw Himself as different, unique,
and others saw Him that way, too. Even Jewish and Roman historians saw Him as not the same as
other men, as does the Koran and many scholars today.

5. Speak the greatest words ever spoken. Jesus said His words would never pass away and
they haven't! Others said that no one spoke as He did, and that is still true. Jesus is the person most
guoted by religious and secular historians, teachers and philosophers.

6. Have a lasting and universal influence. Historians agree that Jesus is the most
influential life ever lived on this planet.

7. Satisfy the spiritual hunger in man. Jesus met the inner needs in Matthew, Peter,
Nicodemus, Zacchaeus, the woman at the well, and countless others then and through the ages up to
today. Truly Jesus satisfies!

8. Exercise power over death. Jesus claimed to have power over death and proved it by His
own resurrection. He brought the dead back to life: widow of Nain's son, Centurion's servant,
Lazarus and Dorcas (through Peter). (For more information along these lines see "Evidence That
Demands A Verdict," by Josh McDowell.)

Was Jesus God? You'll have to decide for yourself. However, if He wasn't, then no one will
ever be. If Jesus were not God, then He deserved an Oscar!

CHRIST'S CLAIMS OF DEITY

Claimed Equality With God Matthew 28:19; John 5:17-18; 12:45; 13:20; 14:1, 9

Claimed Oneness With God Matthew 4:7; Luke 4:12; 8:39; John 10:30, 36-38; 17:11, 21-22; 20:28

Claimed To Be Sent By God John 4:34; 5:37; 7:16, 28-29; 8:16; 9:4; 11:42; 14:24; 16:28; 17:18, 23

Claimed To Be The Son of God Matthew 16:17; 22:42-45; Mark 12:35-37; 14:61-62; Luke 20:41;
John 9:35-37; Luke 22:69-70

Claimed To Be From Heaven John 6:33, 35, 51

Claimed Attributes of God John 8:42; 16:15; 17:5; 14:6

Omniscience Matthew 11:21-22; 22:18; Luke 10:13; John 16:30-31

Omnipresence Matthew 18:20; 28:20

Omnipotence Mark 14:61-63; Luke 22:69-70; John 2:19, 10:18; 11:25-27

Forgive sin Mark 2:5,9,10; Luke 5:20-21; 7:48-49

Divine Authority Matthew 7:21-23; 28:18

Honor John 5:22-23

Pre-Existence John 8:58; 17:5
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LIFE OF JESUS - AN OVERVIEW

When Jesus of Nazareth was born, no one in the entire Roman Empire cared except His
parents. Jesus was born in obscurity and His ministry started in obscurity. The first year only a
handful knew about Him and followed Him. Gradually, His reputation spread. He was more
interested in quality than quantity, though. Still, everyone needed to have and did have a fair chance
to decide on their own if they would accept or reject Him.

After the first year, His popularity hit its high point. He traveled throughout Galilee with the
disciples and did miracles to prove He was the Messiah. Most would have followed Him if He would
have continued to provide free food for them. Instead, He challenged them to give everything up and
follow Him. The masses would have cheered a military leader who would raise an army to throw off
the yoke of Roman bondage. Jesus set high standards for those who would follow Him: put Him
100% first in everything and all the time, before everyone and anything else in life. It is a high
requirement, and even today not many are willing

As it declined, opposition increased. The religious leaders had been against Him from the very
start. He pointed out their sin from the beginning when He cleansed the temple for the first time.
Gradually, they were able to turn more and more people against Jesus. People were willing to accept
Jesus as Messiah. Where they got hung up was with admitting their sin and accountability before
God. Pride still keeps man from God.

As public opinion shifted, so did Jesus®6 mess
offering them His message of the coming kingdom, He spent His time training and discipling His
disciples. He did lessand lessmirac | es, f or the people had enough
wasnot going to force anyone t o dblesltoreveat truth tobls st
foll owers while also hiding it from anyoneseserywhe®, wo
He specialized in training the disciples to keep on when He was gone.

After the end of the third year the die was cast. Opposition increased daily. The religious
leaders were committed to having Him put to death to stop Him and His message. Little did they
know that that was just what was needed to assure its continuing forever.

They had their chance to decide. Now is our turn. Will you accept or reject? Are you just
foll owi ng f oFr whattHe cad dorfoe you?fAoegalidvilling to obey His challenge of taking
up your cross to follow Him? It will mean rejection and opposition for those who follow Him, too. No

servant is greater than His master. Still , lifet 6s
count f or eternity. Don6t make the mistake they d
OBSCURITY (vanishing) POPULARITY (declining) OPPOSITION (increasing)
EXTENDED MINISTRIES
EARLY SPECIALIZED Ascension
MINISTRIES MINISTRIES
OPENING CONCLUDING EVENTS

BIRTH | Fall26 Sp 27 | Sum 27 | Fall27 Sp28 Sum28 Fall28Sp29 | Sum 29 Fall29 Sp30 |FW. PR
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MATTHEW.
JESUS the KING

TITLE: Named after the author
AUTHOR: Matthew, tax collector,
disciple

DATE of WRITING: About 60 AD
PLACE of WRITING: Antioch of Syria
TIME COVERED: Life of Jesus
RECIPIENTS: Jews everywhere
KEY VERSE: A record of the genealogy

of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son
of Abraham: 1:1

KEY WORD: AFul -

Aki ngdom of heaven

PURPOSE: Connect the Old and New

Testaments

THEME:. Jesus is the King of Israel, the promised Jewish Messiah.
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Suppose you had 10 pennies in your hand shook them up, then opened your hand. What are
the chances that they would all be heads? How many tries do you think it would take? On an
average it would take you a little over a thousand tries! Now think of these coins as prophecies of
Jesus. Pennies only have two sides i a 50-50 chance. Prophecies have many more ways of not
being fulfilled than fulfilled. What if the very first time all 10 came up heads! Suppose you did it again
and they were all heads, and again and again 1T 30 times in all and every time every penny was
head s . You would think something special was goli
prophecies of the Messiah. He fulfilled every one of the over 300 prophecies about the Messiah.
This is tremendous proof that Jesus is the Messiah.

MATTHEW WROTE TO SHOW JESUS FULFILLED PROPHECY to show that Jesus was the
Messi ah. AThat It mibauth20 tinkee in Hisugospel. | NMagheéve was the hest-s  a
educated of all the Jews and an excellent writer. He wrote to fellow Jews, who knew the Old
Testament prophecies of the Messiah, to show that Jesus fulfilled the prophecies. He includes 50
direct quotes from the Old Testament and 75 allusions to the Old Testament i double what any other
Gospel has.

In Malachi, the Messiah is anticipated. The Old Testament closes looking for Him. "See, | will
send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 6 He will turn the
hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else | will come
and strike the land with a curse.” (Malachi 4:5) In Matthew we see the Messiah has arrived, fulfilling
these prophecies.

MESSIAH The term O6Messiahdé is a Hebrew word that me
Greek equivalent of it. Prophets, priests and kings were all anointed. The Messiah was all in one. In
Matthew, and to the Jews as a whole, t he mai n emphasis was on Mess|
Matthew shows his readers i Jesus is the promised Messiah-King.

|. THE KING IS REVEALED (1:1 - 9:30) The first question a Jew would ask of someone claiming to
be the Messiah woudcd hWesceAdanyowfa Daivi d?0 Her e
gives Jesus legal status through His earthly father Joseph (1:1-7). One problem arises, and that is
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that there is a curse on all the physical descendants of Jehoiachin, so how could a king come from

t hat i ne? The solution is that Jesus wasnot
Matthew explains how this could be by explaining about the virgin birth (1:18 - 2:23). About a dozen
times Matthew quotes the Old Testament to show how each step fulfilled a prophecy about the
Messiah.

He then tells how ambassadors came to crown the king (3:1-17), and how He proved His
sinlessness when Satan tempted Him (4:1-11). The King then sets forth His moral laws for His
kingdom (5:1 - 7:25). Thus Matthew shows Jesus is the Messiah by His birth and by what He said.
Next He will show His qualifications by what He did.

Miracle after miracl e i s l i st ed, s h owi 0:80). JHe ssummtbéonlywroan d s
(genealogy and birth), He is also God (miracles)

II. THE KING IS RESISTED (10:1 - 16:12) While some accepted the message of the King, many
rejectedit (10:1-12: 50) . J e s the advmimpy Kingaldml skosv the dattern of rejection before
eventual acceptance (13:1-52). Meanwhile, the Messiah was rejected by Herod, His own family, and
the religious rulers (13:53-16:12).

lll. THE KING IS REJECTED (19:13 - 27:66) Because the masses rejected Him, Jesus turned his
ministry to training those who believed, preparing them for when He would be gone (16:13 - 20:28).

He taught them about His coming rejection and death and what would happen after.

On O6Palm Sundayd Jesus atioa, dy dctipns and wavds,dhattHe was w h o

the Messiah King (21:1-11). Some accepted, but most rejected. He went on to cleanse His throne

room, the temple (21:12-22) and defend His kingship against those who rejected Him (21:23 - 23:39).

In the Olivet Discourse (24:1 - 25:46) Jesus foretold when His kingdom would come. In the
meantime, the King was turned down and crucified (26:1 - 27:66).

IV. THE KING IS RAISED (27:66 - 28:20) The power of the King over death and sin is seen in His
resurrection from the dead.

Thus Matthew shows Jesus as the Messiah King, even though the religious rulers and the
nation as a whole rejected Him. What about you i is He your King?

OUTLINE OF MATTHEW

|. PREPARATION OF THE KING (Revelation) 1-9
A. The King® Person 1:1-4:11
1. His Ancestry 1:1-7
2. His Advent 1:18-2:23
3. His Ambassador 3:1-17
4. His Adversary 4:1-11
B. The Kingd BRlan 4:12-25
C. The Kingbd Preaching 5:1-7:29
D. The Kingb Broof 8:1-9:30
1. Power 8:1-34
2. Pardon 9:1-17
3. Power 9:18-38

Il. PRESENCE OF THE KING (Resistance) 10-16:12
A. The Kingé Program 10:1-11:1
B. The Kingd Broblems 11:2-12:50
C. The Kingbé Parables 13:1-52
D. The Kingb Persecution 13:53-16:12
1. By His Own Townspeople 13:53-58
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2. By Herod 14:1-36
3. By the Scribes and Pharisees 15:1-39
4. By the Pharisees and Sadducees 16:1-12

lll. PREACHING OF THE KING (Rejection) 16:13-27:66
A. The Kingb Principles 16:13-20:28
. About His Church 16:13-20
. About His Death 16:21-28
. About His Glory 17:1-21
. About His Betrayal 17:22-23
. About Taxes 17:24-27
. About Humility 18:1-35
. About Human Problems 19:1-26
. About the Kingdom 19:27-20:28
B. The Kingd Bresence 20:29-28:39
1. Power of the King 20:29-34
2. Presentation of the King 21:1-11
3. Purification of the King 21:12-22
4. Confrontation with the King 21:23-22:46
5. Rejection of the King 23:1-39
C. The Kingd PBrediction 24:1-25:46
1. Destruction of the Temple 24:1-2
2. Signs of the End of the Age 24:3-28
3. Signs of His Coming 24:29-25:46
D. The Kingé Bunishment 26:1-27:66
1. The Preparation 26:1-16
2. The Passover 26:17-30
3. The Betrayal 26:31-56
4. The Trials 26:57-27:26
5. The Crucifixion 27:27-66

IV. PREEMINENCE OF THE KING (Rising) 28
A. The Kingd Power 28:1-10
B. The Kingd Persecutors 28:11-15
C. The Kingb People 28:16-20
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MARK:

JESUS the
SERVANT

TITLE: Named after the author
AUTHOR: Mark, young friend of
Paul

DATE of WRITING: About 50
AD

PLACE of WRITING: Rome
TIME COVERED: Ministry of
Jesus

RECIPIENTS: Gentiles

KEY VERSE: For even the Son
of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many." (Mark 10:45)

KEY WORD: AStraightwayoyo64fat iNohevee 0 MiMAII ;i tAurdieg
PURPOSE: Short ac c ohng{gospel trad®)eotdistribdtes pr e ac

THEME:. Show Christ as the perfect and absolutely faithful servant

* SERANT

I n many churches today someone who iirsa pasitiahd e a
many aspire to, for they are often seen as occupying a level a little above others. In the New
Testament, though, a 0deac onibasenast/slaven €humwlnleadevsaiet e d
to be servants of others, following the example of Jesus, the ultimate Servant. fi | did not c¢
served, buMarktl@45)ser veo

MARK WROTE TO SHOW JESUS WAS A SERVANT Mark, in his short gospel, paints a picture of
Jesus the servant/slave. While Matthew wrote to Jews to show Jesus as the Messiah/King, Mark
wrote to Gentiles to show Je thdJdesus,akhough itseems/tizerast
Supper was held in the upper room in his house. Mark wrote down what Peter taught and preached,
so really the Gospeaeds. of Mark is Peterds wo

ASt rtawagyho and Ai mmedi atel yo are useuds oivseron4 0J
actions and miracl es. There arendt many quotes
servant is known by his actions, not how good a servant he claims to be!

A servant is someone who will deliberately, voluntarily, sacrificially and joyfully give up their
own goals in order to help someone else meet their goals. Mark shows Jesus doing just this. In life
He served God by obeying Him in all He wanted, and in death He served Him by giving up His own
life to redeem us.

SEPARATION OF THE SERVANT (1:1-13) Mark starts with John the Baptizer (1:1-8). There is no
mention of Jesusdé birth, parents, eimportant. AAlstoer Malr
Gentile readers werenot fast hii mtgeraesst Mat tihne wtdlsa tJ es
baptism shows Jesus committing Himself to serve God (1:19-1 1) and Hi s resisting
(1:12-13) show Him as being 100% obedient to His own Master only. When John was arrested the

focus of attention switched to Jesus.
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SERVICE OF THE SERVANT (1:14 - 10:52) Usual ly a servant/ sl ave doe
but Jesus did (1:14-20). He called disciples to follow Him to become servants like Him. Mark then
lists a series of miracles to show that, while being a servant, Jesus was also God and could therefore
call servants (1:21 - 3:12). The majority rejected this, but some believed. Those that did were with
Him 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to learn from Him how to be servants (3:13-35). Jesus taught
them using stories (parables), showing them the importance of serving God (4:1-34).

Next Mark shows how this Servant was sovereign over nature, demons, sickness, death,
rejection and physical ailments (4:35-9:1). There are a few words of His quoted at this point, His
teachings about His glory, death, hell, divorce, children and eternal life (9:2 - 10:52).

SACRIFICE OF THE SERVANT (11:1 - 15:47) The true test of a servant is His submission. Jesus
doesndt ask His foléowasnot owiddod Hemig thehwonstdfoalH After
showing Himself to be King (11:1-11) and being rejected, He went on to teach His followers how to

live like a servant after He was gone (11:12 - 13:37). A few did recognize Who He really was, and
committed themselves to a lifetime of service to Him (14:1-9). However, one of His closest followers
betrayed Him for 30 pieces of silver T the price of a slave (14:10-11). Still, Jesus was submissive to

Hi s Masterodos will. Hreshawingsthat ittwastHes éree wil ahoicke # ga thrddghp p e
with the crucifixion (14:2-52). He also submitted to His arrest and unfair trials, which culminated in

His crucifixion (14:53 - 15:47).

SOVEREIGNTY OF THE SERVANT (16:1-20) That seemed to be the end of the suffering Servant i
but it wasndét so! The suffering was done) Markit
has very little to say about the resurrection and time after, just enough to let his readers know that it
happened. He is no longer a servant, His followers are to now take over His servant chores on earth.

Do you see Jesus as a servant? Do you see Him as YOUR servant, Who died for you? Since
He did that for us, He has the right to ask us to lay down OUR lives for Him, to die for Him by living for
Him each moment of each day. He continues to serve us by interceding for us, helping and
protecting us, providing for our needs and keeping us safe from Satan6s destructi on.
serve Him by serving each other in this life. Since He is no longer here to do it, He wants it done
t hrough wus. Remember , everyone serves someone.
which do YOU serve? Which do your actions say you serve? How good a servant are you? What
can you do to improve your service now?

arrival
OUTLINE OF MARK

|. THE SERVANT®& SERVICE (In Life, AD 27-30) 1-10
A. The Servant® Start 1:1-13
1. John is Preaching 1:1-8
2. Jesus is Baptized 1:9-11
3. Jesus is Tempted 1:12-13
B. The Servant6 Service 1:14-10:52
1. The First Disciples 1:14-20
2. The First Miracles 1:21-3:12
3. The First Apostles 3:13-35
4. Parables by the Sea 4:1-34
5. Power Over Nature & Satan 4:35-9:1
a. Over a Storm 4:35-41
b. Over Demons 5:1-20
c. Over Sickness and Death 5:21-43
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6.
7.

d. Over Rejection 6:1-6
e. Over the 12 6:7-13
f. Over Herod 6:14-29
g. Over Hunger 6:30-44
h. Over Gravity 6:45-52
i. Over Sickness 6:53-56
J. Over Tradition 7:1-23
k. Over Gentiles 7:24-30
|. Over Deaf Mute 7:31-37
m. Over Hunger 8:1-9
n. Over Pharisees 8:10-13
0. Over Sin 8:14-21
p. Over Blindness 8:22-26
g. Over Peter 8:27-33
r.Over Disciples 6 L i v-&:4& 8: 34
Lessons for the Disciples 9:2-50
Teachings for the Disciples 10:1-52

Il. THE SERVANT®& SACRIFICE (In Death, Final Week AD 30) 11-16
A. The Servantd Sacrifice 11-15

OUTh WNPE

. Entering Jerusalem 11:1-11

. Cleansing the Temple 11:12-19

. Teaching in the Temple 11:20-13:37
. Anointing in Bethany 14:1-9

. Betrayal by Judas 14:10-11

. Last Supper and Arrest 14:12-52

a. Preparation for the Last Supper 14:12-16

b. Partaking of the Last Supper 14:17-21

C. I nstitution of t2be Lordos
d. Walk to Gethsemane 14:26-31

e. Prayer in Gethsemane 14:32-42

f. Betrayal and Arrest 14:43-52

. Trials and Denials 14:53-15:15

a. Christ before Caiaphas 14:53-65
b . Peter s -Reni al 14: 66
c. Christ before Pilate 15:1-15

. Crucifixion of the Servant 15:16-47

a. Abuse by the Soldiers 15:16-20
b. Crucifixion of Jesus 15:21-32
c. Death of Jesus 15:33-41

d. Burial of Jesus 15:42-47

B. The Servantd Sovereignty 16

1.
2.

Resurrection First Appearance 16:1-8
Resurrection Other Appearances 16:9-18
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LUKE:
JESUS the MAN

TITLE: Named after the author

AUTHOR: Luke, a Gentile doctor

DATE of WRITING: About 60 AD

PLACE of WRITING: Rome

TIME COVERED: Life of Christ
RECIPIENTS: Theophilus, then
everyone

KEY VERSE: For the Son of Man came
to seek and to save what was lost." (Luke
19:10)

KEY WORD: ASon of
PURPOSE: To confirm
by basing it on historical facts about
Jesus (1:3-4). Then to present Jesus as
the Son of Man (humanity of Jesus is
emphasized) Whom Israel rejected
(which opened the door for Gentiles to
enter).

THEME: Give an accurate record of
Jesus as the perfect God-man.

Hundreds of names are used for
Jesus in the Bible, but the one He chose
for Hi msel f was fASon of Man. o ltés wused
27 times in Luke. | f Jesus wen pedplehvauld davectiaoughteHdd Hi
was claiming to be a military leader who had come to lead a revolt against Rome, for that is what the
people thought the Messiah would do.

LUKE WROTE TO SHOW JESUS THEMAN The titl e ASon of Ma n on of o me
God the Son coming to reveal future events to him (Daniel 7:13; 8:17). Using it is an obvious claim

to deity, butalsoatermof i denti fication with man. ASon of,
|l esser. Rat her , it meanexterbnoerdofod pdhus, w
focused his gospel around it, the focus was not on the connection with God as in Daniel, but with
Jesusod0 identification with man: ARSon of Man. O
focuses on Jesus as God, Luke focuses on Him as a man.

Luke was certainly the person to write about the human side of Jesus. As a doctor, he was
very attuned to the physical aspect of people. As a scientist, Luke approaches his subject in a very
scholarly, objective way. The miracles he includes are those of healing, and he is quite specific in his
descriptions.

The fullest accountof Jesusd6 birth, chil dhood and home
Jesusd human side and f edHuman getationshipS are enmghasizedo MHisa c t
prayer life is emphasized. His interest in downtrodden and needy individuals is clearly shown as well.

This is the longest book in the New Testament.
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|. COMING OF THE SON OF MAN (1:1-4:13) Luke gives the most complete and detailed account of
Jesusd human beginni ngs-259.iBybemg baptizbd Helwaslidgrifgirg advith( 1 :
humanity, calling man to repent from sin (3:1-2 2) . Whi | e Matthew inclu
genealogy, Luke records His human descent through Mary, all the way from Adam (3:23-38). His
temptation by Satan showed He was subject to temptation as a man: hunger, pain, loneliness, pride,

etc. He withstood the temptations as a man (4:1-13).

. CONDUCT OF THE SON OF MAN (4:14-9:50) Jesuso6 first claims to |
made in Nazareth, but the people there, who watched Him grow up, could only see Him as a man, not
as God and man (4:14-30). To prove He was no ordinary man Jesus performed miracles to show His
authority. He had power over demons, disease, disciples, defilement and deformity (4:31 - 6:11).

Jesus, by living His message, was attracting a strong group of followers, men and women who
wanted to live their lives like Him. This is one reason He became a man: to show us how to live life
on earth (6:12-49). As a man He cared about other people and showed His compassion by healing
and feeding them (7:1 - 9:50). Then He was Transfigured to show He was more than a mere man.

lll. CONFLICT OF THE SON OF MAN (9:51 - 19:27 While people were quick to take the healing
and free food Jesus provi ded stylda(®ixd y11:84).dlo thd ones whot t
did, He taught them how to live as God wanted them to (12:1 - 19:27). He warned against hypocrisy,
taught about love and salvation, even warned about His coming death.

IV. CRUCIFIXION OF THE SON OF MAN (19:28 - 23:56) His death is just what happened next.
When He presented Himself as the God-man Messiah, most rejected Him. Weeping loudly because

His heart was breaking over what rejection would mean to Jerusalem, He showed He knows what we

feel and go through (19:28-44). He showed other emotions, too i like anger when He cleaned out the
temple (19:45-48). He showed need of human companionshi p when | onely at t
(22:7-38). In Gethsemane He experienced emotional pain (22:39-46), as He did when mocked during

His unfair trials (22:47-5 3 ) . Peter 6s dei62).aMHe ekperiericed extreme physkd : 5 4
pain when they beat and crucified Him (22:63 - 23:49). He died as a man and was buried (23:50-56).

V. CONQUEST BY THE SON OF MAN (24:1-53) But that wa s nh& tnd of it. He came alive
physically again, showing that will happen to all who follow Him (24:1-49). It was a new, resurrection
body He had that replaced His earthly, human body.

How does it make you feel to think about Jesus as a man: humbling Himself to be one of us

because He |l oved us, setting an example for us t
follow, and paying for our sins on the cross? He knows what we go through when we are tempted,
lonely, angry, in pain or stressed out . He wunderstands. Heds bee

understand. activities
OUTLINE OF LUKE

|. COMING OF THE SON OF MAN (Preparation) 1-4:13
A. Son of Man& Cousin (John is Born) 1:5-80
B. Son of Mand €radle (Jesus is Born) 2:1-38
C. Son of Mané €hildhood (Jesus Grows Up) 2:39-52
D. Son of Man6 €all 3:1-22
E. Son of Mand Eamily Line (Genealogy) 3:23-38
F. Son of Mané FEirst Battle (Temptation) 4:1-13

[I. CONDUCT OF THE SON OF MAN (ldentification) 4:14-9:50
A. Son of Man6 #troduction 4:14-30
B. Son of Mand €onquest 4:31-6:11
1. Over Demons 4:31-37
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. Over Disease 4:38-44
. Over Disciples 5:1-11
. Over Defilement 5:12-16
. Over Defectiveness 5:17-26
. Over Despisers 5:27-39
. Over Days 6:1-5
. Over Deformity 6:6-11
C. Son of Mand Bollowers 6:12-49
1. Call of the Disciples 6:12-16
2. Characteristics of the Disciples 6:17-49
D. Son of Mand kove in Action 7:1-9:50
. In Sickness 7:1-10
. In Death 7:11-17
. In Doubt 7:18-35
. To Sinners 7:36-50
. About Finances 8:1-3
. Shown Through Parables 8:4-21
. In Storms 8:22-25
. Over Demons 8:26-39
. In Death and Despair 8:40-56
10. Through the Disciples 9:1-9
11. To Physical Needs 9:10-17
12. Of Prediction 9:18-50

lll. CONFLICT OF THE SON OF MAN (Instruction) 9:51-19:27
A. Son of Mané €riticism 9:51-62
B. Son of Mandé €ommissioning the 72 10:1-24
C. Son of Man6é $eaching 10:25-11:13
D. Son of Man6 Rejection 11:14-54
1. Rejection by the Nation 11:14-36
2. Rejected by Religious Leaders 11:37-54
E. Son of Mand Messages 12:1-19:27
. About Hypocrisy 12:1-12
. About Covetousness 12:13-34
. About Faithfulness 12:35-48
. About Division and Signs 12:49-59
. About Repentance 13:1-9
. About Hypocrisy 13:10-17
. About the Kingdom 13:18-35
. About Inflexible People 14:1-6
. About Inflated People 14:7-11
10. About Invited People 14:12-14
11. About Indifferent People 14:15-24
12. About Indulgent People 14:25-35
13. About Love for Sinners 15:1-32
14. About Wealth 16:1-31
15. About Forgiveness 17:1-6
16. About Service 17:7-10
17. About Gratitude 17:11-19
18. About the Kingdom 17:20-37

O~NO O, WN
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19. About Prayer 18:1-'4

20. About Entrance Into the Kingdom 18:15-30
21. About His Death 18:31-34

22. about Salvation 18:35-19:10

23. About Faithfulness 19:11-27

IV. CRUCIFIXION OF THE SON OF MAN (Sacrifice) 19:28-23:56
A. Son of Mand $riumphal Entry 19:28-44
B. Son of Mand €onfrontation with the Religious Rulers 19:45-22:6
1. Temple Cleansed 19:45-48
2. Temple Teaching 20:1-21:38
3. Judas Possessed by Satan 22:1-6
C. Son of Man6 kast Supper 22:7-3:8
D. Son of Mané Arrest & Trials22:39-23:25
. Gethsemane 22:39-46
. Arrest 22:47-53
Peterds -@eni al 22:54
. Christ Beaten 22:63-65
. Christ Before Sanhedrin 22:66-71
. Christ Before Pilate 23:1-5
. Christ Before Herod 23:6-12
. Christ Before Pilate again 23:13-25
E. Son of Mand €ross 23:26-56
1. Crucifixion 23:26-49
2. Burial 23:50-55
3. Inthe Tomb 23:56

V. CONQUEST BY THE SON OF MAN (Victory) 24:1-53
A. Son of Man6 Resurrection 24:1-49
B. Son of Man6é Ascension 24:50-53

O~NO O WNBE
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JOHN:
JESUS the o

|

SON of GOD =<

TITLE: Named after the author OrDa- S S\
AUTHOR: John, beloved J\[\/ij /;/z SON o \rozjy\\\’ﬂ

disciple of Jesus % =

DATE of WRITING: About 80 - EJ D—U

90 AD A 5

PLACE of WRITING: Ephesus < <
TIME COVERED: Life of Jesus NS 2
RECIPIENTS: Believers Q7> 4%,
KEY VERSE: "For God so

loved the world that he gave his

one and only Son, that whoever

believes in him shall not perish

but have e(@obnr3ng l |l i f eo.
KEY WORD:her ofiRdt21l); AWorl do (78); (fBReI;i eivSeon o A &4):
PURPOSE: Add a written account of Jesusodo | ife i

include.

THEME: To show Jesus is God, Savior of the world.

Years after Matthew wrote to Jews to show Jesus as the Messiah, Mark to Gentiles to show
Jesus as man, and Luke wrote to show Jesus as a man, John wrote and added information that
wasnodt cdwer eod hley s . I f he hadnoét edaunsed tedmiodldbé yu i
much weaker, both in quantity and quality.

JOHN WROTE TO SHOW JESUS AS GOD John was the perfect one to write a Gospel, for he was
one of the inner three, and perhapst he ¢l osest one to Jesus oisciplear:t

whomJesus | oved. O Knowing everyone would recogni zc¢
have been VERY <cl ose. Thus John could proviake a
and Luke are called synoptic gospels because they contain roughly the same material. John,
however, contains 92% new materi al. Johndés focu
called the ASon of Man. oo

|. DEITY OF THE SON OF GOD (1:1-18) John starts with the divine genealogy of Jesus, showing

He was always God and was with God before the world was created. In fact, John says He created
the world, then became man to reach us with Godb®d
humanity (ASon of Mano) and Jo h)n Thede opgrsng verses gideeai t vy
summary of the whole book. He then expands and fills in details showing that Jesus was indeed

God.

. DEBATE WITH THE SON OF GOD (1:19 - 12:50) Jesus was shown to be God by John the
Baptizer (1:19-51) and His own miracles, such as turning water to wine (2:1-11) and cleansing the
temple (2:12-25). He revealed Himself to Nicodemus (3:1-21), a Samaritan Woman (4:1-42), and a
Nobleman in Capernaum (4:43-45).
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Not everyone believed His claims to deity, though. Despite miracles the religious rulers

disbelieved (5:1-4 7 ) . When the masses found He wasnodét t he
(6:1-71). John then shows a series of debates between Jesus and the religious rulers (7:1 - 12:11),
all showing in various ways that Jesus was Go d . This section cul minate

(12:12-50) with His claim to be the God-man Messiah.

[ll. DECLARATIONS BY THE SON OF GOD (13:1 - 17:26) John uses about half of his gospel to

det ai l i nformati on a luoeation. He staurstds dweiattth a ndle traeisl e d
teachings during His final meal on earth (13:1 - 16:33). He foretold the future and just what would
happen, then He prayed for His followers (17:1-20) as He still prays for us.

IV. DENIAL OF THE SON OF GOD (18:1 - 19:42) Although He had power to resist, Jesus allowed
the authorities to arrest Him (18:1-11) and put Him through a series of degrading trials (18:12 -
19:16), culminating with His death on the cross (19:17-42). Even that showed His deity in that He
paid for our sins and conquered sin and death.

V. DELIVERANCE OF THE SON OF GOD (20:1 - 21:25) The ultimate proof that Jesus is God, of
course, is His resurrection (20:1 - 21:25). That shows completely and finally who He is.

| t 6 s b e e nlesgsdsieihertLdrd Lunatic of Liar. Having claimed so often to be God,
there is no way He could be just a good teacher and fine example. If someone over and over claims
to be God, always have existed and be able to forgive sin, He is either crazy (lunatic), lying (liar) or
Who He claims to be (Lord). What is your choice?

OUTLINE OF JOHN
. DEITY OF THE SON OF GOD (Coming) 1:1-18

Il. DEBATE WITH THE SON OF GOD (Confrontation) 1:19-12:50
A. Demonstration of the Son of God 1:19-4:54
. By John the Baptist 1:19-34
To Johnodos -5Di sci pl es 1: 35
. At a Wedding in Cana 2:1-11
. Atthe Temple 2:12-25
. To Nicodemus 3:1-21
. By John the Baptist 3:22=36
. To the Samaritan Woman 4:1-42
. To an Official of Capernaum 4:43-54
B. Disagreements with the Son of God 5:1-12:50
1. At a Feast in Jerusalem 5:1-47
2. At Passover in Galilee 6:1-71
3. At the Feast of Tabernacles 7:1-10:21
4. At the Feast of Dedication 10:22-42
5. At Bethany 111-12:11
6. At Jerusalem 12:12-50

lll. DECLARATIONS BY THE SON OF GOD (Comfort) 13:1-17:26
A. Doctrines by the Son of God 13:1-16:33
1. About Forgiveness 13:1-20
2. About His Betrayal 13:21-30
3. About His Departure 13:31-38
4. About Heaven 14:1-14
5. About the Holy Spirit 14:15-26

O~NO O~ WNE
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6. About Peace 14:27-31
7. About Fruitfulness 15:1-17
8. About the World 15:18-16:6
9. About the Holy Spirit 16:7-15
10. About His Return 16:16-33
B. Deliberation of the Son of God 17:1-26

IV. DENIAL OF THE SON OF GOD (Crucifixion) 18:1-19:42
A. Decision about the Son of God 18:1-11
B. Degradation of the Son of God 18:12-19:16
1. Before Annas 18:12-23
2. Before Caiaphas 18:24-27
3. Before Pilate 18:28-19:16
C. Death of the Son of God 19:17-42
1. Crucifixion 19:17-37
2. Burial 19:38-42

V. DELIVERANCE OF THE SON OF GOD (Resurrection) 20:11-21:25
A. Defeat of Death by the Son of God 20:1-10
B. Defense of the Son of God 20:11-21:25
1. To Mary Magdalene 20:11-18
2. To Disciples (Without Thomas) 20:19-25
3. To Disciples (With Thomas) 20:26-31
4. To Seven Disciples 21:1-14
5. To Peter and John 21:15-25

SEVENA AM6 INDJOHN

1. Al am the Bread of Lifeo: (6:35)
2. Al am tolie thiegWor |l do (8:12)

3. Al am the Door of the Sheepfol d:
4. Al am t he G®:aldid)Shepher do

5. Al am the Resurrection and the Li
6. Al am the Way, the Truth and the
7. fAl am the True Vineo (15:1, 5)
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